Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039 610- 346-8500
durhamlutheran.org

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org

January 5, 2025
Epiphany of Our Lord

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God'’s glory revealed in the person

of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided

the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism.
We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people..

You can find the live stream at the following location:
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran
Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved.
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Prelude:
GATHERING

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

."?

C: Amen.

(Stand if you are able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

°

God-with-us,

C: we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no room when
we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a
baby in a manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in prettier
packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways
to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and

Silence is kept for reflection.

forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen.

P: Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, *F forgiven in

Christ, and freed to respond in joy.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: CS 293

There’s a Song in the Air

BIRTH, CHRISTMAS
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son. Luke 2:7

Cont’d on next page
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I. There’'sa  song in  the air! There’sa  star  in the sky!
2. There's a tu - mult  of joy O’er the won - der - ful  birth,
3. In the light of that star Lic the a - ges im - pearled;
4. We re - joice in  the light And we ech - o the song
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There's a moth - er's  deep prayer And a ba - by's low cry!
For the vir - gin's sweet boy Is the Lord of the carth.
And that song from a far Has swept o - ver the world.
That comes down through the night  From the heav -en - ly  throng.
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And the star  rains  its fire while the beau - i - ful sing,
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beau - ti - ful sing,
Ev - 'ry hearth is a - flame. and  the beau - ti - ful sing
Ayl we shout to the love - ly *¢ - wvan - gel they  bring,
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For the man-ger of Beth - le - hem cra - dles  a King!
For the man-ger of Beth - le - hem cra - dles a King!
In the homes of the na - tions thal Je - sus s King!
And we greet in His cra - dle our Sav - ior and  King!
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* Good news,
WORDS: Jesiah G, Holland CHRISTMAS SONG
MUSIC: Karl I Harrington u 6.6.6.6.12.12.

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the community of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you

Kyrie- Congregation sings response “Lord, have mercy.”
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther.
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Prayer of the Day

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now
by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Please be Seated)

First Reading-Isaiah 60: 1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her
midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem
and thereby declare God'’s praise.

L: Areading from the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah

! Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. % For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn.

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. > Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the
sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. ® A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14

L:

C
L:
C

~

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;

: 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.

: %Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the

oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.

C: ®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.

L: “In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the

0™

0™

moon shall be no more.

19 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba and Seba
offer gifts.

1 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.

: 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those who

have no helper.
13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.

: “From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood in

his sight.

Second Reading - Ephesians 3:1-12

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ

L:

L:

C:

both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation..

A reading from the third chapter of Ephesians.

1This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me
for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in
a few words, *a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the
mystery of Christ.>In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit: ®that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. 8 Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, °and
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
all things; 1°so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. ! This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, %in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation:
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

God'’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome
the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born.>They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:

®‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared.8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.” ° When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. ! When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. 1 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. > And having been warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated)



Hymn of the Day: WOV 646 Verse 1,2,3
We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We  three kings of O - ri - ent are; bear - ing
2 Bomn a king on Beth - le - hem’s plain, gold 1
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bring to crown him a - gain; king for - ev - er,
owns a de - i - ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
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ceas - ing nev - er, 0 - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, secaled in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - Iu-ia the earth re - plies.
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west-ward lead -ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-tfect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr.. 18201891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer

10

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle.

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and
all people.

A brief silence.

Your glory fills the earth. Bless the work of all who engage in dialogue with people of other
traditions and faiths. Bridge our differences with a shared mission of revealing your
boundless love to the world. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Restore the glory of creation. Send rain to water-parched lands. Revive ecosystems and
habitats threatened by a changing climate, and protect the peoples and creatures who
live in them. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Give the rulers your justice and reveal your righteousness to those who govern. Frustrate
the plans of tyrants and oppressors. Encourage the work of community organizers and
activists who speak out against injustice. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Help those who have no helper. Draw near to those who have no one to advocate for
them or those who feel forgotten. Deliver those who call to you (especially those we
mention now or in the comfort of our hearts). Precious are they in your sight. God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Liberate this congregation from a yearning for the past that forgets the future. Fuel in us
a passion for discovery. Give us the boldness to dream and to imagine our ministries in
new and different ways. God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

We give thanks for your holy ones who now rest in your radiant glory. Make us, with them,
sharers in the boundless riches of Christ, our hope and promise. God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.




Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING
Choir Anthem: “On This Day Earth Shall Ring”-Arr. Gustav Holst
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

We Are an Offering 692
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing.

Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Music: Dwight Liles
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

OFFERING
PM

Offering Prayer

P: God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take
delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from
your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to
day.

C: Amen.

11



THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 300
The First Noel
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional

Prayer after Communion

P: Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this
goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the
good news of great joy.

C: Amen.

Announcements
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BLESSING

P: The God of love, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your
path, and increase your joy, today and always.

C: Amen
Sending Song: WOV 646 Verse 4,5

We Three Kings of Orient Are
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SV bt | d_‘_i - I
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I We three kings of O -r1i- ent are; bear - ing

2 Bomn a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I

3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense

4 Myrrh is mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a

5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King  and
n " } 4
YV | I T 1 [ K | N
o= o] e
e —

gifts  we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - oer
owns a de - i - ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - i - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
[rm——
_Q_H P | | | [ N
P P = F > ‘ | | N I
1~ | el | ‘A' ii 1
ANRY | L/ L | Il 8-
._) | r e —— -
moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - er, 0 - ver us all to  reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
Iu - ia al - le - lu-ia the earth re - plies.
nu Refrain .
|V L | | k | I | I Y I | I
R N T —e
o= LS T e
Oh, star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright;
_9_3 | A, i i | || | |
o S e L i — ™ " L S— i  S— 1
ARV = = 1] ] L/ D] = = = J.’ - | -
ry) r T r
west-ward lead -ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Ir., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude:

Our Outreach envelopes for January will be given to Samaritan’s Purse.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

January BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS
5 Joe Hlavaty
9 Faye Gadwell, Conner Aquino
10 Austin Apgar, Joanne Apgar, Erika Trauger
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES
Sunday, January 5 9:15 AM Adult Sunday school in the library.
Epiphany 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Undecorating Church

Monday, January 6

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, January 7

7:00 PM

Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 8

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Office Hours

Thursday, January 9

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

After Worship
5:00PM-7:00PM

1:00 - 3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
7:00 PM PALM Program Planning meeting at Durham
Friday, January 10 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sunday, January 12 9:15 AM Adult Sunday school in the library
Baptism of Our Lord 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Christian Education Meeting
Confirmation Class @ St. Peter's Riegelsville

Monday, January 13

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, January 15

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
12:30 PM

Office Hours
Care-A-Lot Board Meeting

Thursday, January 16

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Office hours

12:00 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

1:00 - 3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's

7:30 PM Upper Bucks Conference Executive Committee
Sunday, January 19 9:15 AM Adult Sunday School in Library
Second Sunday after Epiphany 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Monday, January 20

11:00 AM- 1:00 PM
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Messy Church
Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, January 22

10:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Office Hours

Thursday, January 23 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Office hours
12:00 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
1:00 - 3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's

Saturday, January 25 9:00 AM-11:30 AM Communion Education Class St. Lukes Ferndale
9:00 AM Soup Preparation at Durham-Help Needed!
4:00 PM Soup Sale at Durham- Take out Only

/f:\\ Dear Congregation,
ffM Thank you for your thoughtful Christmas gift. It is such a pleasure to be a part of this
ﬁzw church family! God Bless! - Carolyn

=4
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Thavk (& You!
- - Diana Streletz and Kathryn Wagner would like to extend our sincere gratitude to

the congregation for your generosity in remembering us at Christmastime. We are blessed to be
employed by such a kind church family.

(s RAYE 5\ For Healing of those in our Congregation:
P R David Antoni; Joe Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bethany Michl;;

REQUESTS Joanne and Bobby Ziegenfuss.

For Healing of Friends and Family:

Frank Allebach; Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon; Clay Butler;
Doris Calverley; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; David
Davis; Nancy Edelen; Carol and Leon Errico; Nora Fallon; Fred Foerster; Gabriella Froehlich;
Barbara Foster; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Jason Gourley; Rev. Bradley Gow;
Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales; Krista Heyer; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim
Koplin; Mary Lily; Jim McAnally; Charleigh McCade; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Patrick McNaulty;
Nancy Morris; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Leslie Patience; Jennifer Phelps; Lisa Ridge; Connie Rugen; Tammy
Sassman; Paul Sauter; Ruth Sauter; Bart Shaw; Laurel Sheetz; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Kelly Walsh;
Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob.

For those who are Homebound:
James Altemose; Cleo Eck; Frank Mammana; Jayne Miller and Ed Xander.

For families and friends grieving the loss of:
Norma Fox ;Kenneth Hager; Silas Rodenbach

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone
(610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com

Worship Assistants

Preacher Rev. James Heckman
Organist/Choir Director Carolyn Williams

Altar Guild Barbara Naska and Leann Kressman
Greeter(s) Val McGinn

Acolyte Colton Wagner

Lector Val McGinn

Head / Communion Usher

Council Communion / Counting Team Pat Zion and Bea vonWatzdorf
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson

Administrative Kathryn Wagner

Custodian Dianna Streletz
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