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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

Reverend James Heckman, Bridge Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 

February 5, 2023 – 10:30 AM 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 
 

Introduction to Worship 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 

injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works 

shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 
You can find the live stream at the following locations: 

www.facebook.com/durhamlutheran 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
 
 
 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  Graham Kendrick 
Welcome 
Confession and Forgiveness     [Please stand if you are able] 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced 
your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you 
so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. C: Amen. 

Opening Hymn – Christ Be Our Light ......................................................................... ELW #715 

Greeting 

P:  Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
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Hymn of Praise ............................................................................................................WOV 30 

 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray. . . Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. 

By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
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Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 

justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

L: The First Reading is from the Fifty-Eighth chapter of Isaiah  
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do 
we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel 
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your 
voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down 
the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD? 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and 
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of 
the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if 
you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise 
in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, and 
satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer 
of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4) 

L:  1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s 
commandments! 

C:  2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 

L:  3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 

C:  4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion. 
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L:  5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 

C:  6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

L:  7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

C:  8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their 
enemies. 

L:  9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;  they will 
hold up their head with honor. 

C:  10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the 
desires of the wicked will perish. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously 

presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves 
and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 

L: The Second Reading is from the second chapter of 1 Corinthians 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 
you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 
6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has 
prepared for those who love him” 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual. 
14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 
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But we have the mind of Christ.] 

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation    (Please stand) ...........................................................................WOV 31 

 

The Holy Gospel - Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 

world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter:  C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.  
(Be seated after the gospel) 

Children's Message 

Sermon  
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Hymn – This Little Light of Mine ............................................................................... ELW #677 

Apostles’ Creed 

C:    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church 
everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain 
the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to 
lands and communities experiencing natural disasters (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that 
workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to 
heed your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to 
hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or 
violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P:  Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, 
that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with 
tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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P: The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for (the 
Martyrs of Japan and) all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep 
them in our remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offertory Choir Anthem  - We are Called .................................................................... RW #251 

Presentation of the Gifts 

Offertory - “Let the Vineyards”  ................................................................................... WOV 35
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Offertory Prayer 

P: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 
these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 
Savior, 

C: Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. C: AND ALSO WITH YOU 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND 

PRAISE. 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” ...................................................................................... WOV 36 

 
Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Come and taste the joy of God. 

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 

“Lamb of God” ................................................................................................... WOV 39 

 
Hymn during Distribution - Jesus, Come! ......................................................... ELW #312 

Table Blessing (spoken by pastor – Congregation remain seated)  
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Post- Communion Canticle - Thankful Hearts ..................................................... WOV 40 

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you 

C: Amen. 

Announcements 

Sending Blessing 

P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always 

C: Amen. 

Sending Song -    We are Marching (Siyahamba) ....................................................... ELW #866 

Dismissal. 

P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: “Adagio”  Archangelo Corelli 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 
5 Laura Helfrich   Mike Rhine 

7 Dianna Streletz     

8 Diane DeWalt     

9     Anderson Fox, Serena Ashmore 

10 Wayne Mesko     

 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Date Time Activity 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 10:30 

5:00 PM -7:30 PM 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Confirmation class @ St’ Luke’s 

Friday February 10, 2023 10:00 AM WELCA meeting 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Date Time Activity 
Sunday, February 12, 2023 10:30 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Souper bowl Sunday,  Bring 
Soup! 

Monday, February 13, 2023 7:00 PM Church Council 
Friday, February 17, 2023 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  

3:00 - 7:00 PM 
Soup preparation 
Soup on sale – Chicken Noodle 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 10:30 AM 
After Church 

5:00 PM-7:30 PM 

Sunday after Epiphany 
2023 Annual Meeting 
Confirmation class @ Durham 

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 6:30 PM Shrove Tuesday Pot Luck Supper 
in the Fellowship hall.  Bring old 
palms. 

Wednesday, February 22, 2023 1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday Spoken service 
Regular service 

Sunday February 26, 2023 10:30 AM 
5:00 PM 

First Sunday in Lent 
Reverse Advent Calendar 
celebration dinner @ Trinity 
Pleasant Valley 
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Congregation Constitution Update - Since it has been “only” 13 years since we last updated our 
church’s constitution, we will be updating it this year for approval in the 2024 congregational 
meeting. We need a few volunteers to work in this update. This will require about 1-2 hour per 
month for up to 6 months. Please see Ken Anderson for more information.  

February Outreach - The offering envelopes are being collected for the Allentown Rescue   
Mission (allentownrescuemission.org) homeless shelter. We are also collecting soup for local 
food banks.  You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate an Outreach Basket. 
You can either buy the supplies for the basket or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

Please lift up in prayer the following: 
For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Michael Altemus; Esther Crouse; Joanne & David Antoni; Frank Erceg; Virginia 
Hager; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; Donnie Pyne; 
Linda Sauter; and Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Aiden Benoure; Jason Bigley; 
Kelly Bordelon; Emma Brown; Ollie Butler; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; 
Miriam Deal; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Fred Foerster; 
Gerry Foran; Debbie Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Lauren Keebler; Martine King; Cecelia Kukuchka; Chelsea Marley; Lenny Marin; Jim 
McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Debra Patten; Jennifer Phelps; Tom Ross; 
Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn 
Stadt; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Nancy Vetter; and Henry Wong. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox;. Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For the grieving: 
Wanda Altemose; LaDonna Gibbs; Mary Ellen Jonczyk; Lisa Pezzino; Donald Seipt; Linda Wilson 

 Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Acolyte TBD 
Altar Mark Harwick & Bea von Watzdorf 
Lector Linda Sauter 
Greeters Mark Harwick 
Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Mark Harwick & Val McGinn 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 


