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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610-346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Bridge Pastor 
 

December 17, 2023 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

Introduction to Worship 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is 

turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a 
spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are 

happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:  
Welcome  
Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with 
salvation. 

C: Amen. 

P: God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of 
grace, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Everlasting God, 
C: you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-

centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in 
systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with 
creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad 
to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. 

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through 
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let 
us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

C: Amen. 
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Opening Hymn: ELW 248 
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P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
L: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 

(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and oppression. In the 

language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those 
who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn. 

L: A reading from Isaiah, the sixty-first chapter. 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4They 
shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be 
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in 
the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth 
its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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Lighting the Third Candle of the Advent Wreath 
Choir: Come, Child of Light - Lloyd Larsen 

Blessing Prayer 

Landon Helfrich: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 
righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s 
fire. Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames and 
teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that 
peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 

C: Amen. 
Place figures in Manger 

 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and 

thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians, the fifth chapter: 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do this. 

L: The Word of the Lord.     C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

(Please stand if you are able) 
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The Gospel – John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, 

one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing 
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you. O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 272 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
await God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence. 

P: Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear witness to 
the great things you have done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and as 
we are sent. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests, and all 
wooded areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their gifts of oxygen, 
food, shade, and shelter. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: You love justice and promise your favor to those who are oppressed, brokenhearted, and 
incarcerated. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who work for public safety and all 
who work within prisons, jails, and courts, that mercy may increase and violence wither 
away. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and 
good deeds for all who are in need especially those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
Provide for all without adequate housing, food, employment, or access to health care. 
Empower us as helpers and advocates. Merciful God, 
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C: receive our prayer. 

P: Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society. Bless 
leaders in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of 
peacemakers, advocates, and especially those whose voices are ignored or marginalized. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: With gratitude we rejoice in the saints who witnessed to your life in all circumstances, in 
whom your Spirit was not quenched, even in death. Through them, teach us always to 
hold fast to what is good. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one 

another, live in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING  

 

 
 

Choir Anthem: Come, My Light – Anne Krentz Organ 
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Presentation of the Gifts  
 

ELW 487 

 
 
Offering Prayer 

P: God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive 
and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and 
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
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C:  Amen. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the 
table. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 

Hymn during Communion

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see 

together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation 
and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C:  Amen. 

Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of 

the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. 
.C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  ELW 282 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

19 Bob Starling   Ken Anderson 

20 Val McGinn Kathy & Joe Hlavaty (48)   

23 Scott Gaun,  
Clayton Helfrich, 
Porter Genthner 

Cheryl & Wayne Mesko (46) Coraline Trauger 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, December 17 
Third Sunday in Advent 

10:00 AM 
2:00 PM  

Communion Worship  
Shut in Holiday Service & fellowship  

Wednesday, December 20 
  

10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Choir rehearsal 
Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, December 21 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, December 24 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Christmas Eve 
(Communion)  

  
10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 
  

  
Sunday Worship 
The Nativity of our Lord 
Guest Preacher,  Joseph of Nazareth 

Wednesday December 27 
& Thursday December 28 

  Office closed for the Holiday. 
No Bible Study 

Sunday, December 31 
First Sunday of Christmas 

10:00 AM 
  

Service of Lessons & Carols 
  

Wednesday, January 3 
  

10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Choir rehearsal 
Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, January 4 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

 
 
December Outreach - The December envelope will go to the AHUB Code 
Blue homeless shelter in Quakertown. Reminder,  We are also collecting 
SOCKS. 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: 

Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Esther Crouse; Frank Erceg; 
Kenneth Hager; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Wes 
Simmons; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Melissa 
Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; 
Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred Foerster; Gerry 

Foran; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; Josephine 
Gimelson & family; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; 
Martine King; Sue Kiry; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Sue Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; 
Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Linda Saunders; Paul Sauter; Debbie Schultz; David 
Sebring; Alex Sempt; Shawn Stadt; Pat Stangil; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Kelly 
Walsh; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas 
Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Rev. Dennis Durasoff 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana 
either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
PrayerChain@durhamlutheran.org 

 
Helping in Worship 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Choir Director / Organist Carolyn Williams 
Greeter(s) Leo Grzelkowski & Bea Von 

Watzdorf 
 

Altar Guild Barb Naska, Mark Harwick, 
Suzanne Mauer 

Acolyte Leo Grzelkowski 
Lector Bea Von Watzdorf 
Head / Communion Usher Miriam Anderson 
Council Counting Team Bea von Watzdorf & Mark Harwick 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 


