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EVANGEL 
Pastor’s Message: 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

On February 2nd each year, people wait to hear what Punxsutawney 
Phil predicts about the coming of spring. If he does not see his 
shadow, it is said that there will be a short winter and an early 
spring. This year, he saw his shadow and predicted six more weeks 
of winter. Statistically, Punxsutawney Phil is accurate less than 
40% of the time. Alternatively, Lent serves as another indicator of 
the approaching spring. The word "Lent" originates from an old 
English word meaning "spring season." By the time Easter arrives, 
spring is typically beginning.  

Lent is not just about waiting for spring. It is a period of 
reflection for Christians before Easter, symbolizing spiritual 
renewal and preparation, much like the new life that spring 
brings. While Lent is associated with fasting, repentance and acts 
of contrition, it also serves to remind us of the necessity of God’s 
forgiveness and the wonderous act of love which Christ shares for 
us on the cross on Good Friday.   

We will have a number of special services and devotional 
opportunities available here at Evangelical Durham during our 
Lenten journey. Before Lent begins, we will observe Shrove 
Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday). This day, also known as 
Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday, Pancake Day, or Donut Day, is 
traditionally the last day for festivities before the sacrifices of 
Lent. The making of donuts and pancakes was historically a way to 
use up household fat.      

At Durham, we will hold a Shrove Tuesday Covered Dish Dinner on 
Tuesday, March 4th. During this event, participants can play games, 
share a meal, and discuss how the ashes for Ash Wednesday are 
prepared for the Lenten journey. The dinner will take place from 
6:00 to 7:30 PM. Please sign up in the Narthex if you plan to attend 
and indicate what dish you will bring. 

Our Lenten journey will then officially begin on Wednesday, March 
5th with two opportunities for worship. We will offer a spoken 
service at 12:30 PM which will be a communion service including the 
disposition of ashes (just no music). Then at 7:00 PM we will have a 
full service with Communion and Ashes. (If neither of these times 
work for you, our PALM partner at St. Luke’s will be offering a 
service at 3:00 PM in Ferndale.) 
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(Pastor's Message Cont'd)  

Our journey will continue Wednesday evenings for the next five weeks rotating between 5 of 
the PALM churches. Each week we will begin with soup supper at 6:00 PM followed by a devo-
tional time at 6:45 to 7:30 PM. The Theme for this series is: “Created for Community”. 

Week 1 (3/12) will be at St. Peter’s, Riegelsville discussing “In Community with Creation.” 
Week 2 (3/19) will be here at Durham discussing “In Community with all the saints.” 
Week 3 (3/26) is at Upper Tinicum discussing “In Community with our neighbor.” 
Week 4 (4/2) we are at St. Luke’s, Ferndale discussing “In Community with those on the mar-
gins.” 
Week 5 (4/9) we conclude at Trinity, Pleasant Valley discussing “In community with Christ.” 

The final week of Lent is Holy Week. It begins on Sunday April 13th which we call Palm/
Passion Sunday. We will not only be having the distribution and blessing of the Palms, but we 
will be reading the Passion of Christ as recorded in Luke. If you wish to be one of the read-
ers, please let me know. Holy Week continues with a service of Holy Communion which will be 
held at Trinity Lutheran in Pleasant Valley this year at 7:00 PM. Then on Good Friday we will 
host a Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM. Also that day, at 3:00 PM St. Luke’s, Ferndale will be 
hosting a Stations of the Cross Service at 3:00 PM.   

We will conclude our journey with several opportunities for Easter celebrations. The first 
will be Saturday, April 19. From 11 to 1 PM we will have a Messy Church Easter Celebration. 
Then on Easter Day, Sunday, April 20th you will have two opportunities for worship. The first 
will be the Sunrise Service again hosted by Upper Tinicum Lutheran on the river at Sky Is-
land Farm. The service will begin at 6:30 AM and is outdoors. Please dress accordingly. I will 
once again be the presider/preacher. Then at 10:00 AM we will be having a festival service of 
Holy Communion here at Durham to which all are welcome – family, friends, neighbors, or 
strangers off the street.  

Beside the special services, there are Lenten Devotional Guides available in the narthex of 
the church which will provide you with a daily journey of prayer and devotional time. Please 
feel free to pick them up at church.  

I look forward to once again joining you on this Lenten pilgrimage and the celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection in April. See you in church. 

Your servant in Christ. 

Pastor Jim Heckman 
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MARCH CALENDAR CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Check out our UPDATED 

"Events" page on  

DurhamLutheran.org !!  

Follow us on Facebook too! 

Sunday, March 2 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Adult Sunday school in the library. 
Communion Worship 
Confirmation Class @ St. Lukes Ferndale 

Monday, March 3 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 

Tuesday, March 4 5:00 -7:00 PM 
6:00-7:30 PM 

Mardi Gras At St Luke Ferndale 
Shrove Tuesday Covered Dish @ Durham 

Wednesday, March 5 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
12:30 PM 
3:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal 
Ash Wednesday Spoken Service 
St Lukes Ferndale Ash Wednesday Service 
Ash Wednesday Communion Service 

Thursday, March 6 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 
General PALM meeting at St. Peter's Rie-
gelsville 

Sunday, March 9 
First Sunday in Lent 
  
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
2:00-4:00PM 

Adult Sunday school in the library 
Communion Worship 
Upper Bucks Conference Annual Assembly 
at St Peters Hilltown 

Monday, March 10 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 

Tuesday, March 11 7:00 PM Council Meeting 

Wednesday, March 12 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
1:30 PM 
6:00-7:30PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal 
Christian Education Meeting 
Lenten Soup Supper St. Peters Riegelsville 

Thursday, March 13 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Friday, March 14 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting 
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Altar  Guild Miriam Anderson and Nancy Moskella 

Communion Team Dealer's Choice 

Counting Team Becky Praster, Dave Sauter and Cathy Meuller 

March 2025 Worship Assistants 

Date Greeter Acolyte Lector Head Usher 

3/2 O'Brien Family Oaklee Wagner Joe H'lavaty  

3/9  Josephine Williams  Ben Williams(help) 

3/16  Josephine Williams  Ben Williams(help) 

3/23 O'Brien Family    

3/30  Tucker Wagner Kathryn Wagner  

MARCH CALENDAR CONT'D 

Sunday, March 16 
Second Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
5:00PM-7:00PM 

Adult Sunday School in Library 
Communion Worship 
Confirmation Class @ St Peters Riegelsville 

Monday, March 17 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 

Wednesday, March 19 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
6:00-7:30PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal 
Lenten Soup Supper at ELC Durham 

Thursday, March 20 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, March 23 
Third Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 

Adult Sunday school in the library 
Communion Worship 

Monday, March 24 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 

Wednesday, March 26 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
6:00-7:30PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-week Choir Rehearsal 
Lenten Soup Supper at Upper Tinicum 

Thursday, March 27 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, March 30 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
5:00- 7:00 PM 

Adult Sunday school in the library 
Communion Worship 
Confirmation Class @ Trinity Pleasant Valley 

Monday, March 31 1:00 -3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
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WELCA’s February meeting was a brief Bible 
study on the book of Ruth; we studied Ruth’s 
faithfulness and love of Naomi and how they 
supported one another in a time of grief and 
trial. We also saw how God was with them 
throughout their struggle. We did not have a 
business meeting, but did agree that we 
wanted to do a project during Lent. We will be 
collecting Personal Care Kits, which will be 
delivered to the Synod Convention on Friday 
May 30, 2025. See attached instructions. 
Our March meeting will be Friday March 14, 
2025 at 10 a.m. We will continue our Bible 
study on faith as we look at 
Psalm 22, David’s struggle 

as he cries “My God Why Have You Forsaken Me.” 

We will distribute the soup funds during this meeting. All are 
invited to attend.   Helen Dungan 
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Food banks: Thanks to all who contributed to our collection for the 

food banks in February. Special thanks to Miriam and Ken Anderson 

who took our January food to the two food banks. Because of our re-

verse Advent donations, we needed a truck!  

The Lord's Pantry has requested: coffee, chunky soups, laundry detergent 
and condiments 

Project Easton is requesting spaghetti and pancake mix. They also minister 
to the homeless in Easton, and request travel size personal care items. 
(Because these people live out of their backpacks, they cannot handle large 
size containers.) Project Easton makes up kits of needed items to give to 
them. 

All donations are appreciated! 

Food baskets: If you have someone you want to remember or honor, this is a wonderful way to do 

it. You can do the shopping yourself or delegate the task to Helen Dungan. We ask for a $20 mini-

mum.  

Outreach envelope: Our Outreach envelopes for March have been 

designated to go to Lutheran Disaster Relief. We are again being dev-

astated by storms and floods with many people’s homes damaged or 

destroyed. This is one way we can help them.   Helen Dungan 

Prayer list: If you want to add someone to the prayer list or correct or up-

date it, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-5717 or 

610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com. 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
David Antoni; Esther Crouse; Joe Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Joanne Zieg-
enfuss 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Frank Allebach; Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon; Clay Butler; Doris Calver-
ley; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; David Davis; Nancy Edelen; Car-
ol and Leon Errico; Gabriella Froehlich; Barbara Foster; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee 
Goodman; Jason Gourley; Rev. Bradley Gow; Penni Griffith; Andrew Hales; Krista Heyer; Penny 
Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; Mary Lily; Jim McAnally; Charleigh 
McCade;  Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Patrick McNaulty; Stacy Mechum; Nancy Morris; Sue 
Odor; Lucia Otero; Leslie Patience; Jennifer Phelps; Lisa Ridge; Connie Rugen; Tammy Sassman; Paul 
Sauter; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline 
Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob. 

For those who are Homebound: 
James Altemose; Cleo Eck; Jayne Miller. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 

Fred Foerster; Norma Fox ;Kenneth Hager; Frank Mammana; Silas Rodenbach; Bart Shaw; Ed Xander 
and Bobby Ziegenfuss 
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MEMBERs OF  

THE MONTH 

 Adult Bible Study 

The Adult Bible study meets on Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 at the 
home of Kathy and Joe Hlavaty. We are finishing our study and 
discussion of the Gospel of Luke. Where we go next is under dis-
cussion.  We invite you to join us.   
          Helen Dungan 

  

 Soup 

Thanks to all who helped with the food preparation, the selling 
and the cleanup of our February soup sale. We had a great 
crew. Special thanks to our chefs Nancy Moskella, Miriam Ander-
son, and Mark Harwick; and to Kathy and Joe Hlavaty who as-
sisted them in the kitchen throughout the whole day.   
We made 16 quarts of vegetable, 108 quarts of vegetable beef, 
and 90 quarts of potato. More details on soup sold, and profits for both soup sales 
and our donations will be in the April newsletter. 
 

My family and I extend our sincere gratitude for the sympathy 

and kindness expressed to us regarding the illness and loss of 

Frank Mammana. We were surrounded and greatly comforted by 

your love. 

    Joan Mammana  

It is so important to know that our church family doesn't 

just include the people we see in the pews on Sunday 

mornings. Maggie and Bob have been kind and caring 

members who found our church after searching for a 

church family and experiencing the warmth and wel-

come that we all know and love at Durham. Maggie and 

Bob alternate their time between Pennsylvania and Flori-

da and to Bob God feels like peace and calm like the bu-

colic countryside that surrounds our church. They find joy in being active in the church 

choir, reading, taking walks. They pray for the health and wellbeing of friends and family 

and everyone on our prayer list. They want us to know how much they enjoy being with 

us at ELC of Durham and I hope they know how much we enjoy their voices in the choir.  

Maggie Fischer & Robert Starling  
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March Birthdays Anniversaries Baptisms 

1     Mike Rhine 

2 Michael Altemus     

4 Amanda Harrison     

6 Gladys Nicholas (91)     

7 Kenneth Crouse     

8     Karen Bolesta 

9   Clayton & Darby Leichliter  
(3) 

  

10 Pat Zion     

11 Brittany Froehlich, 
Ella Rose Michl 

   Suzane Maurer 

15 Samantha Mueller     

17     Don Crouse 

23     Rachael Roney 

25  Oluchi Ngoka   Althea Crouse 

28     Clayton Leichliter 

29     Steven Streletz 

30 Tom Praster     
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Lenten Devotional Options:   

Several booklets are available in the Narthex for various age 

groups  

Also recommended by a member of our Church Family:  

Henri J.M. Nouwen's "Show me the way".  

The book "Wild Hope" by Gayle Boss might appeal to ecologists and families with children 

"The Final Week of Jesus" by Max Lucado for the last week of Lent 
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