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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039  610-346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 

Rev. James Heckman, Pastor 

March 24, 2024 
Palm / Passion Sunday 

 

 
 

Introduction to Worship 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by 
shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel 

presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his 

death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s 
astonishing work. 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna! - Gesanbuch der Herzogl 
 

Blessing of  the Stair Lift 
 

GATHERING 

P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD 
C:  Hosanna in the Highest 
 
Processional Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 
untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied 
near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; 
and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Blessings of Palms 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 

servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who 
with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn  

(Stand if you are able) 

 
Conclusion to Procession 
P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD 
C:  Hosanna in the Highest 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand if you are able)  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all 
people together through Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 

resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let 
hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 

P: Here is a flood of grace:  Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks 
every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 
through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
L: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 

Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may 
live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Isaiah 50: 4-9a  
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading 

describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant 
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

L: A reading from Isaiah. 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. 
6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 



5 
 

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

L: 1O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever 
C: 2Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever. 

L: 19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks 
to the LORD 

C: 20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it 

L: 21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation 
C: 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone 

L: 23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes 
C: 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it 

L: 25Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us success 
C: 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house 

of the LORD 

L: 27The LORD is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, 
up to the horns of the altar 

C: 28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you 

L: 29O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.. 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death. Following 
Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s 

death. 

A reading from the second chapter of Philippians: 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
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L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 

 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 351 

  

Apostles’ Creed 
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

P: Blessed One, today the church sings glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week. Prepare us to 
bear witness to Christ’s suffering and death endured for our sake. Gather your people 
around the cross and comfort us with resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Renew your good creation and protect the balance of life on earth. Encourage the work 
of foresters, scientists, arborists, gardeners, and river keepers. We pray for the health of 
pollinating insects, songbirds, and native plants. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Establish peace and justice among the nations (regions in conflict may be named). Hold 
to account any with authority to judge others. Grant that courts, legislatures, and local 
governments will serve with integrity and compassion. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or forgotten. Make a way for refugees and asylum 
seekers. Reunite families enduring separation. We pray for any who are incarcerated, 
institutionalized, or in foster care, that they may know your love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Give energy and joy to our pastor/s, deacons, worship leaders, and musicians. Bless 

baptismal candidates, their sponsors, confirmands, and teachers. Watch over those who 
travel. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Blessed One, our times are in your hand. Sustain us in discipleship throughout our lives 
and receive us into everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem: Remember Me - Gene Grier/Lowell Everson 
 

Presentation of the Gifts 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have 
gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

C: Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in 
the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 
of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to 
you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to 
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever.

 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 

Hymn during Communion: ELW 353 
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Prayer after Communion 

P: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of 
wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the 
name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

C: Amen. 

Announcements 

Sending Song: ELW 347 

 
Passion Gospel: Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you 
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no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, 
so that Pilate was amazed. 
6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according 
to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 
instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you 
call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over 
to be crucified. 
16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and 
knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on 
his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood 
facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  



14 
 

40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These used to follow 
him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who 
had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also 
himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a linen 
cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had 
been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

BLESSING 
P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

Postlude: Cantilena - Verena Hatch 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share your bread. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

25  Oluchi Ngoka   Althea Crouse 

28     Clayton Leichliter 

29     Steven Streletz 

30 Tom Praster     

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, March 24 
Palm / Passion Sunday 

10:00 AM Communion Worship  
  

Wednesday, March 27 
  

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM  
1:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Seder meal preparation 
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Thursday, March 28 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
  
4:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
 
7:00 PM 

Office hours 
No Adult Bible Study This week. 
Set  up for Seder Meal 
Seder Supper / Service in the 
Fellowship Hall 
Service of Holy Communion & 
Stripping of the Altar 

Friday, March 29 7:00 PM Good Friday Service @ Trinity 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, March 31 
The Resurrection of our 
Lord / Easter day 

6:45 AM 
  
8:30 AM 
 
10:00 AM 

Sunrise Communion Worship @ Sky 
Island, Upper Black Eddy 
Continental Breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall 
Festival Communion Service 

Wednesday, April 3 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 PM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, April 4 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Sunday, April 7 
Second Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM 
After worship 
5:00 PM 

Communion Worship  
Worship & Music Committee 
Confirmation @ St. Luke's 

   
Monday, April 8 7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Wednesday, April 10 
  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM 
12:00 PM  

Office Hours 
Care -A-Lot Visit 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, April 11 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 
Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's  

Sunday, April 14 
Third Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM 
  

Communion Worship  
  

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Frank Erceg; Joe Erceg; Kenneth Hager; 
George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Dot Peterman; Wes Simmons; Ed 
Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon; 
Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy Edelen; Diane 
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Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy 
Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales; Bill Hunt; Lois 
James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; Tim Koplin; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Sue Odor; 
Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter; Debbie Schultz; David 
Sebring; Laurel Sheetz; Shawn Stadt; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Annette von 
Watzdorf; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; 
Rostam Wong Chaffin and Scotty Yurconis. 
For those who are Homebound: 
Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas 
Rodenbach. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
Ronald Fox, Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Jean Pratt, Charles Reiman (Brittany Froelich and Dane 
Reiman’s father) 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana 
either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: 
prayerchain@durhamlutheran.org 

The March Outreach envelope is for Achieve Now, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to helping children in Philadelphia learn to read. 
Achieve Now uses volunteers to work with children throughout the city to 
provide one-on-one tutoring to help them grow into readers.  

 

Worship Assistants 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 
Organist / Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Miriam Anderson & Scott Gaun 
Greeter(s) Scott Gaun  
Acolyte Landon Helfrich 
Lector Kris Simmons 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Counting Team Dave Sauter & Ken Anderson 
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 


