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Second Sunday of Easter

Introduction to Worship

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence,
mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and
Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the
broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace,
forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

You can find the live stream at the following locations:
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5SB170076.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved.




Prelude: “I know That My Redeemer Liveth” — W. Stickels
GATHERING

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD
C: Hosanna in the Highest

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christis risen indeed, alleluia

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
C: Amen.

P: Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and
water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark
carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water!

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By
the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all
honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Look, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



Gathering Hymn : ELW 389
(Stand if you are able)

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

L: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the community of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you



This is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
(Please be Seated)

First Reading- Acts 4:32-35

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared
what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.

L: A reading from Acts.

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. 3With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 3*There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold. 3*They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 133

L: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!

C: 2t is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of
Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

L: 3Itis like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the LORD
ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has
been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with
Christ and walk in God’s light.

A reading from the first chapter of 1 John:

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. *We are writing these things so that our joy
may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. ®If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. éIf we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1°If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

Z1My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: THANKS BE TO GOD.

Wetmiz-!



Gospel Acclamation
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The Gospel —John 20: 19-31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

P: The Gospel according to John the 20" Chapter.
C: Glory to you O Lord.

P: YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2YJesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” #°Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated)



Hymn of the Day: ELW 386

O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
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5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;

that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,
not faithless, but believing be.” for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: O FILII ET FILIAE, French tune, 15th cent.

Nicene Creed

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being

with the Father; through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P:

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.
Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near
to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to
your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all

growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and
nurture plants into life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and

other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every
person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for

an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We
pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians,

and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter
worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you (especially Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us
your peace amid our fears. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING
Choir Anthem: We Walk By Faith
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

Offering Prayer

P: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our
true vine.

C: Amen.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface:

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor)

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to
you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
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P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at
God’s table.
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers)

13



Hymn during Communion: ELW 635

We Walk by Faith
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we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer after Communion

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen.

Announcements
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Sending Song: ELW 376

Thine Is the Glory
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854—1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939

Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

BLESSING

P:
C:

P:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude: “Marche Héroique” Camille Saint-Saéns

ANNOUNCEMENTS
April BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS
7 Becky Praster
8 Samantha Mueller
9 Diane De Walt
12 Barbara & Mike
Altemus(38)

13 Phyllis Lanshe,

Ben Naska, Sr.

THIS WEEK'S ACTIVITIES

Sunday, April 7 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Second Sunday of Easter After worship Worship & Music Committee
5:00 PM Confirmation @ St. Luke's

Monday, April 8 7:00 PM Council Meeting

Tuesday, April 9 7:00 PM Care-a-lot 40" Anniversary

Committee Meeting

Wednesday, April 10

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM
12:00 PM

7:00 PM

NO Choir practice

Office Hours

Care -A-Lot Visit

Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
VBS meeting @ Trinity

Thursday, April 11

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Choir rehearsal.
Office hours
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sunday, April 14
Third Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM

Communion Worship

Wednesday, April 17

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM
12:00 PM

NO Choir practice

Office Hours

Care -A-Lot Visit

Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Newsletter Article Deadline

Thursday, April 18

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
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Saturday April 20 9:00-12:00 AM UPPER BUCKS WELCA CONFERENCE
GATHERING @ Durham
5:00 PM Saturday Service @ St. Peter's

\5\?(9 For Healing of those in our Congregation:

Do James Altemose; Joanne & David Antoni; Brian Ashmore; Kenneth Eck; Frank
j »(Our Erceg; Joe Erceg; Kenneth Hager; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Wes
rayer — Simmons; Ed Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss.

For Healing of Friends and Family:

Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon;
Sherri Breithoff; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Nancy
Edelen; Diane Ellington; Leon Errico; Fred Foerster; Gerry Foran; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie
Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales;
Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Sue Kiry; Tim Koplin; Jim McAnally; Letitia
McCrea; Sue Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Connie Rugen; Paul Sauter;
Debbie Schultz; David Sebring; Laurel Sheetz; Kay Stokes; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger;
Annette von Watzdorf; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Regina Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry
Wong and Scotty Yurconis.

For those who are Homebound:

Cleo & Ken Eck; Norma Fox; Phyllis Lanshe; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas
Rodenbach.

For families and friends grieving the loss of:

Ronald Fox, Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Jean Pratt, Charles Reiman (Brittany Froelich and Dane
Reiman’s father)

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana
either by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at:
prayerchain@durhamlutheran.org

The April Outreach envelope is for Care-A-Lot.

Worship Assistants

Preacher Rev. James Heckman

Organist / Choir Director Carolyn Williams

Altar Guild Suzanne Maurer & Barbara Naska
Greeter(s) Josephine Williams

Acolyte Landon Helfrich

Lector Scott Gaun

Head / Communion Usher Scott Gaun

Council Communion / Counting Team Becky Praster & Pat Zion
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson

Custodian Dianna Streletz
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