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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610-346-8500 
durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Pastor 
Cell: 267-664-3160 

 

January 21, 2024 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Introduction to Worship 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications 
of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling 
people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that 
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers 

leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:  
Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our rock and refuge,  
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 
P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 

Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn: ELW 661 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
L: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading – Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh 

will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the 
story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

L: A reading from Jonah the third chapter. 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, 
a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 
cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12 

L:  5For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.  
C: 6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  

L: 7On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
C: 8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for 

us. 

L: 9Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances 
they go up; they are together lighter than a breath. 

C: 10Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, 
do not set your heart on them. 

L: 11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God, 
C: 12and steadfast love belongs to you, O LORD. For you repay to all according to their 

work. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians 
to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians, the seventh chapter: 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
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though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel – Mark 1: 14-20 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good 
news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and 

faith. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the first chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you. O Christ. 
Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 696 

 
Creed 

I trust and love God who is: 

 Creator of everything 
 Jesus, son of God 

o Was crucified.    
o On the Third day he rose to save us from our sins. 
o When we die, we are with God. 

 Holy Spirit – gives us the ability to believe in God. 
 For more information, please see the Bible. 

(This translation written by this years Confirmation Class on 12/10/23) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never 
abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and 
empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and all 
creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water sources 
and the people who depend on them. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our nation 
and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth. God of 
grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and sustain 
all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in 
poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain (especially). God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us 
and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your call, 
assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into 
your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God of 
grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
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OFFERING  

Presentation of the Gifts  

 
 

Offering Prayer 

P: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open 
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C:  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 
of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 
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Hymn during Communion: ELW 815
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Prayer after Communion 
P: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 

your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

Post- Communion Canticle - Thankful Hearts 

 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  ELW 810 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

25 Audrey Bolesta     

26 Cora Gadwell, Paige 
Reiman 

  George Kreitz 

 27     Joe Hlavaty, Chris Apgar, 
Scott Apgar 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, January 21 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
  

Communion Worship  

Monday, January 23 7:30 PM Finance Committee meeting 
Wednesday, January 24 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, January 25 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, January 28 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 
5:30 PM 

Communion Worship  
Worship & Music committee 
Confirmation @ St. Lukes  

Wednesday, January 31 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, February 1 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Sunday, February 4 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

Communion Worship  
 PALM Pot Luck  @St. Peter’s 

Wednesday, February 7 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, February 8 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  
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 JANUARY OUtReAch - The January outreach envelope will go to the Red Cross. 
 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Frank Erceg; Kenneth Hager; 
George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bethany Michl; Wes 
Simmons; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason 
Bigley; Deb Carmichael; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy 
Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella 

Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill 
Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Bethany Michl;  Sue 
Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter; Debbie 
Schultz; David Sebring; Laura Sheetz; Shawn Stadt; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Kelly 
Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina Ward; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Rev. Dennis Durasoff 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either 
by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: PrayerChain@durhamlutheran.org 

 
 

Worship 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Guest Pianist Gianna Nastasi 
Altar Guild Val McGinn, LeeAnn Kressman 
Greeter(s) Miriam Anderson 
Acolyte Colton Wagner 
Lector Kathryn Wagner 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Pat Zion, Becky Praster 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 
 


