Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham

P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039 610- 346-8500
durhamlutheran.org

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor

267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org

January 11, 2026
Baptism of Our Lord

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all
righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism
we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim

good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God'’s healing.

You can find the live stream at the following location:
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran
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Prelude: “Shall We Gather At

GATHERING

the River”

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(Stand if you are able)

life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen

v

Mighty God, lover of justice,

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

(Silence is kept for reflection)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our

neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but
our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind
of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water

that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in * Jesus
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name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn: ELW 304
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ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.

Music: LOBT GOTT, ITHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



INVOCATION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

L: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Please be Seated)

First Reading- Isaiah 45:1-9

God'’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise authority
boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been
fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

L: A reading from the forty-fifth chapter of Isaiah.

1 Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry out or lift up
his voice or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not grow
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait
for his teaching.

>Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit
to those who walk in it: ®1 am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness; | have taken
you by the hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the
nations, ’ to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 81 am the Lord; that is my name; my glory | give
to no other, nor my praise to idols. °See, the former things have come to pass, and new
things | now declare; before they spring forth, | tell you of them.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29

L: 1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

C: 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.

L: 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon

the mighty waters.

“The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

>The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

®the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

’The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes.
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C: 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in

the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”

C: °The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king for
evermore.

L: 0O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

~

Second Reading- Acts 10:34-48

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God'’s
inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and
his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

L: Areading from the tenth chapter of Acts.

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 3> but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. ¥ That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 3 how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3°We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree, “*but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, * not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. > He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. ® All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

4 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. ** The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the gentiles, *for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, *’ “Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” *8So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation: (Stand if you are able)
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The Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 13Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. **John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” > But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 1® And when Jesus had been baptized, just as
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. *” And a voice from the heavens said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated)




Hymn of the Day: ELW 459(Stand if you are able)

Wade in the Water
Refrain
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
8



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer
aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle.

P: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim
hope in a broken world. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an
urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are
grieving or ill (especially those we mention now or in the comfort of our hearts). Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ
by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those
who are homebound. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have
gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING -
Choir Anthem: “Sing We Now of Christmas”



PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 16371711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
Offering Prayer
P: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who
love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have

gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

oNvoOovoOm

P: Itisindeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among
us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant
light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we
share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)

SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 300

Spirit of Gentleness

Refrain
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Verses cont’d on next page
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then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - c¢i - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940

Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer after Communion

P: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Announcements

BLESSING
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise *F bless you now and forever.
C: Amen
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Sending Song:ELW 310 Vs 1,2
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songsof thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

God in flesh made man-1 - fest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “I Saw Three Ships”

Our Outreach envelopes for January are supporting AHUB (Advocates for the Homeless of
Upper Bucks).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jan BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

BAPTISMS

12 Landon Helfrich

15 Don Crouse, Kathy Hlavaty

16 Jim Altemose

THIS WEEK'’S ACTIVITIES

Sunday, January 11
Baptism of Our Lord

10:00 AM

Communion Worship

Monday, January 12

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, January 13

7:00 PM

Council Meeting
Annual Reports Due!

Wednesday, January 14

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
12:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

Thursday, January 15

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Office hours

1:00 - 3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
Saturday, January 17 9:00 AM Soup Preparation at Durham-Help Needed!
3:00 PM Soup Sale at Durham- Take out Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sunday, January 18
Second Sunday after Epiphany

10:00 AM
5:00PM-7:00PM

Communion Worship
Confirmation Class @ St Peter's Riegelsville

Monday, January 19

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, January 21 10:00 PM - 2:00 PM Office Hours
12:00 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Thursday, January 22 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Office hours
1:00 -3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
7:00 PM PALM Meeting at Durham
Saturday, January 24 9:00 AM- 2:00 PM Generosity Extravaganza Trinity Landsdale PA
Sunday, January 25 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Monday, January 26

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, January 28

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
12:00 PM

Office Hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

Thursday, January 29

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
1:00 -3:00 PM

Office hours
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
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Worship Assistants

Preacher Rev. James Heckman

Organist Choir Director Carolyn Williams

Altar Guild LeeAnn Kressman and Linda Sauter
Greeter(s) O’Brien Girls

Acolyte

Lector Pat Zion

Head / Communion Usher

Council Communion Bea vonWatzdorf, Cathy Mueller, Mark Harwick
Counting Team Mark Harwick and Pat Zion
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson

Administrative Kathryn Wagner

Custodian Dawn Margeson

For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joe
Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne
Ziegenfuss

For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Hans
Buss; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan
Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Marissa Embardino; Carol
and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Michael
Gardner; Candle Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine
King; Tim Koplin; Linda Lyle; Frank Manfredonia; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham;
Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly
Snyder; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean
Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob.

For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Jayne Miller

For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Dennis Phillipps; Jami Silfies;
Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley

If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com

NV,
Thirk Yol

Diana Streletz would like to extend her special thanks to the congregation for the Christmas bonus that
was given. Diana is very thankful to be a part of such a wonderful and caring church.

| (Kat), would also like to share my sincere appreciation for the Christmas bonus received. | had a great
year as administrative assistant and enjoy serving our church in this way and the wonderful people in it!

A huge thank you to the congregation for their generous Christmas gift! Peace and Love to all! - Carolyn
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