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Prelude:

GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(Stand if you are able)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
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C:

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have harmed
our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and
disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the
needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw
near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of *F Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are
forgiven.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW 879

For the Beauty of the Earth
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For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
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2 For the won-der of ecach hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givin:
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872



P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the community of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you
Kyrie
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace
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high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on  earth.
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1 Lord God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God,
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world:
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have mer - ¢y on us; you are seat-ed at the right
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hand of the Fa-ther: re - ceive  our prayer.

o) Refrain
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace
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to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to God in the

n } }

AL 7 ——r —— —— i
e 1o

high - est, and peace  to God’s peo-ple on  earth.
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3 Foryou a-lone arethe Ho - ly One, you a-lone are the Lord, youa-
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A - men, a - men.

Prayer of the Day

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.
(Please be Seated)

First Reading - Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses
commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to

L:

L:
C:

teach the law to their children and their children’s children.

A reading from the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy.

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your
ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take
away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which |
am charging you.

®You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is
a wise and discerning people!” "For what other great nation has a god so near to it as
the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes
and ordinances as just as this entire law that | am setting before you today?
9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them
known to your children and your children’s children.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 15

L:
C:

L:

10 LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?
2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their heart;

3who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a
reproach against their neighbors;

%in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the LORD; who
stand by their oath even to their hurt;

>who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent. Those
who do these things shall never be moved.

Second Reading - James 1:17-27

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior.
Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for

those least able to care for themselves.



L: Areading from the first chapter of James.
7Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. *8In
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
¥You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger; 2°for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. *'Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a
mirror; **for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they
were like. 2°But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere,
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.
261f any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. 2’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world.

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is
pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words
or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.

P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: !Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around [Jesus], *they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled
hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and
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they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) >So the
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” ®He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things
that come out are what defile.
21“Eor it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication,
theft, murder, *2adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride,
folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated)
Hymn of the Day: ELW 512

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b, 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music @ 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Ine., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibiled without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
’
Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer
aloud s as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle.
P: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church,
God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain and
build up leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with Christ.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries out
in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental laws and
practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring relief and justice to people and places suffering
from climate catastrophe (especially). Merciful God

C: receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban; established
and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through their words and actions
and to mentor others in honest and generous ways. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief from
chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Strengthen health



care workers, therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who are close to our hearts
(especially). Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought for
workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and establish
fair wages so that all people may thrive. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed (especially). We hold fast to the
promise that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
P: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING
Choir Anthem : RW 279 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

Praise and Thanksgiving

n ]

)4 I . | I

6 S == ————=

v @ - . e

1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Offering Prayer

P: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our
lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C: Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to
you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

12



N | ; 37 —31
Yy D | 1N | L !
o — L |
© o — -
J -G - /3 ~—
Lambof  God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
0 | . . =] <]
Yy D I | L
S | g —
Tl “ = = o * e
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, youtake a-way the sin of the
n | ! | [_31 [_S_l
Yy 1D } | | N i
&b ', s — : i
\\j, F— —o o0 o _6 5
world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-
0 | |
y D
y 4T o
[ [anNdl’J ~
ANIV4 ] (8] = Py
J & _J_ o <
way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)
SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 681
We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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1 We plow the fields and scat - ter the good seed on the land,
2 You on - 1ly are the mak - er of all things near and far.
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for all things bright and good,
but it is fed and wa - tered by God’s al - might-y hand,
You paint the way-side flow - er, you light the eve - ning star.
the seed-time and the har - vest, our life, our health, our food.
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who sends the snow in  win - ter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The winds and waves o - bey you, by you the birds are fed;
No gifts have we to of - fer for all your love im - parts,
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much more to us, your chil - dren, you give our dai - ly bread.
but what you most would trea - sure—our hum - ble, thank-ful hearts.
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We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.

Text: Matthias Clz_\_udius, 1740-1815; tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.
Music: WIR PFLUGEN, Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800

Prayer after Communion

P: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send
us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C: Amen.

Announcements
BLESSING

P: God all mighty, God most merciful =& bless you, keep you, and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Song: WO
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Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
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Text: st. 1, Matt. 6:33, adapt. Karen Lafferty, b. 1948; st. 2, Matt. 7:7; st. 3, Matt. 4.4 LAFFERTY

Music: Karen Lafferty, b. 1948 irregular

Text st. 1 and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Co.

DISMISSAL
P: Goin Peace, you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude:
ANNOUNCEMENTS

September | BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS
5 Bruce Crouse,

Brielle Reiman
7 Jim Miller
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES

Sunday, September 1 9:15 AM Adult Sunday school in the library.
15% Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 AM Communion Worship
Tuesday, September 3 7:00 PM PALM Meeting with PR. Bill Coleman @

Durham

Wednesday, September 4

10:00 PM - 1:00 PM
4:00 PM

Office Hours
PALM Crop Walk Planning @ Durham

Thursday, September 5

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM
1:00 - 3:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

Adult Bible Study @ Church

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sunday, September 8 9:15 AM Adult Sunday school in the library.
16 Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 AM Communion Worship
1:00 PM God's Work, Our hands - Meal packing
at Little Zion, Telford.
Tuesday, September 10 9:00 AM Care-A-Lot Preschool First day
7:00 PM Church Council meeting

Wednesday, September 11

10:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Office Hours

Thursday, September 12

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

After Worship

1:00 - 3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Church
Friday, September 13 9:30-10:30 AM Guardians for God
11:00 AM WELCA
Saturday, September 14 2:00 PM Installation of Bishop-Elect Bryan Penman @
Episcopal Cathedral, Phila
Sunday, September 15 9:15 AM Communion Worship
17t Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 AM Care-A-Lot Welcome service

WELCA sponsored Cell Phone training

4 We are returning to regular office hours starting on 9/4:
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CHURCH

OFFICE HOURS

REQUESTS

For Healing of Friends and Family:

Frank Allebach; Lynn Bailey; Ron & Kathy Ballek; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley;
Stephen Bizon; Sherri Breithoff; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman;
Stephanie Courtney; David Davis; Nancy Edelen; Leon Errico; Kandyce Fischer;

i 4 Wednesday from 10:00 am -2:00 pm, and
Thursday from 10:00 am -1:00 pm

< N For Healing of those in our Congregation:

B
PRM j;R David Antoni; Kenneth Hager; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Ed
] Xander; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss.

Fred Foerster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Cindy Gilligan; Candie
Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James &
family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Tom McFarland & Family; Nancy
Morris; Sue Odor; Cindy Oswald; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Connie Rugen; Tammy Sassman; Paul
Sauter; Debbie Schultz; Laurel Sheetz; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline
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Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob.

For those who are Homebound:
James Altemose; Cleo Eck; Norma Fox; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller; and Silas Rodenbach.

For families and friends grieving the loss of:
Ronald Fox; Rev. Dennis Durasoff; Kenneth Eck; Phyllis Lanshe; Charles Reiman; Josephine Yeisley

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either
by phone (610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com

The September Outreach envelope collection will go to Lutheran Disaster Services

Worship Assistants

Preacher Rev. James Heckman
Organist / Choir Director Carolyn Williams
Miriam Anderson & Scott Gaun
Greeter(s) Helen Dungan
Acolyte
Lector Mary Crouse
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick
Council Communion / Counting Team Bea von Watzdorf & Kat Wagner
Administration & Technology Ken Anderson
Custodian Dianna Streletz
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CROP HUNGER WAlK [=]

Palisades Area CROP Hunger Walk Sunday, October 13" 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
St Peter’s Lutheran Church 720 Edgewood Rd. Riegelsville, PA
The route will go south on the Delaware canal to Trauger’'s Farm and back.
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/cropwalks/event/riegelsvillepa

Six weeks from today, we will gather with others in our community to fight hunger both here and
around the world. We need walkers and sponsors for the walk. CROP Hunger Walk. Please see Ken
Anderson for more details and to sign up to be a walker, a sponsor, or both. You
may also call Ken on his cell at 610-349-4391. Last year, Evangelical Lutheran had
six walkers and raised $500. Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in our
community and throughout the world. Our church team page is available here:

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/cropwalks/team/evangelical-lutheran-
church-of-durham
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