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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 



8 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 



17 

May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 



5 

This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 



16 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  

 



13 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 

 



6 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 



7 

stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 
  



3 

Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

 



2 

Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 

 



10 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 



11 

P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 



16 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 



5 

This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
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2 

Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 

 



6 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 
  



3 

Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 



15 

SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 



17 

May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  

 



13 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 



1 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 

 

 



9 

Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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durhamlutheran.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 

 

 



9 

Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 



12 

Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 

 



4 

 
GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
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Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

 



2 

Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 

 



6 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 



5 

This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 

 



6 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 



8 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider, Guest Pastor 
267-664-3160/ bridgepastor.ELD@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 

prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:   
Welcome 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Song: ELW 377 vs. 1, 2 
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GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 

serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
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stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  

C:  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

P:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

C:  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 

P:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
C:  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me.  

P:  16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy 

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first letter of Peter: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P:  The Gospel according to John 

C:  Praise to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen  vs. 3, 4, 5. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we 
remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen 
them for their bridge-building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, 

verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of 
pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. Hear us, O God.. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and 

organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid 
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing 

homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your 
heart. We pray for all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in 
this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going 
through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the 
care shown us by those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort 
for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 

and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Peace 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: This is the Day! Terry Kirkland 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface (spoken by Pastor)  
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 477 I Received the Living God 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 

grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! vs. 1, 2, 5. 

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY 

 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

7  Becky and Tom Praster (45)  

9  Barb and Ben Naska (53) Bryant Hlavaty 

10   Patricia Zion 

12   Jack Pyne 

13 Chris Mueller  Katie Aquino 

 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 7 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 

Monday, May 8 7:30 PM Church Council 
Wednesday, May 10 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

1:00 PM 
Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday,  May 11 12:00-3:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-n-Chew 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, May 14 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
TBD 

Adult Bible Study 
Worship 
Confirmation @ Durham, following worship 
Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

Office hours 
Book of Acts bible study @ Hlavaty’s 

Thursday, May 18 
Ascension of our Lord 

12:00AM-3:00PM 
12:30 PM 

Office hours 
Chat-N-Chew 

Friday, May 19 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Lutheran 
Night at 
the Phillies 

Bus :  1:45 PM 
Game:  4:05 PM 

Go to www.phillies.com/lutheran to buy 
tickets. 
The Cluster is chartering a school bus, $25 per 
person, call the church office or email 
phillies@durhamlutheran.org to reserve. 

 

Thank You to Pr. Guider for filling in this Sunday while Pr. Heckman 
is away. 
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May Outreach - Our Outreach envelopes for May have been designated for 
the CWS Blanket Sunday. We are also collecting food for local food banks. 
You can sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex to donate a food basket. 
You can either buy the supplies or Helen Dungan can shop for you. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; Michael Altemus; Joanne & David Antoni; Helen Dungan; 
Frank Erceg; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Barbara Naska; 
Bonnie Pyne dePortillo; Donnie Pyne; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby 
Ziegenfuss and Pat Zion. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Michael Barats; Anthony Beck; Jason Bigley; Kelly Bordelon; 
Emma Brown; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Stephanie Courtney; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Chris Fear; Cindy Gilligan; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Debbie 
Gardner; Joann Gary; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James 
& family; Martine King; Tom MacFarland; Chelsea Marley; Jim McAnally; Sean McNulty; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Lani Schlegel; 
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Donna Storm; Russ 
Trauger; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 

For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Betty Kreitz; Phyllis Lanshe; Jayne Miller; Silas Rodenbach; and Hal 
Taylor. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Stan Aagaard; Ollie Butler; Miriam Deal; Anna Gachev-Friedel; LaDonna Gibbs; Susan Gonzales; 
Cecelia Kukuchka 

If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or update it, please contact Joan 
Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
yakkityyak7@gmail.com. 

Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Shirley Guider 
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Linda Sauter 
Altar Barb Naska and Dot Peterman 
Acolyte TBD 
Lector Karen Beerer 
Communion Usher Kathy and Joe Hlavaty 
Council Counting Team Becky Praster and Bea Von Watzdorf 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 


