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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

Reverend James Heckman, Bridge Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 

 January 8, 2023 – 10:30 AM  

 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 
You can find the live stream at the following locations: 

www.facebook.com/durhamlutheran 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 

Prelude - We Three Kings 
John H. Hopkins, Jr. Arranged by Mark Hayes 

Welcome 

Introduction to Worship 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this 
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will 

bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are 
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our 

baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s 
healing. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Where there are options, take out what you do not want, I will clean up the formatting 
and add the P: and C: stuff after. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
OR 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 
gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 
A reading from the Psalms: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory 
thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. O LORD, give strength to your people; give 
them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. (Psalm 29:3, 11) 
A reading from the Psalms: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who 
dwell therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before 
the LORD. (Psalm 98:7-8) 

A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
(Romans 6:3-5) 

A reading from Second Corinthians: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

A reading from Revelation: Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of 
the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

The leader addresses those who are gathered. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

The leader gives thanks, using one of the following prayers or similar words. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
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Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
Here particular bodies or sources of water may be named. 

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 
You are the fountain of resurrection. 
Praise to you for your saving waters: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, 
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word 
that saves us in this sacrament. 
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. 
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
OR 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
OR 

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, 
for you created the waters of the earth: 
wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 
Here particular bodies or sources of water may be named. 

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. 
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. 
You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. 
Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. 
Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Assembly singing may follow, especially song related to baptism. As a reminder of the 
gift of baptism, those present may be sprinkled with water during this time. 

The order concludes with this or another suitable blessing. 

Almighty God, 
who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 
and forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn – Shall We Gather at the River, vs. 1,2 ..................................... ELW #423 

1 Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 
2 On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
 we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.  Refrain 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray. . . O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower 
us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not 

exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s 
task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 

L: The First Reading is from the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah  
 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up 
his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow 
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his teaching. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I 
have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from 
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the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come 
to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 29 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of 

God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

L: The Second Reading is from the tenth chapter of the Book of Acts 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
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beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation  

(Please stand) 

C: Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased." Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17) 

The Holy Gospel - Matthew 3:13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s 

child. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew:   C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.  

(Be seated after the gospel) 

Children's Message 

Sermon  

Hymn of the Day – When Jesus Came to Jordan ............................................... ELW #305 

1 When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
 he did not come for pardon but as the Sinless One. 
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 He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
 to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

2 He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 
 for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 
 So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 
 the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

3 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; 
 this very day invade us, and ev'ry bondage break. 
 Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 
 to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 

Nicene Creed 
 C:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

P: Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the 
new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and 
teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. 
Merciful God, 
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C: receive our prayer. 

P: Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal 
the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds (local water 
sources may be named). Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without 
access to safe water. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international 
authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 
service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from 
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first 
responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or 
experiencing crisis (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit 
in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any 
beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to 
serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks 
for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the 
saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 
in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offertory Choir Anthem:  Christ When for Us You Were Baptized..................... ELW #304 

Presentation of the Gifts 

Offertory Prayer 

P: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 
these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
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people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 
Savior, 

C: Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. C: AND ALSO WITH YOU 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND 

PRAISE. 
Preface for Pentecost (spoken by Pastor)  

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” ................................................................................ ELW pg. 207 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Come and taste the joy of God. 

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 

“Lamb of God” ............................................................................................. ELW pg. 208 

Hymn during Distribution- Spirit of Gentleness ................................................ ELW #396 

Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
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 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
 and down in the city you called once again, 
 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 
 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 
Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you 

C: Amen. 

Communion Table Blessing (said by Pastor after all have communed) 

P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always 

C: Amen. 

Announcements    

(Please be seated) 

Sending Song:  Wash, Oh God Our Sons and Daughters .......................... ELW #445 

Wash, Wash O God, our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and light. 
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart’s delight. 

We who bring them long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed. 
Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread. 
God, renew us, guide our footsteps; free from sin and all its snares, 
one with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs. 

Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways! 
To your name be glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise! 
We your people stand before you, water-washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer, Recreate us, God transform. 
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Dismissal. 

P: Go in peace. . Follow the way of Jesus  C: Thanks be to God. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES  BAPTISMS 

        9 Faye Gadwell, Conner Aquino 

        10 Austin Apgar, Joanne Apgar, 
Erika Trauger 

12 Landon Helfrich         

January Outreach 
The offering envelopes are being collected for the AHUB homeless shelter. We are also 
collecting peanut butter, jelly, and personal / household cleaning products.  You can sign 
up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate an Outreach Basket. You can either buy 
the supplies for the basket or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

Date Time Activity 
Sunday, January 8,2023 5:00 PM Confirmation Class at Trinity, Pleasant 

Valley 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023 12:00 PM Presentation by Lynn Gaun on Church 

women’s organization history. 
Monday, January 9, 2023 7:00 PM Church Council meeting 
Friday, January 13, 2023 9:00 AM 

3:00 - 7:00 PM 
Cream of Broccoli Soup Prep 
Soup on sale for takeout 

Date Time Activity 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023 10:30 AM Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 7:00 PM PALM meeting at Upper Tinicum Lutheran 

Church 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 8:00 AM – 

4:00 PM 
Generosity And Vitality In The NOW 
Normal @ Trinity Lansdale 
 https://ministrylink.org/2023-generosity-
extravaganza/ 

Tuesday January 24, 2023 7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting 
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Advent Reverse Calendar Challenge! Today is the last Day! Thanks to all who have brought 
boxes of food! 

Please lift up in prayer the following: 
For Healing of those in our Congregation: 

Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Frank Erceg; Virginia Hager; Betty and George 
Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; Donnie Pyne; Linda Sauter; and 
Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 

For Healing of Friends and Family:  

Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly 
Bordelon; Emma Brown; Ollie Butler; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie 
Courtney; Miriam Deal; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; 
Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois 
James & family; Lauren Keebler; Martine King; Jane Litzenberger; Chelsea Marley; Lenny 
Marin; Jim McAnally; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Debra Patten; Jennifer Phelps; Dr. Larry 
Rakowski; Tom Ross; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; Debbie Schultz; David 
Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Nancy Vetter; Linda 
Wilson, and Henry Wong. 

For those who are Homebound:  

Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal Taylor. 

For the grieving:  

Wanda Altemose; LaDonna Gibbs; Mary Ellen Jonczyk; Lisa Pezzino; Donald Seipt; 
Jeffrey Tapler 

 Helping in Worship 
 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Acolyte TBD 
Altar Barb Naska & LeaAnn Kressman 
Lector Bea Von Watzdorf 
Greeters Linda & Dave Sauter 
Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Mark Harwick & Val McGinn 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 


