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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610-346-8500 
durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Pastor 
Cell: 267-664-3160 

 

February 4, 2024 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Introduction to Worship 
In Isaiah, the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens the 

powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to 
health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve. 

Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet 
times of prayer. 

 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 



2 
 

Prelude: In God I Put My Trust - Robert Powell 
Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind 
sweeping over the waters. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our rock and refuge,  
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 
Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Amen. 
Entrance Hymn: ELW 617 
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GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
L: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of 

your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of 
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading – Isaiah 40:21-31 
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the God 
who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are 

weary. 

L: A reading from the fortieth chapter of Isaiah: 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the 
circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the 
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to 
naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up 
your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers 
them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one 
is missing. 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my 
right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is 
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the 
powerless. 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but 
those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Psalm: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
L:  1Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is gracious, and a song 

of praise is fitting. 
C: 2The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

L: 3He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. 
C: 4He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names. 

L: 5Great is our LORD, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure. 
C: 6The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground. 

L: 7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre. 
C: 8He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on 

the hills. 

L: 9He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry. 



7 
 

C: 10His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner; 

L: 11but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast 
love. Praise the LORD! 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of 

Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely 
sharing the good news of Christ with others. 

A reading from the ninth chapter of 1 Corinthians: 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have 
a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my 
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

 19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those 
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so 
that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might 
win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for 
the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand if you are able) 
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The Gospel – Mark 1: 29-39 
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he 

heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the first chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, 
and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. 
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons 
to speak, because they knew him. 

 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, 
and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found 
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came 
out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues 
and casting out demons. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you. O Christ. 
Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 314 

 
Creed 

I trust and love God who is: 

 Creator of everything 
 Jesus, son of God 

o Was crucified.  
o On the Third day he rose to save us from our sins. 
o When we die, we are with God. 

 Holy Spirit – gives us the ability to believe in God. 
 For more information, please see the Bible. 

(This translation written by this year’s Confirmation Class on 12/10/23) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: Everlasting God, you bring your healing power to the church. Give your church a spirit of 
unity and prayer, that we discern your way for us in the world. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Creator of the ends of the earth, you make the grass grow and send rain for the soil. Bring 
your creation into harmony and balance. Give animals their food and provide healthy 
shelter for your people. Inspire us to honor the miraculous beauty of all you have made. 
God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God without equal, your steadfast love endures forever. Bring the leaders, elected 
officials, and peacekeepers of our towns and countries into understanding and unity. 
Guide them to serve with compassion and understanding. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God who strengthens, you lift up with your hand any who are suffering. Heal those who 
are brokenhearted and strengthen the weak and all in need (especially). God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: God who gives power to the faint, challenge us to share the faith stories of what God has 
done in our lives. Open us to receive the unique ways God is at work in your people, 
especially those whose perspectives challenge our own. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: God who calls each star by name, we remember all who have died. Shelter all who mourn 
with your mercy and care, and give us hope in your promised salvation. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Choir Anthem: Precious Lord, Take My Hand (WOV 731) 

OFFERING  
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Presentation of the Gifts  

 
 

Offering Prayer 

P: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open 
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 
of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 

Hymn during Communion: ELW 787  
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Prayer after Communion 

P: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 
your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Post- Communion Canticle - Thankful Hearts 

 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: ELW 860 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Love of the Father - David Paxton 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

4     Laura DeWalt 

5 Laura Helfrich     

7 Dianna Streletz     

8 Diane DeWalt     

9     Serena Ashmore 

10 Wayne Mesko     



17 
 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, February 4 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
After worship 
5:00 PM 

Communion Worship  
Altar guild 
Reverse Advent PALM Potluck 
@ St. Peter’s, Riegelsville. 

Monday, February 5 7:00 PM VBS Planning @ Trinity, Pleasant Valley 
Wednesday, February 7  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Friday, February 9 10:00 AM WELCA – “Crafted in Christ” @ Hlavaty’s 
Thursday, February 8 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, February 11 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

10:00 AM 
  

Communion Worship  
  

Monday, February 12 7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Wednesday, February 14 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  
7:00 PM 

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Ash Wednesday Worship  

Thursday, February 15 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Friday, February 16 9:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
3:00 – 7:00 PM 

Making soup 
Pot-Luck Lunch 
Soup Sale 

Sunday, February 18 
First Sunday in Lent 

10:00 AM 
5:30 PM 

Communion Worship  
Confirmation Class @ Trinity  

Wednesday, February 21 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  
  
  
6:00 PM 
6:45 PM 

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
PALM Midweek Gathering 
Change of Season @ Evangelical, Durham 
Soup Supper 
Devotion 

Thursday, February 22 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  
UB Conference Exec Comm. 

Sunday, February 25 
Second Sunday in Lent 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 

Communion Worship  
Annual Congregational Meeting  
(Snow Date March 3) 
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 FEBRUARY OUtREAch - The February outreach 
envelope will go to the Allentown rescue Mission. 
 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Frank Erceg; Kenneth Hager; George 
Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bethany Michl; Wes Simmons; Ed Xander; 
Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 

Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Deb Carmichael; 
Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred 
Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; 
Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; 
Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Bethany Michl; Sue Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer 
Phelps; Jean Pratt; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter; Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Laura Sheetz; 
Shawn Stadt; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina 
Ward; Henry Wong and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas 
Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Ronald Crouse, Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Jean Pratt 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana 
either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
PrayerChain@durhamlutheran.org 
 

Worship 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Organist / Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Kris Simmons, Linda Sauter 
Greeter(s) Leo Grzelkowski 
Acolyte Landon Helfrich 
Lector Mark Harwick 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Karen Beerer & Cathy Mueller 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 


