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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610-346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Pastor 
Cell: 267-664-3160 

 

January 28, 2024 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Introduction to Worship 
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God 

shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique 
authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around 

which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to 
follow Jesus. 

 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: Carol Medley - Mark Hayes 
Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our rock and refuge,  
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 
P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 

Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Amen. 

Entrance Hymn: ELW 519 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
L: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading – Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite 
community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will 

continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 

L: A reading from Deuteronomy the eighteenth chapter. 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice 
of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then 
the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not 
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes 
to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.” 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 111 
L: 1Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of 

the upright, in the congregation. 
C: 2Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 

L: 3Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
C: 4He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

L: 5He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
C: 6He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the heritage of the 

nations. 

L: 7The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 
C: 8They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and 

uprightness. 

L: 9He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and 
awesome is his name. 

C: 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever. 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to engage 
in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers. Christians have 

a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians, the eighth chapter: 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; 
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of 
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who 
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 
cause one of them to fall. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 
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The Gospel – Mark 1: 21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know 

what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at his 
authority. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the first chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you. O Christ. 
Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 886 
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Creed 

I trust and love God who is: 

 Creator of everything 
 Jesus, son of God 

o Was crucified. 
o On the Third day he rose to save us from our sins. 
o When we die, we are with God. 

 Holy Spirit – gives us the ability to believe in God. 
 For more information, please see the Bible. 

(This translation written by this year’s Confirmation Class on 12/10/23) 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem: Give Me a Clean Heart (RW 199) 
Presentation of the Gifts  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds 
up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and 
model your inclusive ways. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural 
spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the 
earth. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that 
they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be 
upright in their ways. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection, 
any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe 
housing or health care, and any who suffer (especially). God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its 
educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out 
your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the 
church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care. God of 
grace, 

P: God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into 
your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God of 
grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING SONG:  434 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Christmases Remembered - James Mansfield 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

28     Kenneth Crouse 

29     Mark Harwick 

30 Carolyn Williams     

31 Rachael Roney, Sharron 
Streletz 

    

February    

2 Amanda Frey     

3 Sam Rhine   Dale Leidich 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, January 28 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 
5:30 PM 

Communion Worship  
Worship & Music committee 
Confirmation @ St. Lukes  

Tuesday, January 30 11:59 PM Deadline for Annual Report 
submissions 

Wednesday, January 31 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, February 1 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, February 4 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
After worship 
5:00 PM 

Communion Worship  
Altar guild 
Reverse Advent PALM Potluck @ 
St. Peter’s, Riegelsville. 

Monday, February 5 7:00 PM VBS Planning @ Trinity, Pleasant 
Valley 

Wednesday, February 7  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, February 8 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Sunday, February 11 10:00 AM Communion Worship  
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Transfiguration of Our Lord     
Monday, February 12 7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Wednesday, February 14 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  
7:00 PM 

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Ash Wednesday Worship  

Thursday, February 15 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Friday, February 16 9:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
3:00 – 7:00 PM 

Making soup 
Pot-Luck Lunch 
Soup Sale 

Sunday, February 18 
First Sunday in Lent 

10:00 AM 
5:30 PM 

Communion Worship  
Confirmation Class @ Trinity  

 
JANUARY OUtReAch - The January outreach envelope will go to the Red Cross. 
 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Frank Erceg; Kenneth Hager; George 
Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bethany Michl; Wes Simmons; Ed Xander; 
Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 

Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Deb Carmichael; 
Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred 
Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; 
Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; 
Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Bethany Michl;  Sue Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer 
Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter; Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Laura Sheetz; 
Shawn Stadt; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina 
Ward; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas 
Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Jean Pratt 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana 
either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
PrayerChain@durhamlutheran.org 
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Worship 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Organist / Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Val McGinn, LeeAnn Kressman 
Greeter(s) Josephine Williams 
Acolyte Landon Helfrich 
Lector Pat Zion 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Pat Zion, Becky Praster 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 


