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March 16, 2025  
Second Sunday in Lent 

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people 
have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 

tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the 
Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.” 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

 

  

https://durhamlutheran.org/
about:blank
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Prelude: “Be Thou My Vision” 
Please take this time to silently reflect on the journey of Lent, praying for God to make our hearts clean. 

GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
CONFESSION ANDS FORGIVENESS 

(Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Compassionate One, 
C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always reflect 
you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown 
to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people. We 
oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant 
gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 

P:  Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering 

ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. 

C: Amen 

Gathering Hymn: ELW 831 
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P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the community of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: And also with you 
 
Kyrie- Congregation sings response “Lord, have mercy.” 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. 
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the 
life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading-Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants will be as 
numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed 

with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise. 

L: A reading from the fifteenth chapter of Genesis. 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, 
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came to him, “This 
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed 
the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

7 Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 
you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three 
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought him 
all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not 
cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram 
drove them away. 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. 

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 
the river Euphrates.”. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm Psalm 27 

L: 1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

C: 2 When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my foes and my 
enemies, will stumble and fall. 

L: 3 Though an army encamp against me, my hear  will not fear. Though war rise up against 
me, my trust will not be shaken. 

C: 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in 
the temple. 

L: 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places of the 
sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

C: 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore I will 
offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to 
the Lord. 

L: 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me 
C: 8 My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.” Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 
L: 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not 

away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 
C: 10 Though my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will take me in. 
L: 11 Teach me your way, O Lord; lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors. 
C: 12 Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me, false witnesses 

breathing violence. 
L: 13 This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! 
C:  14 Wait for the Lord and be strong. Take heart and wait for the Lord! 

Second Reading - Philippians 3:17—4:1 

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the course he has taken. Writing from 
prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps. 

L: A reading from the third chapter of Philippians. 

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god 
is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 
himself. 4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation:   

 

The Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission. 

P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P:  31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it 
is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW 596 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Installation of Council and Officers 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 
aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of 
Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and stand firm 
as they witness and minister in your name. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the voice 
of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they would not be 
silenced but heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people what it 
means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard 
the world for future generations. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in body or 
mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all know they are not alone. 
God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are divided 
over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside grudges and 
serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who have 
gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to 
their example. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name 
of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 

C: Amen. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem: “O Taste and See” – Douglas Wagner 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

Offering Prayer 

P: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the 
world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing 
those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 
of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to 
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you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to 
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

 

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  

 



12 

 

SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 613 

 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set 
tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the 
world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. 
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C: Amen 
Sending Song: ELW 768 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: 
 Our Outreach envelopes for March will be given to Lutheran Disaster Relief. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

17   Don Crouse 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, March 16 
Second Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
After Worship 
5:00PM-7:00PM 

Adult Sunday School in Library 
Communion Worship 
Youth Choir Rehearsal 
Confirmation Class @ St Peters Riegelsville 

Monday, March 17 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM  Admin Office Hours 
Tuesday, March 18 7:00 PM Vacation Bible School Planning Meeting @Trinitiy 
Wednesday, March 19 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

6:00-7:30PM 
Office Hours 
Lenten Soup Supper at ELC Durham 

Thursday, March 20 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM  
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, March 23 
Third Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 

Adult Sunday school in the library 
Communion Worship 

Monday, March 24 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Wednesday, March 26 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

10:00 AM 
6:00-7:30PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-week Choir Rehearsal 
Lenten Soup Supper at Upper Tinicum  

Thursday, March 27 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM  
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, March 30 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

9:15 AM 
10:00 AM 
5:00- 7:00 PM 

Adult Sunday school in the library 
Communion Worship 
Confirmation Class @ Trinity Pleasant Valley 

Monday, March 31 1:00 -3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Wednesday, April 2 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

10:00 AM 
6:00-7:30PM 

Office Hours 
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal 
Lenten Soup Supper St. Luke Ferndale 

Thursday, April 3 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
David Antoni; Esther Crouse; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Joanne 
Ziegenfuss 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Frank Allebach; Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Stephen Bizon; Clay Butler; 
Doris Calverley; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Dan 
Crooke; David Davis; Nancy Davis; Nancy Edelen; Carol and Leon Errico; Gabriella 

Froehlich; Barbara Foster; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Jason Gourley; Penni 
Griffith; Andrew Hales; Krista Heyer; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; 
Mary Lily; Jim McAnally; Charleigh McCade;  Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Patrick McNaulty; Stacy 
Mechum; Nancy Morris; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Leslie Patience; Jennifer Phelps; Lisa Ridge; Adrienne Rozzi; 
Connie Rugen; Tammy Sassman; Paul Sauter; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; Donna Storm; Russ Trauger; Joe 
V.; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob. 

For those who are Homebound: 
James Altemose; Cleo Eck; Jayne Miller. 

For families and friends grieving the loss of: 

Fred Foerster; Norma Fox ;Kenneth Hager; Frank Mammana; Silas Rodenbach; Bart Shaw; Ed Xander and 
Bobby Ziegenfuss 

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone 
(610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

 
 

Worship Assistants 

Preacher Rev. James Heckman 

Organist/Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 

Altar Guild Miriam Anderson and Nancy Moskella 

Greeter(s) Nancy Moskella 

Acolyte Josephine Williams 

Lector David Sauter 

Head / Communion Usher Ben Williams (with help) 

Council Communion  Dealers’ choice 

Counting Team Becky Praster, Cathy Mueller and Dave Sauter 

Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 

Administrative Kathryn Wagner 

Custodian Dianna Streletz 

 

 

Food bank requests: Spaghetti , pancake mix, 15oz cans of Chicken Noodle 
and Cream of Mushroom soup, Stewed tomatoes and whole tomatoes 

Any Donations are appreciated! 

https://durhamlutheran-my.sharepoint.com/personal/evangel_durhamlutheran_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/Documents/Documents/Bulletins%202024/joanmammana@icloud.com

