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December 24, 2024 
The Nativity of our Lord / Christmas Eve 

 

 

 

Introduction to Worship 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light 

of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul 

reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels 

declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled 

with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole 

world. 

 

You can find the live stream at the following locations: 

www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 

715933-A. All rights reserved 

https://durhamlutheran.org/
about:blank


Prelude: Carols by Josephine Williams on violin 

Choir: “Gaudete! Gaudete! Christus est natus” 

Welcome  

P:  The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, 

the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

As we gather, we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people 

through the birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the 

chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that 

God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and 

Lord. 

Confession and Forgiveness (Stand if you are able)  

P:  Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s 

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

C:  Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

P:  Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

C:  Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

P:  The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 

C:  Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

P:  With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. 

Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the peace 

which the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 

C: Amen. 

 



Entrance Hymn: ELW 283 

 

Greeting and Prayer 

P:  May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray. 

(A brief silence) 

P:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 

that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



Congregation may be seated. 

First Reading - Isaiah 9:2-7 

L: A reading from the 9th chapter of Isaiah. 

 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its 

joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 

garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a 

son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will do this. 

Hymn: WOV 642 

 



Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

L: A reading from the 2nd chapter of Titus. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety 

and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 

godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Hymn: ELW 279 

 
Third Reading: Luke 2:1-7 

L: A reading from the 2nd chapter of Luke. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 



Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Hymn: ELW 277 

 
Fourth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 

L: A reading from the 2nd chapter of Luke. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 



15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Hymn: 

 
Sermon: Guest Preacher – Bethlehem Shepherd 

 



Hymn: ELW 270 

 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers 

P:  Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on this holy night to sing of our 

dear Savior’s birth. May the story of salvation live in the hearts of all who sing of its wonders. 

God of grace, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

P:  Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin’s burden through the birth of your Son. 

Comfort those whose burdens distract them from the deeper peace of this holy night and 

grant them a restful mind. God of peace, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P:  Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your divine goodness and 

mercy (especially). We remember with thanksgiving all who have died and who now rest in 

your peaceful light. God of love, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem: “Gloria Deo!” Mary Lynn Lightfoot 

Presentation of the Gifts  

  



Offertory Hymn: ELW 296 

 
Offertory Prayer 

P:  Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at 

the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 

and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 

vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 

whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Eucharistic Prayer (said by Pastor) 

P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 

creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to 

your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s 

openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 



P:  With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 

truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 

coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Holy Spirit, you are here now in this food, where you embody forgiveness; and in these 

people, whom you have leavened with grace. People of God, God’s love grew unseen, but now 

you know it; God’s love echoes in silence, but you have sung the song. Now come taste the 

goodness of God’s mercy and notice what God has done for you. 

Congregation may be seated. 

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow ushers) 
Anyone who believes in the true presence of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ is welcome at His table. If you 

wish to only receive a blessing, please also come forward. 

If you wish to receive Communion in the pew, please indicate that to the user. Also, if you wish to receive a 

gluten-free wafer, please indicate that to the Pastor at the head of the isle. Grape Juice is available in the 

glasses tray. They are the prefilled glasses in the middle of the tray. 

 



Communion Hymns ELW 289, ELW 282 

 

 



 
 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 

P:  Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, 

revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

  



The Gospel of the Incarnation 
The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom 

John’s gospel speaks. The ushers light their candles from the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each 

worshipper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to 

another. 

John 1:1-14  

P:  The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 
  



Hymn of Light: Silent Night, Holy Night! ELW 281 

 
Christmas Dialog 

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! 

C: He is the Light no darkness can overcome. 

P: At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation. 

C: With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” 

P: In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us. 

C: With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard. 

  



Blessing 

P:  May the Lord God, who has called you out of darkness to be servants of light, grant you the 

joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the peace of the Christ Child. In the 

name of Almighty God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

The candles are extinguished. 

Departure Hymn: Joy to the World ELW 267 

 
Dismissal  

P:  Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:  

 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 2024  

Thank you to the people listed below, who participated in the purchase of the beautiful 

Poinsettias for Christmas. You have helped to make our church look very festive for this holy 

Christmas Season. Please remember to take the plants home with you after the service this 

evening. 

Member In Memory Of In Honor Of 
Helen Dungan William and Mary Dungan  

Ed Xander Nancy Jean Xander  
Pat Zion Clara and Benjamin Patten  

Virginia Hager Kenneth and Dale Hager  

Joanne and David Antoni Helen & David Antoni,  
Josephine & Donald Tharp 

 

Mueller Family  Opa Miller and Grandpa Snyder  
Kathy and Joe Hlavaty Parents, Gerry & Don Seipt 

Parents, Wanda & Joe Hlavaty 
Our brother and his wife, Mike & 
Karen Hlavaty 

Our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary  

Pastor Jim Heckman  Our Grandchildren, 
James & Julie 

Barbara and Ben Naska Our Loved ones Our grandchildren 

 
For Healing of those in our Congregation: David Antoni; Joe Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl 

Mesko; Bethany Michl; Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss. 

For Healing of Friends and Family: Frank Allebach; Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon; 

Clay Butler; Doris Calverley; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; David Davis; 

Nancy Edelen; Carol and Leon Errico; Nora Fallon; Fred Foerster; Gabriella Froehlich; Barbara Foster; Debbie 

Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Jason Gourley; Rev. Bradley Gow; Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales; 

Krista Heyer; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; Mary Lily; Jim McAnally; 

Charleigh McCade;  Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Patrick McNaulty; Nancy Morris; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; 

Leslie Patience; Jennifer Phelps; Lisa Ridge; Connie Rugen; Tammy Sassman; Paul Sauter; Ruth Sauter; Bart 

Shaw; Laurel Sheetz; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; 

Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob. 

For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cleo Eck; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller and Ed Xander. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: Norma Fox; Kenneth Hager; Silas Rodenbach 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone 

(610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

https://durhamlutheran-my.sharepoint.com/personal/evangel_durhamlutheran_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/Documents/Documents/Bulletins%202024/joanmammana@icloud.com


Worship Assistants 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 

Organist/Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 

Altar Guild Mark Harwick, Linda Sauter, Suzanne Mauer 

Greeter(s) O’Brien Family 

Acolyte Clayton and Landon Helfrich 

Lector David Sauter  

Head / Communion Usher David Sauter & Mark Harwick  

Council Communion / Counting  Jack Pyne & Ken Anderson 

Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 

Administrative Kathryn Wagner 

Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

All are welcome and we would love to have you! 

Sunday Service Every Sunday at 10am 

 

Monday, January 20, 2025  

11am-1pm Messy Church: Crafts and Games Worship Service  

 

Saturday January 25, 2025  

9AM-12PM First Communion Education Class St. Lukes Ferndale 

9AM Soup preparation here at ELC Durham Volunteers wanted! 

4PM-6PM Soup Sale Take out only ELC Durham 

 

Also keep an eye out for our Kids Club and Winter Mental Health Series!  

More details coming soon- follow us on Facebook, sign up for our church 

newsletter or check our website for more information. 

 

Merry Christmas 
 


