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Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org 

 

 
 

November 16, 2025  
23rd Sunday After Pentecost 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know 
how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized 

rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

Are you interested in joining our church??  

There will be a meeting for anyone who might be interested in 
becoming a member of the church on Sunday, December 14th 

immediately following the service. Mark your calendars!  
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Prelude: “It is Well With My Soul”-Philip P. Bliss, Arr. Mark Hayes  
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Faithful God, 
C:  you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in 

sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We 
ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses 
instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew 
our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

P:Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

C:   Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW 327 

 
INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE- 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray  
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what 
is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Malachi 4:1-2a 
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like 

stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 

L: A reading from the fourth chapter of Malachi. 
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 98 
L: 1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and 

holy arm have won the victory. 
C: 2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in 

the sight of the nations. 
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L: 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends 
of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

C: 4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
L: 5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
C: 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the  king, the Lord. 
L: 7 Let the sea roar, and  all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
C: 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who 

comes to  judge the earth. 
L: 9 The Lord will judge the  world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
 

Second Reading- 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased 

to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly 
that if they want to eat, they need to work. 

L: A reading from the third chapter of 2 Thessalonians. 
6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s 
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 
might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in order 
to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are 
living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 
own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:     (Stand if you are able) 

Cont’d 
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The Gospel:  Luke 21:5-19 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers will 
draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without 

fear. 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 
to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in 
my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take 
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will 
rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes and 
in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 
from heaven. 

  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 
because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your 
minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head 
will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day:  ELW 713 (Stand if you are able) 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayground Dedication 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

A brief silence. 
God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel 
using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous 
paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power 
to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing 
natural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O 
God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of 
care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and 
harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate 
service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in 
building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faithful. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
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OFFERING - 
Choir Anthem:  “Give Me Oil in My Lamp”- Arr. Joseph M Martin 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, 

a taste of life eternal. 

 

 
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 723  
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Prayer after Communion 

P: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out 
to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve 
in Christ’s name. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 
Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful 
and courageous heart now and forever.  

C:   Amen 
Sending Song:ELW 632 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Our Outreach envelopes November are going to Samaritan’s Purse. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOV. BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

19 Hans Rilling Ken and Miriam Anderson   

21 Ken Anderson     

23     Bob Fox 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, November 16 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
5:00 PM- 7:30 PM 

Communion Worship + Prayground Dedication 
Music and Worship Committee Meeting 
Confirmation Class at St. Peter's Riegelsville 

Monday, November 17 1:00PM -3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Tuesday, November 18 7:00 PM  Finance Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, November 19 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

12:00 PM 
Office Hours 
Chat & Chew w/ Pastor Jim 

Thursday, November 20 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM- 11:00 PM 
12:00 PM- 2:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 
Office Hours 
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's 

Saturday, November 22 5:00 PM Living Nativity Full Rehearsal with Choir at Trinity 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, November 23 
Christ the King Sunday 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 
12:00 PM 

Communion Worship 
Durham Dialogue + Youth Instrumental Practice 
Living Nativity Choir Rehearsal at Trinity 

Monday, November 24 1:00-3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Tuesday, November 25 9:30 AM-12:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Wednesday, November 26   Office Closed 
Thursday, November 27 Thanksgiving Office Closed 
Saturday, November 22 5:00 PM Living Nativity Full Rehearsal with Choir at Trinity 
Sunday, November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 

10:00 AM 
After Worship 

Communion Worship 
Youth Instrumental Practice 

Monday, December 1 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Wednesday, December 3 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

12:00 PM 
Office Hours 
Chat & Chew w/ Pastor Jim 

Thursday, December 4 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM- 1:00 PM 
12:00 PM-2:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 
Office Hours 
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's! 

Saturday, December 6 3:00PM and 5:00 PM Living Nativity at Trinity 
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Worship Assistants 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman  
Organist Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Kris Simmons and Linda Sauter 
Greeter(s) Helen Dungan 
Acolyte Tucker Wagner 
Lector Linda Sauter 
Head / Communion Usher  
Council Communion  Kathryn Wagner 
Counting Team Kathy Hlavaty and Barbara Naska 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dianna Streletz 

For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Esther Crouse; George 
Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Al Boorse; Hans Buss; 
Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Peggy Coleman; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; 
David Davis; Nancy Edelen; Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie 

Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine 
King; Tim Koplin; Linda Lyle; Frank Manfredonia; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; 
Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Sue Odor; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Dennis Phillipps; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie 
Rugen; Richard Seifert; Laurel Sheetz; Jami Silfies; Holly Snyder; Jeff Starling; Debbie Statler; Donna Storm; Edward 
Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry 
Wong and Family; Wayne Yeisley; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Jayne Miller. 
For families and friends grieving the loss of:  
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 
 
 

 
 

Choir Rehearsal At Trinity Dates:  Thurs 11/13 8pm 

   Sunday 11/23 12pm 

Full Rehearsal Dates At Trinity :  

  11/22 5pm Full Rehearsal with choir.  

KIDS ORCHESTRA PRACTICE AT DURHAM 11/9, 11/23 
an 11/30 after worship 


