
 

 

“Destructive National Division vs God's Will for Unity and Peace"     
 

 

November 6, 2018!!! You may or may not have heard that this may be 
the most important date for American citizens in our lifetime.  It is U.S. 
Election Day for the Mid-term Elections.  It is just five days after one the 
holiest days for every Christian - All Saint's Day, when we celebrate the 
sainthood bestowed on us in Baptism.  And our Holy Baptism calls us to 
do God's holy will in every aspect of our lives - including our lives as na-
tional citizens. 
 

Carrying out our responsibility and voting is not easy.  It is often messy 
and unclear.  It is especially messy this year when it seems to so many of 
us that there is nothing but disagreement, division, and nastiness all 
around us.  Division around politics and political opinion has invaded 
our families, our workplaces, our communities, and our communities of 
faith.  Many times, it seems as if we are unable to listen or talk to those 
with different political allegiances.  This division has so affected us that 
we are tempted to stop talking, to stop associating with those with 
whom we disagree.  We may even be tempted to drop out of the civic 
realm altogether.  We may even decide not to vote. 
 

Before November 6 gets here, it seems as though, as baptized Chris-
tians, we ought to at least try to ask about God's will for our actions as 
citizens of the U.S.A.  After all, there can be no doubt that our ultimate 
allegiance is not to political party, political ideology, or any government 
official, but to God alone.  Can the Word of God inform our response to 
this tense moment in our nation and culture?  Let me cite two portions 
of Scripture and some words of our denomination's namesake, Martin 
Luther.  

• John 17:11b (Jesus prays to God for his followers before he 
goes to the Cross)  "Holy Father, protect them in your love that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one."  

• Ephesians 4:1-3 )St. Paul writes to Christians in the Ephesian 
Church)  "I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead 
a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

 
(Continued, page 10) 
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In October  & November  
Saturday, October 13 Durham 

Community Picnic and First 
Communion Workshop  

Sunday, October 21 - First Holy 
Communion and   Confirma-
tion 

Sunday, October 21 - First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation 

Sunday, October 28 - Refor-
mation Sunday Monday, Oc-
tober 31- Reformation Day/
Halloween 

November 4- All Saints Sunday -
End of Daylight Savings Time - 
Confirmation 

Tuesday, November 6 - Election 
Day - Church Office Closed 

November 14-15 - Annual Bish-
op’s Convocation 

Sunday, November 18 - Confir-
mation 

Wednesday, November 21 - 
7:30 PM Durham hosts Com-
munity Thanksgiving worship 



 

 

 

Worship Highlights for October and November 2018 
 

Sunday, October 7 - Blessing of the Animals during the 10:30 AM service.  

Bring pictures of your pets - living or those who have died - and place them 

in the church windows.  We will call out their names during the service, 

which honors St. Francis of Assisi, who also loved animals. 

Sunday, October 21 - First Holy Communion at our 

10:30 AM service.  Sam Rhine and Leo Grzelkowski will gather with-

er their families and all of us to receive their First Holy Communion.  

The boys and their parents will attend a First Communion Prepara-

tion Workshop on Saturday, October 13.  

Sunday, October 28 - Reformation Sunday - God's Grace is 

raised above all other things.  The color for the day is red, so 

wear red if you can! 

Sunday, November 4 - On All Saint's Sunday, we remember those 

brothers and sisters in Christ, members of Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Durham, who have died during the last twelve months:  

Betty Fox, Leo Fox, and Louise Leidich.  Candles will be lit, bells 

rung, and the names of those who have passed will be called.  

Sunday, November 11 - On Veteran's Day, special recog-

nition will be shown to the veterans  - dead or alive  - 

who have been part of our Community of Faith.  

Wednesday, November 21 - This Thanksgiving Eve, Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church of Durham will host a service for 

Trinity Lutheran (Pleasant Valley), Christ Lutheran 

(Springtown), and Salem United Methodist Church 

(Springtown).  A joint choir will sing.  We ask that you 

bring non-perishable food to donate.  A cash offering  will 

be collected to help fund a new position of part-time Shelter Program Director at the 

HUBBUB Code Blue Winter Shelter in Quakertown. 

Sunday, November 25 - Christ the King Sunday is the last Sunday of the 

church year.  The year of the Gospel of Mark will end, and on Sunday, 

December 2, the new year of Matthew will being.  Please join us for a 

great celebration on November 25! 



 

 

  

  

School supplies: Thanks to everyone who donated to our collection of 
school supplies. At St. Andrew’s,  a crew filled over 30 cloth backpacks for 
Lutheran World Relief; and over 25 regular backpacks for Quakertown 
students. We also gave supplies to the teachers at Quakertown and to Lu-
theran Family  Services.    

Food ministry: I also thank everyone who donated to the Harvest Home food collection. This 
food and money will be split between the two food pantries we support, the Lord’s Pantry, and 
Project Easton. 

During our recent trip to Project Easton food bank, they requested personal care items: sham-
poo, soap, body wash, etc. AND toilet paper. So, we will collect these items for them in Octo-
ber.  In   November we will collect nonperishable foods for Thanksgiving.  I will check with the 
Lord’s Pantry to see what their specific need are as we get closer to November. It is hard to plan 
this far out as their needs change daily. 

Food baskets:   September 9th, a donation was made to Project by the Naska family in honor 
of Barbara Naska’s birthday  The Altar Food Basket on September 16th  was given by Lois and 
Jim   Altemose in memory of Montford Nicholas. The basket on September 23rd was given by 
the Seipt Family in honor of Don Seipt’s 90th birthday.  The basket on September 23rd was given 
by the Seipt Family in honor of Don Seipt’s 90th birthday. The basket on September 30th was 
given by Helen Dungan in honor of Don and Gerry Seipt’s 90th birthdays (and with abject apolo-
gies for removing the September 23rd basket, thinking it was from the previous week.)  

We will begin scheduling appointment times for photo 
shoots for our new Lifetouch  Pictorial Directory begin-
ning Sunday, September 30th after church. Photo 
shoots are scheduled for Friday,      November 9th & Sat-
urday, November 10th at the church.  We will schedule ap-
pointments all during the month of October.  We would like 
to have all members, associate members, Care-A-Lot fami-
lies, and those who have ties to the Durham Church in our 
new pictorial directory.   
 

We are also looking for pictures of activities and events at ELC of Durham.  We’re looking for 
pictures from events like  Bible School, Baptisms, Weddings, Community outreach, Bible 
study, etc. These pictures will  highlight our directory.  The best pictures are clear, up-close 
pictures of a group or individuals who are clearly identifiable and all have eyes open, etc.   

If  you have any questions or if you have pictures of events, please contact Lynn Gaun 610-
749-0217 or Barb Naska 610-847-5853.  You can also text pictures to Ann (610-730-3525 ) or 
email them to the Church Office - evangel@durhamlutheran.org  - as we are always looking 
for photos for our website and Facebook page.  Be sure you have the permission of people 
pictured in the photos you submit! 



 

 

October Worship Assistants 7* 14  21* 28 * 

Youth Acolyte/ 

Communion Assistant 

Matthew Mueller Samantha Mueller Addyson         

Mammana 

Conner Aquino 

Greeter(s) Jocelyn Frey Althea Crouse TBA Mueller Family 

Lay Worship Assistant/ 

Lector 

TBA Joe Hlavaty Tom Gaun Mark Harwick 

Council Communion 

Assistants 

Scott Gaun      

Kathy Hlavaty 

Scott Gaun      

Kathy Hlavaty 

Scott Gaun      

Kathy Hlavaty 

 

Counters  Scott Gaun  , Kathy Hlavaty 

Altar Guild  Serena Ashmore and Nancy Moskella 

Head Usher Helen Dungan                      * Indicates Holy Communion will be served 

 OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 OCTOBER  

BAPTISMS 

1 Ed Haney, Jessica Lehr, Scott 

Lehr, Jeremy Roney 

  1 Barb Naska 

2 Austin Apgar     

5 David Deal, Conner Aquino, 
Silas Rodenbach (87) 

5 JoAnn and Jack Thaler (54) 

Brittany & Dan Froehlich (5) 

4 Alison & Emerson Rhine 

6 Virginia Hager   6 Joan Mammana 

7  Lois Altemose 13 Bruce and Lisa Crouse (27)   

    15 Val and Paul McGinn (23) 15 Sharron Streletz 

18 Karen Bolesta       

20  LeeAnn Kressman 20 Linda and David Sauter (36)     

21 Ed Xander (81) 22 Diane and Steve DeWalt (34) 23 David Deal 

25 Cheryl Mesko   25 Jim Nicholas, Silas Rodenbach 

30 Benjamin J. Naska    30 Jessica Fisher Johnson 

 31 Nicole Crouse   31 Adam Mesko 



 

 

  

 NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 NOVEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 NOVEMBER  
BAPTISMS 

4 Mary Crouse, Laura DeWalt 1 Silas & Norma Rodenbach (66) 6 Grace Litzenberger 

8 Serena Ashmore     

9 Lynn Gaun     

10 MARTIN LUTHER 
Nicholas Phillipps, Brendan 
Snyder 

    

12 Mark Harwick, Matthew 

Mueller, Cathy Mueller,     

Tom Gaun 

  16 Marion Kempf 

18 Chad Harrison     

19 Hans Rilling 19 Miriam & Ken Anderson (35)

Faye and Tim Gadwell 

22 Bob Fox 

21 Ken Anderson 19  24 Paula Eck 

23 Faye Gadwell   25 Helen Dungan, Cheryl Eck 

24  Chase Aquino   29 Bruce Crouse,                 

Dean Litzenberger 

25 Dan Froehlich 25 Cathy & Chris Mueller (18) 30 Kathy Hlavaty,             

Jordyn Trauger 

November  
Worship Assistants 

4* 11  18* 25 * 

Youth Acolyte/ 

Communion Assistant 

Nicholas   Phillipps 

 

Samantha Mueller Grace Litzenberger Hunter Aquino 

Greeter(s) Serena  Ashmore Virginia Hager Faye & Time 

Gadwell 

Bea Von Watzdorf 

and Leo 

Lay Worship Assistant/ 

Lector 

Linda Sauter TBA TBA TBA 

Council Communion 

Assistants 

Serena Ashmore 

Mike Rhine 

Serena Ashmore 

Mike Rhine 

Serena Ashmore 

Mike Rhine 

 

Counters  Serena Ashmore,. Mike Rhine 

Altar Guild  Mary Crouse and Nancy Moskella 

Head Usher TBA                                        * Indicates Holy Communion will be served 



 

  
 
 
   

 

Veterans Day - Sunday, November 11, 2018 
 
 
 

Veterans of Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham: 
 

James H. Altemose   US Army Reserves.  1958-1964 
 

Edward J. Ballek (Deceased) Sergeant in the US Army, 148th Combat Engineer Battalion,      
 1943-45 
 

Edward Crouse (Deceased) Private, US Army Battery C, 75th gun battalion (AAA cannoneer)  
 1948 - 1954 
 

Ron Everitt Specialist E-4,  US Army, 1970-72 
 

Leo P. Fox US Navy, Ship’s Cook Class 3, 1944-46 
 

Robert Fox  US Army   
 

Scott Gaun US Air Force, 1984-1988, Senior Airman. 
 

Gene Gribbin (Deceased) Sergeant,  US Army, 1950-52 
 

Michael Hesser - Sgt., US Marine Corps, 2010-2014 
 

David H. Holland (deceased) US Marine Corps, killed in                
 action 1967 
 

Myron Kressman (deceased) - US Army 1969-71 
 

W. Robert Litzenberger (deceased)  Corporal, US Army 1950 -52 
 

John Luther (deceased)  Private, US Army 351st Infantry, 88th Division, killed in action,            
 Italy 1944 
 

Paul McGinn  Specialist 4, US Army, 1970’s 
 

Wayne Mesko    Staff Sergeant, US Air Force, 99th Bomb Wing  1966-70 
 

James Miller  US Navy, 1965-1968 
 

Robert J. Newcomb  (Deceased)  Corporal, US Army, Medical Technician, 1951-53 
 

Harold E. Nicholas (Deceased)  Corporal, US Army, 2nd Armored Division, Medium Tank     
 Battalion, 1951-53 
 

David Pyne  Petty Officer 2nd Class E-4 US Navy, USS Gettysburg,  1994-98 
 

Blake Rodd  US Army, 2010-2014 
 

Silas Rodenbach  US Army, 1952-54 
 

Christopher S. Seifert (deceased)  Captain, US Army, 101st Airborne Division, killed in action 
 2003 
 

Hal Taylor  Lieutenant, US Navy, Field Intelligence, 1966-69 
 

Edward H. Xander  Corporal, US Marine Corps, 1955-59 
 
 
 
 



 

 Congregational Highlights 
 

Confirmation has begun for young people from 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham, Trinity 
Lutheran in Pleasant Valley, and St. Peter's, Rie-
gelsville (joining us for the first time).  Ten or so 
young people will join us every other Sunday evening from 5:30 - 8 PM to grow their rela-
tionship with a loving God.  Focus this year will be on the Bible.  All three pastors will join 
parents in helping these young people  grow in faith.  Pray for this important ministry for ad-
olescents, and especially for Hunter Aquino (2nd year) and Samantha Mueller (1st year) from 
our congregation. 
 

First Holy Communion Workshop - On the afternoon of Saturday, 
October 13, Sam Rhine and Leo Grzelkowski and their parents will 
experience what Jesus' giving of his Body and Blood means for 
them.  They will receive their First Holy Communion on Sunday, Oc-
tober 21 at our 10:30 AM Communion service. 

   West Nile Virus 

     A wet, hot summer has made the country susceptible to an increase in the 
mosquito population.  Mosquito breeding starts in the summer and continues in-
to the fall.  One virus caused by a mosquito bite to a human, is the West Nile Vi-
rus.  Cases have been reported in all of the United States.  Unfortunately there are 
no vaccines to prevent it or medications to treat it.   

 Fortunately, though, most people infected do not have symptoms or their symptoms are 
mild.  One in five people who are infected develop a fever and other mild symptoms.  About one 
in a hundred and fifty develops serious symptoms.  Mild symptoms include: fever, headache, 
body aches, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue and possibly a rash.  These symptoms are similar 
to the flu and usually subside in a few days.  The more serious symptoms  require immediate 
medical attention and are: high fever, severe headache, stiff neck, disorientation/confusion, stu-
por, tremors or muscle weakness.  Incubation from the bite ranges from two to fourteen days. 

      To reduce the risk of a bite, use insect repellent and wear long-sleeved shirts and pants.  
The peak time for mosquitoes is early morning and dusk.  Also, standing water and dense wood-
ed areas provide breeding places for them.  

God Bless You, 

Mary Hurley, RN      www.mayoclinic.org/west-nile-virus 2018. 

 

Adult Sunday School  
 

The Adult Bible Study Sunday class is discussing the Gospel of John.  We meet in 
the back of the church around 9:00 AM  - all are welcome to attend. 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/west-nile-virus%202018


 

 

 

Fall will soon arrive and we’re excited about the events scheduled for October 
and November.  We’ll be taking our annual field trip to Trauger’s Farm.  We’ll 
me learning about all of the vegetables and crops that grow on the farm.  
They’ll also be able to sample some of them.  The ride in the hay wagon is a 
terrific way to tour the farm and at the end they are rewarded with apple ci-
der and a pumpkin.   

 

Miss Becky, the Children’s Librarian from Riegelsville Library, will resume her once a month visit to share 
stories and books with the children.  We’ll end the month of October with our special Halloween Parade 
with our masks that they made and songs that they’ll share with their families.  Our Care-A-Lot theme 
with Pastor Dave for October is:  How Can We Be Helpful?.  The children look forward to his visit each 
week as we learn about stories from the Spark Bible. 
 

In November, we welcome the Pilgrims, Native Americans and Turkeys.  Our special celebration for 
Thanksgiving will be “Thanksgiving Theme Day”.  The day will begin with making a centerpiece craft for 
our table.  We’ll then move to the game station where will play “Pumpkin Pie Relay, Find the Turkey 
Feathers and Turkey Bean Bag”.  We’ll finish with the food station where we will make our dessert for 
our feast.  They will then put on their turkey costumes that they made and sit down to eat our feast.  
Thank you to our parent volunteers and Mrs. McGinn for helping with the day’s activities.  The parents 
and families will arrive at 11:45 for our story and song fest.  Our Christian theme for November with 
Pastor Dave is “Who Are We Thankful For”.  We’ll also be learning about food/growth, manners and op-
posites. 
 

The students, parents and staff would like to say “THANK YOU” to the church members for all of the 
supplies that were donated to Care-A-Lot.  We also would like to thank Jim Altemose for scraping and 
painting the peeling areas in the hallway, Dianna Streletz for cleaning the stairs and hallway and Cheryl 
Mesko for coordinating the clean-up.  We’d also like to thank Joel Roney for installing the gate into the 
kitchen. 
 

Care-A-Lot will again be participating in the Giant A+ Rewards Program.  Last year we made $545.36 
from the program, just because people signed up to be a part of the program and list Care-A-Lot as their 
recipient.  Information flyers on how to sign up for the program are available on the narthex table.  
Different this year is that you need to sign-up on line or call their help number and they will sign you up.  
The school will earn 1% of the total amount you spend during the time period and a check is sent to the 
school in June.  The more who sign up, the more we receive.  Reminder:  If you signed up in the past 
and your number hasn’t changed, you DO NOT have to sign up again.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me.  Thank you in advance. 
 

Enjoy the beautiful Fall season!!!    
Linda Reinbold 



 

 September meeting: Our tour of the Easton food bank was really informative. They are 
one of seven foodbanks in the Easton area; who cooperate so that there is a food bank 
open every day. ProJeCt, because they are manned four days a week, gets the most 
drop in people with needs. To use the foodbank you have to be a resident of Northamp-
ton County and have an income below a certain level. You can use any of the 7 food-
banks once a week. They also serve homeless people with added supplies like blankets, 
sternos, socks and gloves. 

Donations of food comes from local churches and organizations; stores and individuals. They also re-
ceive food from Second Harvest (Upper Bucks receives food from Philabundance.) They have one paid 
employee, all the rest are volunteers. They get fresh meat, fresh bread and dairy products. What they do 
not get much of are personal care items – including toilet paper. They have a shelf for these, and a per-
son can have one item each month. We are going to collect toilet paper and personal care items for 
them in October. 

October meeting: Will be the fall gathering of the Upper Bucks Women of the ELCA. We will carpool 
from the church to Trinity, Perkasie.      

Program: Living in God’s Forgiveness and Love  - Attendees: All women are invited 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jennifer Ollikainen, Pastor of Trinity and author of article about forgiveness in 
the September 2018 Gather magazine  
Date: Saturday October 20, 2018 
Time: Registration is from 8:30 to 9:00, Breakfast follows at 9:00,  
Place: Trinity Lutheran Church, 19 S. Fifth Street Perkasie.   
Parking: There is a parking lot on 4th and Chestnut St. or you can park on the street.  
In Kind gifts: Bars of soap, sanitary pads (no tampons), wash cloths, deodorant, travel-sized hand 
sanitizer, toothbrushes, and toothpaste to support a Poverty Resolutions mission of women in 
Haiti 
RSVP: please let me know if you are coming – our hostesses are trying to get a head count so 
they have enough food. 

November meeting: We will share information on a local organization Worthwhile Wear which works 
with people trapped in human trafficking. They finance their ministry through their thrift shops which 
also sell the jewelry made by women in India who are learning this trade as a way of making a living 
without selling themselves. The organization also supports a home, The Well, for Upper Bucks women 
who are trying to get out of the same trap. We are going to look into possibly volunteering at Worth-
while Wear in the spring. 

Date: Friday November 2, 2018 Time: 11:00 am  Attendees: All women are invited  
Place: Fellowship Hall; followed by a trip to Worthwhile Wear thrift shop in Pipersville for those 
who would like to go.   

In Kind gifts: We will be collecting clean, good quality winter clothes to donate  



 

 

 

Pastor's Message … Continued 

It seems clear that our Lord desires that we be united as human beings and not divided by our 

political beliefs.  This doesn't mean that we can't have different ideas about government and 

political policy.  It does mean that we dare not dismiss other human beings because of our 

differences.  We are not allowed to devalue Republicans or Democrats or Independents be-

cause of what they believe.  Instead, I believe God is calling on us in 2018 not to disconnect 

from each other.  Let's listen to all sides.  Let's disagree without being disagreeable, prideful, or 

impatient.  After all, we pledge allegiance to  "One Nation under God."  If we take these actions 

to reverse destructive national division, we will be taking Christlike actions. 

• Martin Luther, in his explanation of the Fourth Commandment in the Small and Large 

Catechism, lists government as one of God's gifts of "Daily Bread" to us.  Good gov-

ernment does good things for human beings under national authority.  We are not to 

view government as "inherently evil." Certainly, since government involves human 

leaders, it is imperfect and sometimes sinful.  Yet, we need government for good or-

der and necessary services.  For us, the governed, to decide that we’re just fed up 

with presidents, governors, legislators, and judges to the extent that we're ready to 

drop out of the system, is not a godly action for the Christian citizen.  The process is 

messy and imperfect.  But it is still possible for government to do good and just and 

compassionate things for its citizens. 

There's about a month left before November 6 - Election 

Day.  It's not too late for us as Christian citizens to pray 

about our responsibility.  This is what I think God would 

want us to do.  God would want us to study honestly candi-

dates and issues.  God would want us to vote for those who 

seem to want to help the least of these - those who need 

the most help - the hungry, the poor, the homeless, those 

who are un- or under-employed, and others who lack power.  

God would then want us to dare to vote, even if we cannot 

find the perfect candidate.  This is what I'm planning to do in the weeks ahead.  I urge you to 

join me in this important Christian responsibility. 

 ~Pastor David Deal 



 

 
 

Durham Township Community PICNIC 

Saturday, October 13Th, 2018  Noon -  3:00 PM 

The Sixth Annual FREE Community Dinner will be held on 
Saturday, December 1 between 2:00 and 7:00 PM.  The 
free dinner is sponsored by churches, the Riegelsville Fire-
house, and other area groups.  Free tickets will be availa-
ble on Sunday mornings in November from Lois or Joe.  
You can choose any hour to eat between 2 and 7:00 PM. 

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the NO-
Bake Bake Sale - it was an astronomical success.! Our 

church raised $400.00 for the event. Our next Community Dinner Meeting is Monday,    
October 24, 2018, when the other three participating churches will report their totals.   
Our response was once again “TOP SHELF”. 

~Lois Altemose (610-346-7241) and Joe Hlavaty (610-360-6199) 
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