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Second Sunday in Advent

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the
darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who
welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that

in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

You can find the live stream at the following location:

www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B170076.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved.
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Prelude:
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P: Each of our Advent candles represents God’s generous goodness, the advent of Jesus,
God’s greatest gift, the Spirit’s fluttering flicker of joy. As we light each candle, we
recognize the gifts God has given us this week. Together, we pray:

&

God, you shield us like tender flames;
your care enables us to burn brighter.
God, we pool our faith like candlelight;
through you we reveal hidden goodness.
God, your justice upends this broken world.
Use your mercy to transform everything that harms.
God, we reach for unreasonable hope;
and you prepare an incomparable future.
God, we breathe in your peaceful refuge,
for you have made a place where we can safely rest.
Now that the warmth of God’s presence fills this place, we pray that the Spirit will
illuminate our lives through the words we hear, the songs we sing, and the pathways of
prayer engraved on our hearts. We Pray:
Lighting the Second Candle of the Advent Wreath
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Blessing Prayer

Family Candle lighting: God, we feel threatened by painful truths, but you build the path to
peace through the wilderness. Speak boldly to us today so we can construct true peace
upon the foundation of your care.

Place figures in Manger

Candle lighting Song- Verse TWO only
He Came Down
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 Hecame down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;

Cont’d Next page
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came down that we may have love;
came down that we may have light;
came down that we may have peace;
came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(Stand if you are able)

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

P: Long-expected God,

C: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We
reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become
impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the
hope you have promised. Amen.

: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. *F You are freed and
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW 247
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Come Now, O Prince of Peace
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni -ty make us  one bod - y.
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec -on-cile all na - tions.

Text: Geonyong Lee

, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope

Music: 0SOSO, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947
Text and music © Geonyong Lee

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




INVOCATION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE- We are singing the ENGLISH lyrics

Kyrie
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Lord, . ... have mer - cy. Lord, . . . . have mer - cy.
Christ, ... have mer - cy. Christ, . . . have mer - CY.

Music: Dinah Reindorf, b. ¢. 1927
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindotf, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Gloria
Refrain
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol



Prayer of the Day

L:

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be Seated)

First Reading- Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of

L:

L:

C:

God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.
A reading from the eleventh chapter of Isaiah.

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall
be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, *but with
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall kill the wicked. ® Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness
the belt around his loins.

®The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the
lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. & The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den. ° They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

190n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

L:

C
L:
C

-

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;

: 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.

: “Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the

oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.

C: ®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.

’In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the
moon shall be no more.



C: 8Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!
L: ®And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your
glory. Amen. Amen.

Second Reading- Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians
live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God'’s family.

L: A reading from the fifteenth chapter of Romans.
*Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, ® so that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. 8 For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and that
the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will confess you
among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; °and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; *and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles
shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: (Stand if you are able)
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permissien.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking
of a powerful one who is to come.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his
paths straight.” ”

* Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. ® Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan,
confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, °and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for | tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. ° Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.

14 baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than |, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated)



Hymn of the Day:

ELW 249(Stand if you are able)
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
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Text: Charles Coftin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer

C:

C:

P:

C:

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle.

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.
With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation
will mutually thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one
another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster
Response. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face
of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of those recovering from
surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that
divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of
Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of the
Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

P:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING -
Choir Anthem: “Like a Child”- Arr. David Cherwein
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS



All Earth Is Hopeful
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God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

I 0 I 8

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

10



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Text: “Sanctus,” tr. English Language Liturgical Consultation

Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com 800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the

Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
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* May be sung in canon beginning here.
Music: Marty Haugen. b. 1950
Music © 1992 CPH Publishing

Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 487

What Feast of Love
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What feastof love is of- fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer after Communion

P: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Announcements

BLESSING
P:The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C: Amen
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: The God of all grace *F bless you now and forever.
C: Amen
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Sending Song:ELW 264 Vs. 1, 2
Prepare the Royal Highway
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
e e T
& [, oot R R
g 7 b | l |
Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Keep Awake.
C: Thanks be to God.

Our Outreach envelopes for December are going to the food banks.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dec BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

BAPTISMS

Dianna & Peter Streletz (34)

Lois Altemose

10

Alex Crouse

THIS WEEK'’S ACTIVITIES

Sunday, December 7
2nd Sunday of Advent

10:00 AM

After Worship
After meeting
5:00 PM-7:30 PM

Communion Worship

Congregational Budget Meeting

WELCA Christmas Potluck+ MSP Input session
Confirmation Class at St Lukes

Monday, December 8

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, December 9 7:00 PM Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 10 10:00AM-2:00 PM Office Hours

12:00 PM Chat & Chew w/ Pastor Jim
Thursday, December 11 10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal

10:00 AM- 1:00 PM
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Office Hours
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's

Friday, December 12

5:00 PM-8:00 PM

Parent’s Night Out

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sunday, December 14
3rd Sunday in Advent

10:00 AM
After Worship

Communion Worship
New Member Forum Meeting
WELCA Flowers and Carols to Homebound

Monday, December 15

1:00PM -3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, December 17

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
12:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew w/ Pastor Jim

Thursday, December 18

10:00 AM
10:00 AM-11:00 PM
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office Hours
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's

Saturday, December 20 10:00 AM Church Decorating
Sunday, December 21 10:00 AM Communion Worship
4th Sunday of Advent 5:00 PM-7:30 PM Confirmation Class at Durham
Monday, December 22 1:00-3:00 PM Admin Office Hours
Wednesday December 24 2:00 PM Communion Worship at Durham
Nativity of Our Lord 5:00 PM Communion Worship at Upper Tinicum
7:00 PM Candlelight Communion Worship at Durham
Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Happy Birthday Jesus!

Thursday, December 26

Office Closed
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Worship Assistants

Preacher Rev. James Heckman
Organist Choir Director Carolyn Williams

Altar Guild Mark Harwick and Nancy Moskella
Greeter(s) Miriam Anderson

Acolyte

Lector Mark Harwick

Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick

Council Communion Kathryn Wagner

Counting Team Kathy Hlavaty and Scott Gaun
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson

Administrative Kathryn Wagner

Custodian Dianna Streletz

out Pfap For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Esther Crouse; George
RS e{,\ Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss

For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Al Boorse; Hans Buss;

\ Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Anna Cole; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; David

Davis; Nancy Edelen; Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner;
Michael Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family;
Martine King; Tim Koplin; Linda Lyle; Frank Manfredonia; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy
Mecham; Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Dennis Phillipps; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie
Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Jami Silfies; Holly Snyder; Debbie Statler; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.;
Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Wayne
Yeisley; Barbara Yob.

For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Jayne Miller.
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Jeff Starling

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com
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