Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham
P.0. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039 610- 346-8500

Reverend James Heckman, Bridge Pastor
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com

March 5, 2023

Second Sunday in Lent

Introduction to Worship

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s
gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as
children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to
new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God'’s love for all the world.

You can find the live stream at the following locations:
www.facebook.com/durhamlutheran
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B170076.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved.
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Prelude: Larghetto — Jean Marie LeClaire
Welcome
Opening Hymn — Wash O Wash My Sons and DAUGRALErS ......ceeeeereecereecrenncerenceenncnnanens ELW #445

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains
us with the gift of grace.

C: Amen.

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God,

C: we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy

word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your

creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive

us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may

receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *F forgives you in

Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

C: Amen.



Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray... O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen



(Please be Seated)

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set
out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.

L: A reading from Genesis.

The Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that | will show you. %I will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3| will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 3So Abram
went, as the Lorp had told him; and Lot went with him.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD.

Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lord. (Ps. 121:1, 2)
L: !l lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
C: My help comes from the Lorp, the maker of heaven and earth.
L: 3The Lorp will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
C: “Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;
L: >the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
C: °the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
L: “The LorD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
C: 2The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth
forevermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning
a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

L: A reading from Romans

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” *Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something
due. *But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned
as righteousness.

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '*If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. >For the law brings wrath;
but where there is no law, neither is there violation.



For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, Yas it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: THANKS BE TO GOD.

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand) ......cccecceeeeeirieenierieeeireencerreeneeerenneeeeessessenssessensenns ELW 142
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The Holy Gospel - John 3:1-17

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter:
C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ®Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. *What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus answered him,
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?



Hyery truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do
not receive our testimony. 2If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 3No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, **that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

18“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him

may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.
(Be seated after the gospel)

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn — Wade in the Water (Vs. 1-2).........ueeueeeiiireeniceriiennnccesseennsssessseensssssssssnnsnnnns ELW #459

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation
A brief silence.

P: O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay
theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of
teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the work
of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for
the natural world. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. Strengthen
organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate human
suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, or
addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to
you in their distress (especially). Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



P: O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their joy,
wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all for
faithful discipleship. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, so
inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Offertory Choir Anthem - Lord, For Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake — Arr. K. Lee Scott
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

Offertory - “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ..............cueeeeeeveeieenniereireencseesereesesnnsesnsnenns ELW #186
Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutherar Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as
you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

C: Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (spoken by Pastor)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor)

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end
of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom you
take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. He,
our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to
break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to
establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to
you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks
that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread and
wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify
you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Invitation to Commun

ion

P: Come and taste the joy of God.

“Lamb of GOd” .....ccoviiiiriiiiiiinictnn e ELW P 136
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Hymn during Distribution — Oh Love, How Deep (VS. 1-3) ....cu.ueerieeennccerirennnnceereennnnnnes ELW #322

Table Blessing (spoken by pastor — Congregation remain seated)
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Prayer after Communion

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the
world with your love.

C: Amen.

Announcements

Sending Blessing

P: God, the giver of love, F Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth
bless you in this Lenten journey.
C: Amen.

Sending Song — Canticle of the Turning (Vs. 1-2)............ceeeeeeeeieereeeeenieeereeenseseeencnnnnns ELW #723
Dismissal.

P: Go in peace. Servein love.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Toccata — Girolami Frescobaldi

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS
Gladys Nicholas (87)

Kenneth Crouse

Alaina Apgar Karen Bolesta

O 00| N | O

Clayton & Darby Leichliter (1)

11 |Brittany Froehlich,
Ella Rose Michl
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES

Date Time Activity
Sunday, March 5, 2023 9:30 AM Adult Forum — Current events
Second Sunday in Lent 10:30 AM Worship

2:00 PM Upper Bucks (Koinonia) Conference

Annual Assembly

5:00 PM Confirmation @ St. Peter’s
Wednesday, March 8, 2023 1:00 PM Bible study @ Hlavaty’s
St. Peter’s 5:30 PM Soup Supper
Riegelsville 6:15 PM Lenten devotions

Inheritance of Faith
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sunday, March 12, 2023 9:30 AM Adult Forum — Current events
Third Sunday in Lent 10:30 AM Worship
Daylight Savings - Spring Forward! After Worship | New Member Orientation
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 1:00 PM Bible study @ Hlavaty’s
Upper Tinicum 5:30 PM Soup Supper
Upper Black Eddy 6:15 PM Lenten devotions

Faithful in Prayer
Friday, March 17, 2023 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM | Soup Preparation
Vegetable Soup Sale 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM | Soup Sales
Sunday, March 19, 2023 9:30 AM Adult Forum — Current events
Fourth Sunday in Lent 10:30 AM Worship, Reception of New

5:00 PM-7:30 PM | Members
Confirmation class @ Durham

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 1:00 PM Bible study @ Hlavaty’s
St. Luke’s Ferndale 5:30 PM Soup Supper
6:15 PM Lenten devotions Striving for Justice

Chat & Chew — Pastor Jim will be available in the church office each Thursday at 12:30 PM for
Chat & Chew. Bring a bag lunch and join the conversation!

March Outreach - This Month’s collection will go to Worthwhile Wear (provides recovery and
housing services to human trafficking victims), see worthwhilewear.org for more information. We
are also collecting soup for local food banks. You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex
to donate an Outreach Basket. You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you.
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Please lift up in prayer the following:

& For Healing of those in our Congregation:

Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Esther Crouse; Joanne & David Antoni;

U . Frank Erceg; Virginia Hager; George Kreitz; Joan Mammana; Paul McGinn;

]\CCP N Yours? Cheryl Mesko; Julia Michl; Barbara Naska; Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie
DR’\QCRS Pyne; Ed Xander; and Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss.

For Healing of Friends and Family:

Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Aiden Benoure; Jason Bigley;
Kelly Bordelon; Emma Brown; Ollie Butler; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney;
Miriam Deal; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Fred Foerster;
Gerry Foran; Anna Gachev-Friedel; Debbie Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Penni Griffith;
Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Lauren Keebler; Martine King; Cecelia Kukuchka; Chelsea Marley;
Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Debra Patten; Jennifer Phelps; Tom Ross;
Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn
Stadt; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Ann Valent; Nancy Vetter; and Henry Wong.

For those who are Homebound:
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal
Taylor.

For families and friends grieving the loss of:
Wanda Altemose; LaDonna Gibbs; Mary Ellen Jonczyk; Robert Newcomb; Lisa Pezzino; Donald
Seipt; Linda Wilson

Helping in Worship

Preacher Rev. James Heckman
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams

Acolyte Samantha Mueller

Altar Miriam Anderson & Val McGinn
Lector Becky Praster

Greeter(s) Linda Sauter

Communion Usher Lynn Gaun

Council Counting Team Barb Naska & Cathy Mueller
Administration & Technology | Ken Anderson

Custodian Dianna Streletz
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE - MIDDLE EAST CRISIS
FEBRUARY 2023 ELCA.org/disaster

On Feb. 6 two powerful earthquakes, one a
1 magnitude 7.8 and the second a magnitude
‘ 7.5, hit Tarkiye and significantly impacted
neighboring Syria. The two quakes
devastated  both  countries,  killing
thousands of people and collapsing
thousands of buildings.

" Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to
supporting ACT Alliance and other partners
in responding to the earthquakes. ACT Alliance member organizations are providing
immediate aid; a comprehensive response will be coordinated as the full extent of
the impact becomes clearer.

Gifts to “Middle East Crisis” will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by the
earthquakes and other disasters in the region. Together we can provide immediate
and long-lasting support. Give today to support this response and others like it.

Yes, | want to help!

e Lutheran Disaster Response: Where needed most $ DDG0010
e Lutheran Disaster Response: Middle East Crisis S IDG0038
Name
Address

City State ZIP
code

Email address

— Give through your congregation or make your check out to Lutheran Disaster

— I_ C A Response and send to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gifts

- Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 and write
“Where needed most” or “Middle East Crisis” on your check’s memo line.
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Easter Flowers Order Form =

L
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The 2023 prices of Easter flowers are as follows:

Mums —random colors $9 ﬁ

Tulips — random colors  S9

Lilies — white $8 y “
Daffodils $8 /,}\
Name and Phone Number: &
X S9
# of Mums Total S for Mums
- X $9 -
# of Tulips Total S for Tulips
- X $8 -
# of Lilies Total S for Lilies
X S8
# of Daffodils Total S for Daffodils
Total # of Plants Total S for Order
In Honor or In Memory of:
(Please circle one)
Place your check and order form in the offering plate, or mail to M
Victoria Phillipps (100 Meadows Lane, Riegelsville 18077). The \ /
deadline to order flower is Sunday, April 2 (Palm Sunday). Any + A &
questions, contact Victoria . ' = "&
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