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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610-346-8500 
durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Pastor 
Cell: 267-664-3160 

 

January 14, 2024 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 

Introduction to Worship 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the 

waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that 
distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, 
calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of 

God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: O Sleep, Dear Holy Baby 
Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our rock and refuge,  
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 
P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 

Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Amen. 

Entrance Hymn: ELW 448 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
L: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 

Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading – Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good 
news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God 

created and continues to create new life. 

L: A reading from Genesis the first chapter. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 29 

L:  1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
C:  2Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor 

L: 3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over 
mighty waters 

C: 4The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty 

L: 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon 
C: 6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox 

L: 7The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire 
C: 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of 

Kadesh 

L: 9The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his 
temple all say, "Glory!"  

C: 10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever 

L: 11May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of 

the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

A reading from Acts, the nineteenth chapter: 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 
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baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  

C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is 

himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the first chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you. O Christ. 
Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 305 

 
Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness. Uplift 
leaders to share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live into the 
promises of baptism, working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in which your 
children are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers 
of the land to cherish your good works. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community. Raise 
up leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as 
they lead in love. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Accompany those 
separated from family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused 
neighbors and any experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and 
detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering (especially). God of grace,. 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in 
accompanying, learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins, following the 
example of Jesus. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest in 
God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your eternal promise of 
resurrection. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem: Open the Eyes of My Heart (RW 126) 
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Presentation of the Gifts  

 
 

Offering Prayer 

P: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open 
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 
of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 459 

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 

your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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Post- Communion Canticle - Thankful Hearts 

 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  ELW 673 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

15 Don Crouse, Kathy Hlavaty     

16 Jim Altemose (85th )     

18 Rachel  McAlister     
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, January 14 
Baptism of our Lord 

10:00 AM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  
  
5:00 PM  

Communion Worship  
Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing 
event @ Little Zion 
Confirmation Class @Durham 

Tuesday, January 16  7:00 PM Care-a-Lot 40th Anniversary Planning 
Wednesday, January 17 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, January 18 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  
Palm Leaders @ St. Luke's 

Friday, January 19 9:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

WELCA Soup Preparation 
Luncheon – bring a dish 
Sell Soup · Take out only · $8 per 
quart 

Saturday, January 20 8:30 am to 3:45 pm Generosity Extravaganza 2024: Tools 
For Today @ Trinity, Landsdale 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, January 21 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
  

Communion Worship  
  

Monday, January 23 7:30 PM Finance Committee meeting 
Wednesday, January 24 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, January 25 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, January 28 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 
5:30 PM 

Communion Worship  
Worship & Music committee 
Confirmation @ St. Lukes  

Wednesday, January 31 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, February 1 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 
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 JANUARY OUtReAch - The January outreach envelope will go to the Red Cross. 
 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Esther Crouse; Frank Erceg; 
Kenneth Hager; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bethany 
Michl; Wes Simmons; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason 
Bigley; Deb Carmichael; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy 
Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella 

Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill 
Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Bethany Michl;  Sue 
Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter; Debbie 
Schultz; David Sebring; Laura Sheetz; Shawn Stadt; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Kelly 
Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina Ward; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Rev. Dennis Durasoff 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either 
by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: PrayerChain@durhamlutheran.org 

 
 

Worship 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Choir Director / Organist Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Barb Naska, LeeAnn Kressman 
Greeter(s) Josephine Williams 
Acolyte Ben Williams 
Lector Kristie Simmons 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Pat Zion, Becky Praster 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 


