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Reverend James Heckman, Bridge Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 

 
 

April 16, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. 
The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still 
waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go 

forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

[DO WE WANT TO SWITCH TO THE THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM?] 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 619 vs. 1, 2, 8 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security 
to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, 

when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, 
shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.  
43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
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possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

P:  1The LORD| is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  
C:  2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me be- side still waters.  

P:  3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.  
C:  4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

P:  5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil, and my cup is running over.  

C:  6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even 
suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid 

adversity. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
9It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 
do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 

The Gospel – John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those 

who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead 
of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 789 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  You are the shepherd who gathers us in your mighty and loving arms. Help your church to 
listen for your voice, especially when the voices of sin, idolatry, and oppression threaten to 
overpower us. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  The green pastures, still waters, and dark valleys of this earth all belong to you, O Lord. 

Sustain your creation with a love that is both mighty and just. Where there is destruction, 
bring healing. Where there is desolation, bring abundance. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all people and all of creation. 

Direct leaders in our own time to learn from your example and instruction. Give them servant 
hearts, that they generously seek the good of all. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for those feeling overwhelmed 

by anxiety or depression or suffering in any way (especially). Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  You are the sheepgate that gives safety to your beloved flocks. Provide protection for 
refugees, victims of domestic violence, those who are imprisoned, and all people who are 
vulnerable to violence and mistreatment. (Local concerns may be named.) Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  You call your sheep by name and lead them through the valley of death. We give you thanks 
for those who have died and now dwell in your house forever (especially). Be with those who 
mourn, and give them hope in the promise of resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: The Lord's My Shepherd to tune of Amazing Grace  
- Setting by John Carter 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being.With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  

 
Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Hymn: ELW 782 
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Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING SONG: ELW 764 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

30 Alison and Emerson  Rhine  Ella Rose Michl 

1 Tim Leichliter   

2 Frank Erceg   

3   Kelvin De Walt  

4 Sara Aquino   

5 Hunter Aquino   

6  Wes & Kris Simmons (51)  

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Date Time Activity 
Sunday April 30, 2023 10:30 AM Fourth Sunday of Easter 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Wednesday, May 3 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 4 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

Friday, May 5 
Saturday, May 6 

2:00 PM -  6:15 PM 
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Synod Assembly 

Sunday ,May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham 
Mother’s Day 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 
Lutheran 
Night at the 
Phillies 

4:05 PM Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chrtering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting soup for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate an Outreach 
Basket. You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; and Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; Cecelia 
Kukuchka;  

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Jim Heckman 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Acolyte Chase Aquino 
Altar Barb Naska and Linda Sauter 
Lector Scott Gaun 
Greeter(s) Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 


