
Coming in December … 
• Saturday, December 1  Com-

munity Holiday Dinner 
• Sunday, December 2 - Con-

firmation at Durham 5:30 
• Sunday, December 9- New 

Members,   Budget Meeting, 
Congregational Dinner 

• Saturday, December 15- Liv-
ing Nativity at Trinity, 5 and 7 
PM 

• Sunday, December 16-   
Communion, New members 

• Sunday, December 23 - 
10:30 AM - Sunday School 
Christmas Service, Christmas 
Caroling to Homebound 

• Monday,  December 24—
7:30 PM Candlelight Christ-
mas  Festival Communion 

• Sunday, December 30 - NO 
Sunday School, 10:30 Service 
of Lessons and Carols 

"Good News to the World" 
 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor. 
he has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  Luke 4:18-19 
 

These words of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of Luke lay the groundwork for 
our new Church Year which begins on December 2.  It will be the "Year of 
Luke."  Luke has been described as a doctor, and so the emphasis on healing 
continues throughout this Gospel.  The third evangelist is concerned with the 
poor, the oppressed, and the captives.  Thus, Luke pays special attention to 
Jesus' concern for women, for the hungry, for the excluded and the 
forgotten.  Luke has also sometimes been described as a historian who 
wishes to provide for us an orderly account of the events of Jesus, sent by 
God to the world. 
 

On December 2, we begin the year of Luke.  We also begin the Season of 
Advent, the first season of a new Church Year.  Every Sunday in December 
you will receive messages of hope ad salvation.  Luke will prepare us to 
witness the birth of a baby who is born to bring peace to the world. 
 

Come and hear!  Come and see special sights in the sanctuary!  Come and 
prepare with the whole Church to receive a Savior! 

 

~ Pastor David Deal 
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  Advent/Christmas Highlights  

Sunday, December 2 - Advent begins, the wreath is lit - 
 "Coming Days" 
Sunday December 9 - 2nd candle is lit on Advent Wreath - 
 "Prepare" - New members are received; we approve
 faithfully a new budget for 2019; and we celebrate  a 
 Christmas covered dish meal. 
Sunday, December 16 - 3rd candle on wreath is lit - For-
giveness." 
Sunday, December 23 - 4th candle on the Advent Wreath is lit - "Grace."  The Sunday 
 School presents, "The Night the Animals Sang" at 10:30 AM. 
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve - 7:30 PM  Festive Candlelight Communion 
 Service with special music 
Sunday, December 30 - First Sunday of Christmas - Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, January 6 - Feast of Epiphany; at 10:30 AM a special service for children   
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Seasons of Advent and Christmas 



           

FORWARD TOGETHER IN FAITH 
 

In this season of Giving, you are given an opportunity to make 
a special gift to extend the mission of Christ in this region.  
Three years ago, our SEPA Synod approved a campaign called 
"Forward Together in Faith," whose purpose is to make possi-
ble exciting initiatives to increase our Lutheran witness in 
Bucks, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, and Philadelphia 
counties.  Specifically, we want to help provide full tuition to 
individuals attending our Seminary, to strengthen congrega-
tions as they reach out in new ways in their communities, to 
improve our communication skills in a new 21st century world, 
and much, much more.   
 

This is a campaign of raising of living stones, ambassadors for Christ, and members of the 
body who will share the Gospel inside and outside the walls of our churches.  The SEWPA 
Synod set a goal of more than one million dollars from 150 congregations.  Each congrega-
tion was presented with a goal commensurate with its size and overall giving.  Our Church 
Council met with a representative of the Synod last fall, who presented us with a challenge 
of $6,000 t0 9,000 to be met over a three year period, annual gifts of $2,000 to $3,000.  Al-
ready I as your pastor have personally pledge $1,500, and a gift of $500 has been received.  
That means we're well on our way toward a goal of $6,000 - $9,000.   
 

Now we are asking you to give what you can, in addition  to your already faithful regular giv-
ing.  We are hoping to have special "Forward Together in Faith" offering envelopes to give 
you.  If you would like to give now, simply write a check to 'ELC of Durham' with 'Forward  
Together in Faith' in the memo line.  You can present your gift by mail or in the offering plate 
before the end of the year. 
 

Please carefully consider this request.  And give with confidence knowing that with the faith-
ful commitment of individual believers and congregations, we are moving "Forward Togeth-
er in Faith" as One Body in Christ. 

~ Pastor David Deal / Church Council 

Page 2 

THANK YOU for all of the cards, flowers, soup, and prayers during my recent 
recovery from spine surgery.  I'm sure the prayers are what got me through 
the complications!  My next surgery will be January 9.  The best way to con-
tact me in this next period of irregular office hours is by email 
(anniebwong@gmail.com or evangel@durhamlutheran.org) or by cell phone 

call or text 610-730-3525. 

PHOTOS - When I have a photograph to post to our church's Facebook page, it extends our reach by 
around 3,000%!  So, PLEASE, when you are at any church events, take a few quick pictures with your 
cellphone and text them to me at 610-730-3525.  I will post them on Facebook or our church website. 
If you are unsure about how to send pictures, check with Kerri Rhine, or Ken Anderson.   THANKS! 
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Because of the snow, our November meeting was postponed until Friday 
December 7th at 11:00 a.m. We will meet upstairs for a discussion on the 
work of Worthwhile Wear, an organization helping victims caught in human 
trafficking. There will be a brief business meeting followed by a trip to 
Worthwhile Wear thrift shop in Pipersville for those who would like to go.  

Date: Friday December 7, 2018 
Time: 11:00 am   
Place: Fellowship Hall  
In Kind gifts: We will be collecting clean, good quality winter clothes to donate to the thrift 
shop 
Attendees: All women are invited 
 

On Sunday December 9th,   following the budget meeting, WELCA will host our annual Christ-
mas covered dish dinner. Please join us for a time of fellowship and good food.  We will supply 
the beverages, rolls & butter; you bring a dish and/or desert to share. The tables will be deco-
rated with poinsettias which will be given to our shut-in members.  
 

Our January meeting will be held Friday, January 8, 2019 at 11:00 in the church fellowship hall 
the main order of business is the January soup supper. Program to be announced. 

Following the meeting, those who are free will have lunch together.   

Helen Dungan 

 

January Soup supper:   (Helen Dungan) 
Date: Wednesday, January 16th  

Time: 4:00 to 6:30 PM  

Soups: Vegetable Beef and Potato. 

Price: Quart of soup - $7.00 (if you can, please bring your own container.) 

Eat-In (includes soup, bread, beverage and dessert) - $7.00 for adults; 
$3.00 for kids 6-16; 5 and under free  

 

On Monday, January 14, we will be cooking bones for the beef broth; help is needed around 5 
PM for straining the broth, and washing pots. If you can help Monday evening, please let Helen 
Dungan know.   
 

Then, please join us at 9:00 AM Wednesday morning to chat, peel potatoes, chop vegetables 
and prepare the soups. We have BASKETS of potatoes to peel as well as other vegetables so 
there is lots of opportunity to chat.   
 

We also have tables to set up and take down, bread and desserts to bake, pots and dishes to 
wash, and soup to serve. There is plenty of work and we need lots of helpers.  From around 
3:30 to 6:30 PM, we need volunteers to help with serving and dishwashing; and around 6:30 
we need helpers to take down the tables and put the chairs away.  
 

 And remember, ALL proceeds are donated to hunger causes. 
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 * Asterisk indicates that Holy Communion will be served. 

  2* 9* 16 *  24* 
Christmas Eve 

30 23 

Youth Acolyte &  
Communion Asst. 

Conner 

Aquino 

Nicholas 

Phillipps 

Matthew 

Mueller 

Grace          
Litzenberger   

Samantha 
Mueller 

Hunter  

Aquino 

Addyson  
Mammana 

Greeter(s) Jocelyn 

Frey 

Bea von 
Watzdorf & 

Leo 

Linda & Stan 

Czeck 

Lois & Jim 
Altemose 

Ed Xander Kathy & Joe 
Hlavaty 

Lay Worship           
Assistant/ Lector 

Kerri Rhine Bea von  
Watzdorf 

Val McGinn The Mueller 
Family 

TBA Sunday 
School 

Council  Communion  
Assistants 

Ken Anderson 
Scott Gaun   

Ken  
Anderson 

Scott Gaun   

Ken  
Anderson 

Scott Gaun   
  

Ken Anderson 
Scott Gaun   

Cathy Mueller 
Mike Rhine  

   

Counters  Ken Anderson, Scott Gaun 

Head Usher  Cheryl Mesko 

Altar Guild  Cheryl Mesko, Nancy Moskella, and Barb Naska 

* Indicates Communion will be served 

December Worship Assistants 

 December Birthdays          December  Anniversaries  December Baptisms 

 2 Clayton Leichliter 8 Dianna and Peter Streletz (28th) 1 Kerri Rhine 

14 Victoria Phillipps 
Benjamin Williams  

   2 Blake Trauger 

    4 Rowan Froehlich 

19 Bob Starling 21 Kathy and Joe Hlavaty (44th) 6 Brian Ashmore, Sr. 

20 Valerie McGinn 26 Cheryl and Wayne Mesko (42nd) 8 Brendan Snyder 

23 Scott Gaun,             
Clayton Helfrich 

28 Jayne and Jim Miller (50th)  9 Lois Altemose 

27 Gerry Seipt (91st)   10 Jocelyn Frey 
Hunter Frey 

29 Leo Grzelkowski 29 Lois and Jim Altemose (45th) 11 Alex Crouse 

30 George Kreitz  30 Gerry and Don Seipt (68th) 
Laura and Dave Helfrich (12th) 

15 Lee Ann Kressman 

31 Jenny Moyer   18 Ken Anderson 

    23 Coraline Trauger 

    29 Matthew Mueller 

Other December baptisms, exact date unknown:  Cheryl Mesko, and Cathy Mueller 
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Christmas giving: On Sunday December 16th, we will dedicate our 
donations of personal care kits, children’s gifts, and food gift 
cards. Lynn Gaun will deliver the local gifts, the personal care kits 
will be delivered later, so if you cannot get them here by the six-
teenth, you can bring them later.  
Children’s gifts: Lynn Gaun has the names of some local children 
whose Christmas would be brighten by a gift from you. Speak to 

her if you would like to help.   
 

Gift cards: We are also collecting some food cards for some older and needful folks in our 
community. Again, speak to Lynn.   
 

Personal care kit: Each contains: 1 light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 
27”), dark color recommended; 2 or 3 bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, 
in original wrapping; 1 adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging (toothbrush multi-
packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic 
bags or wrap); 1 sturdy comb, remove packaging; and 1 metal nail clippers (attached file op-
tional).  The personal care kits will go to Lutheran Disaster Relief for those forced from their 
homes and into shelters. Recent disasters have depleted their supplies. 
 

Caroling: After church on Sunday, December 23rd (weather permitting) we will go caroling to 
our shut-in members. We will share a light lunch in the fellowship hall before heading out. 
Please join us – all ages and singing levels are welcome. You do NOT have to be a great sing-
er to share the music of Christmas.    
 

Food Banks: Thanks to all who donated food - our windowsill were full. Thanks also to Mark 
Harwick and Cheryl and Wayne Mesko for delivering throughout the past year.  In December, 
we will collect  foods traditionally associated with Christmas.  In January we'll collect  soup 
in preparation for Souper Bowl of Caring.   However, everything is welcome. If you find 
something on sale at a really good price, please donate it. Both food banks appreciate all do-
nations.   
 

Food baskets: These food baskets were placed on the altar during October/November:   
 

October 21st – the families of Sam Rhine and Leo Grzelkowski on the occasion of their First 
Communion. 
November 11th  – the Mueller family in honor of Cathy and Mathew’s birthdays.  
November 18th  –  Ed Xander in memory of Nancy Jean Xander.  
November 25th – Miriam and Ken Anderson in memory of Paul and Joe Musser. 
 
If you would like to honor or memorialize a loved one with a food basket, please sign on the 
sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex; include your dedication. If you do the shopping 
yourself, any non perishable items are appreciated. Alternatively, I can do the shopping. The 
minimum cost of a food basket is $25, the same cost as altar flowers.   



In December we will be learning about the “Star” shape and reading about 
the star that led the shepherds and wise men to the baby Jesus.  We will work 
on counting one-to one and learning about the letters J-K-L.  We’ll also be 
learning about good hygiene habits and having a healthy body.  We’ll have a 

special music presentation by Jim Roney, Joshua Roney’s uncle.  He will share his music and in-
struments with the children.  Our theme for December with Pastor Dave is:  God’s Gift: Jesus Is 
Born. We are looking forward to a visit from the man in the red suit.  The children have all 
been on Santa’s “NICE list”.  
The school will be closed on Dec. 25th through the 27th, for the Christmas holiday. Classes will 
resume on Jan. 2nd. 
 
In January we’ll welcome in the New Year with many planned activities which include: Pajama 
Day, Teddy Bear Day, Mr. Yuk Day with a play, Dinosaur Day and Groundhog Day. The theme for 
January with Pastor Dave is “We Are All One Under God”. We will have Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences on the morning of January 16th, from 9-12:00, with no regular classes on that day.  We’ll 
hold our conferences on the stage area, while the members of Durham prepare for the “Soup 
Supper”.  We will have evening Parent-Teacher Conferences on January 17th from 6:00-8:00 pm.  
We will have classes on that day. 
 

The Care-A-Lot Students and Staff wish everyone a 
Joyous and Blessed Christmas and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year!!!! 
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  PRAYER 
Please lift up in prayer the following … 

For Healing of those in our Congregation:  

For Healing of Friends and Family:  

For those who are Homebound:  

For the Grieving: 
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       December 2018 

To Our Church Family, 

 This year, as in previous years, the Church Council of Evangelical Luther-
an Church of Durham invites you to make a contribution toward a Christmas gift 
for Pastor Deal and our other staff members.  Any amount you can afford is 
welcome, so that we can show our appreciation for the many ways our Pastor 
and church staff serve God and our congregation.  

 Please make your check payable to Evangelical Lutheran Church and put 
it in an envelope marked “Christmas Gifts.”   You can place your contribution in 
the collection plate on Sunday morning, or mail it to Ken Anderson, P.O. Box 51, 
Durham PA 18039-0051.   
 

 Thank you for your generosity.  We wish you all a joyous Christmas and 
a blessed New Year.     
 

Mike Rhine 
Church Council President                        
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Christmas Flowers It is time to order Poinsettias to decorate our chancel for Christmas.  

Orders will be taken until December 16.   You can place your check and complet-
ed order form in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or you can order by mail.   
Send your check and completed order form to: Victoria Phillipps, 100 Meadows 
Lane, Riegelsville, PA 18077.  Make checks payable to Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Durham.   Please make sure to include your phone number.  Flowers 
will be delivered on Friday, December 21 or Saturday, December 22.  Any ques-
tions, please contact Victoria at 610-346-1996. 

NAME 

Phone Number 

Quantity Plant  Price 
Total 

Amount  In Honor/In Memory of 

  Red Poinsettia $7.00     

  White Poinsettia $7.00     

  

Grand Total 

      

Matthew Mueller 
SLEEPSOUT 

 

Our Matthew Mueller recently participated 
with teens from Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Pleasant Valley in SleepOut for Homelessness 
2018, organized by the Keystone Opportunity 
Council. It was a rainy night, and the group 
ended up sleeping IN, but everyone had a 
great time. 

It is not too late if you would like to support 
Matthew by making a donation to help end 
homelessness.  Please visit 
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/1763185 to donate.  

Pastor Tyler from TLC has a great blog post (with photos!) about this event - you can read it 
at: https://www.trinitypv.org/blog/sleep-in-4-homelessness. 

Way to go, Matthew!!!  Thanks for continuing to do the work Jesus calls on us to do. 

https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/1763185?fbclid=IwAR2Tfly42PL-vQz6o1oVgGcsIUOFnb9iipQ63kK455x2zD1C2pz3_TD_Dzo
https://www.trinitypv.org/blog/sleep-in-4-homelessness?fbclid=IwAR25TQ9nDPFL-Xuw9s18H5rNxFYiE3dbc_DUIE3OKgaWnWH1Z-Iz5Pym2HU
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