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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org 

 

January 25, 2026  
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. 
We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us 
and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. 

We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

 

*** ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2026 AFTER WORSHIP*** 

** Inclement weather date the following Sunday Feb 22,2026** 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 
into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the 
cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Isaiah 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, but they are assured 

that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble 
celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

L: A reading from the nineth chapter of Isaiah. 
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied exultation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

L: 1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then  shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

C: 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek 
God  in the temple. 

L: 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places of the 
sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

C: 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore I will 
offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to 
the Lord.  

L: 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me. 
C: 8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 
L: 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not 

away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  
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Second Reading- 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when 
we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of 

Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

L: A reading from the first chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit 
together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by 
Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean 
is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I 
did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—
and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 
power. 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of 

God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 
the gentiles— 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 17 From that time Jesus began 
to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 
him. 
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  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
 

BLESSING 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for 

praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C:   Amen 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Our Outreach envelopes for January are supporting AHUB (Advocates for the Homeless of 
Upper Bucks).  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jan BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

25 Audrey Bolesta   

26 Cora Gadwell, Paige Reiman  George Kreitz 

27   Joe Hlavaty, Chris Apgar, Scott 
Apgar 

28   Kenneth Crouse 

29   Mark Harwick 

30 Carolyn Williams   

31  Rachel Roney, Sharron Streletz   

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, January 25 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

10:00 AM 
 After Worship 

Communion Worship 
 Durham Dialogue 

Monday, January 26 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours 
Tuesday, January 27  7:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, January 28 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

12:00 PM  
Pastor Office Hours 
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 

Thursday, January 29 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Pastor Office hours 
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

Worship Assistants 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman  
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joe 
Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne 
Ziegenfuss 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Hans 
Buss; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan 
Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Marissa Embardino; Carol 
and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Michael 

Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine 
King; Tim Koplin; Linda Lyle; Frank Manfredonia; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; 
Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly 
Snyder; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean 
Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; 
Jami Silfies; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 
  

We collected 21 Reverse Advent 
collections consisting of 18 boxes 
and 3 sets of gift cards!  

Thank you Miriam for bringing all 
the donations to the food banks!  

Miriam delivered 276lbs of supplies 
and $150 in gift cards to Project 
Easton. As well as, 316.4lbs of 
supplies and $150 in gift cards to 
the Lord’s Pantry!  

Project Easton needs:  

Shelf stable milk Qt size 

Fruit Cocktail 

Red Kidney Beans 

Canned Potatoes 

Body Wash 

Shampooo 

Lord’s Pantry needs:  

Cream of Mushroom Soup 

Canned Chicken 

Chunky Soups 

Snacks 

Coffee 

Ramen Noodles any flavor 

 


