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August 24, 2025  
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does: feed 
us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is doing. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: Come Into His Presence- Lynn Baird 
GATHERING 
P: This is the day the Lord has made. 
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Stand if you are able) 
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism as the pastor begins) 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
P: Merciful God, 
C:   you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.  

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you 
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing 
what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and 
show us the path of life. Amen. 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a 
new creation.  

C:   Amen. 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 556 
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INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE- Congregation sings response 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



4 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great 
dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that 
even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be Seated) 
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First Reading-Isaiah 58:9b-14 
God promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and light will rise 

in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings. 

L: A reading from the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. 
9b If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The Lord will guide you 
continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and 
you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. 12 Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you 
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy 
day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor 
it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; 
14 then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the 
earth; I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,  for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 103:1-8 

L: 1 Bless the Lord,  O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
C: 2 Bless the Lord,  O my soul, and forget not  all God’s benefits—. 
L: 3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
C: 4 who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast  love and mercy; 
L: 5 who satisfies your desires  with good things so that your youth is renewed  like an 

eagle’s. 
C: 6 O Lord, you provide  vindication and justice for all who  are oppressed. 
L: 7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel. 
C: 8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 
 

Second Reading -Hebrews 12:18-29 
Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made possible in Christ. 

There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited. 
L: A reading from the twelfth chapter of Hebrews. 

18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 
gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the 
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hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20 (For they could not endure the 
order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to 
death.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But 
you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous 
made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when 
they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we 
reject the one who warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 
he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the 
heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that 
is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer 
to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe, 29 for indeed our God is a 
consuming fire. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:     (Stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel:  Luke 13:10-17 
Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading 
of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free from bondage. 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And just then 

there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was 
bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her 
over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on 
her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the 
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synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, 
“There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured 
and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! 
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead 
it to water? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for 
eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said 
this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the 
wonderful things being done by him. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon + Blessing of the backpacks / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 704  (Stand if you are able) 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 
A brief silence. 

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom to bishops, 
synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders as they pursue a more just and 
equitable church and society. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains to parched 
places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems 
and habitats. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of 
world leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so that all persons may 
experience abundant life. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive the cries of all 
who are bent over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness 
(especially). Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders with 
creativity to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who gather 
here to be nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

With all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless your holy name. As 
they now rest from their labors, guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign, 
which can never be shaken. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 

receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
C: Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING  

Choir Anthem:  “Make a Joyful Noise” 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work 
for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
 

 
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 491 

 
Prayer after Communion 

P: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send 
us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ 
name. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 

P:The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and 
the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

C:   Amen 
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Sending Song: ELW 886 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:  
Our Outreach envelopes for July and August will be split between the two food banks. 
 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: 
Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Althea Crouse; Esther Crouse; George Kreitz; Paul 
McGinn; Cheryl Mesko; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: 
Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Al Boorse; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy 
Coleman; Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; David Davis; Nancy Edelen; Marissa 

Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Gabriella Froehlich; Barbara Foster; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; 
Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Alyse Mesko Hales; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine 
King; Tim Koplin; Jim McAnally; Charleigh McCade;  Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Patrick McNaulty; 
Stacy Mecham; Nancy Morris; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Dennis Phillipps; Adrienne Rozzi; 
Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; Debbie Statler; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe 
V.; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Henry Wong; Wayne Yeisley; 
Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: 
James Altemose; Jayne Miller. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: 
 Stephen Bizon; Mary Budd; Doris Calverley; Cleo Eck; Fred Foerster; Norma Fox ; Jason Gourley; Kenneth 
Hager; Vivian Harwick; Julio Limontour; Frank Mammana; Renate Michener; Silas Rodenbach; Bart Shaw; Ed 
Xander and Bobby Ziegenfuss 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone 
(610-258-5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

August BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

19 Karen Beerer     

23     Peter Streletz 

24 Kendall Beerer     

28     Adam Phillipps 

29 David Sauter   Mary Erceg 

30 Helen Dungan, Lynn Leichliter     

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, August 24 
11th Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM Communion Worship 
Blessing of the Backpacks  

Monday, August 25 1:00-3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Wednesday, August 27 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM Office Hours 
Thursday, August 28 10:00 AM- 1:00 PM Office Hours  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, August 31 
12th Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 

Communion Worship 
 Music and Worship Committee Meeting 

Monday, September 1    Labor Day 
Wednesday, September 3 9:00-12:00 PM 

12:00 PM 
Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, September 4 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
1:00- 3:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 
Office Hours 
Bible Study Starts! At the Hlavaty’s 

Sunday, September 7 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM Communion Worship 
  

Monday, September 8 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Tuesday, September 9 7:00 PM Council Meeting 
Wednesday, September 10 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

12:00 PM 
Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, September 11 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM- 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM-3:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal  
Office hours 
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty’s 

A note from Altar Guild: 

Miriam and Linda will be making the schedule for next year in October, church year starts in Advent , so 
please let us know if there are months you would rather have assigned. We will try to accommodate 

best as we can. We are short members so if any of you can do three months instead of two that would 
be great! Thanks so much for all you do! 
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Worship Assistants 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman  
Organist Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Suzanne Mauer and Mark Harwick 
Greeter(s) David Sauter 
Acolyte  
Lector Mark Harwick 
Head / Communion Usher David Sauter 
Council Communion  Mark Harwick+ help  
Counting Team Karen Beerer, Linda Sauter, and Val McGinn 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

   

Provided by the McGinns! Thank you! 

 


