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Pastor’s Message March2026

Dear fellow Lenten pilgrims,

Personally, I'm ready for February to end. This winter’s harsh snow and freezing temperatures have
worn down both individuals and our church community. Thankfully, spring is on its way—even if a
few wintry days still linger, signs of the new season are appearing. Longer daylight hours, warmer
temperatures, and melting snow turning to rain signal the start of a promising growing season.

Lent, another marker of spring, takes its name from an old English word for the season. Although
Lent is my favorite time in the church calendar, | admit that writing this letter fills me with mixed
feelings. The sadness comes from knowing this will be my final Lenten journey with you, and | will
certainly miss you. Yet, even as | recognize that our shared ministry has its limits, my sadness is
outweighed by excitement and hope for your future and all that awaits in your ministry.

Although February was quite difficult, there were encouraging developments. Our Ash Wednesday
services saw the highest attendance in years, and we welcomed two new families who are
interested in becoming part of our worship community long term. Our soup-making event was
especially fulfilling, drawing the largest number of volunteers we've seen in a while, and it was a
success even with the snowy weather. Progress continues on the Annex project, with bid dates
extended slightly; all bids are now in, confirming that the project is both realistic and achievable.
Looking ahead, April promises not only Easter celebrations but also the groundbreaking for our new
addition.

Another encouraging aspect has been collaborating with the leadership team at ELD. During our
annual meeting, council elections were once again held, restoring the council to its full strength of
nine members—an important step as the church continues its search for a new pastoral shepherd.
However, their dedication and enthusiasm simply mirror the broader spirit of ministry within the
entire congregation, which is especially evident during our Lenten journey.

This year, we will once again collaborate with our PALM sister churches for the Lenten season. Our
Wednesdays will consist of shared soup suppers and devotional gatherings hosted at each
participating church. The thematic focus this year centers on dialogues involving individuals
around Jesus, offering opportunities to draw meaningful support and guidance as we seek to share
God's message in our contemporary world. Details regarding the schedule for these gatherings are
provided elsewhere in the newsletter. 5
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(2. cont'd) Pastor’s Message cont’d

In addition to our joint participation in Holy Week service opportunities with other churches,
there is a significant new initiative this year: the Palisades Backpack food collection. This
project addresses food insecurity among youth in the Palisades School system. We are
partnering not only with PALM churches but also with several denominational congregations
across the district to collect food items, which will be distributed to local youth on Maundy
Thursday at the start of their extended spring break. The program’s overall goal is to assemble
more than 400 bags, each containing four breakfasts, four lunches, and four snacks. Durham
Lutheran has committed to providing at least 50 of these bags. While this represents a
considerable undertaking, | am confident in our ability to achieve it. This initiative aligns well
with our Lenten journey, presenting a meaningful way for us to put our faith into action.

linvite you to join me on this Lenten journey, not only through weekly worship, participation in
our Wednesday devotion, prayer, study sessions, and special worship during Holy Week, but
also by focusing on the ministry opportunities that await us this spring and summer. Despite
the cold, snowy darkness of recent months, we have experienced God's abundant blessings.
Now is the perfect time to celebrate the ongoing blessings and opportunities just ahead of
us.

See you in Church. Your servant in Christ.

Pastor Jim Heckman Worship Assistants

Altar Guild Kris Simmons and Linda Sauter

Counting Team | Cathy Mueller and Pat Zion

Date Greeters Lector Head Usher Acolyte
Mar 1, 2026 Mark Harwick Pat Zion Mark Harwick | L+ E OBrien
Mar 8,2026 | Wagner Family | Linda Sauter Tucker W.

Mar 15, 2026

Mar 22, 2026

Mar 29, 2026 | Miriam Anderson Miriam
Anderson



Church Calendar of Events-

Sunday, March 1 10:00 AM Communion Worship
Second Sunday in Lent 5:00-7:00 PM Confirmation Class @ Trinity
Monday, March 2 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

6:00 PM Building Committee Meeting
Wednesday, March 4 10:00 AM -2:00 PM Office Hours

6:00 PM-7:30PM Lenten Soup Supper at St Luke Ferndae
Thursday, March 5 10:00 AM -1:00 PM Office hours

12200 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

1:00 -3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
Sunday, March 8 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Third Sunday inlLent

Daylight Savings Time- Spring Forward

2:00 PM- 4:00 PM

Upper Bucks Conference Assembly HERE!

Monday, March 9

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, March 10

7:00 PM

CouncilMeeting

Wednesday, March 11 10:00 AM -2:00 PM Office Hours
Lenten Soup Supper at Trinity Pleasant Valley

Thursday, March 12 10:00 AM -1:00 PM Office hours

10:00 AM Choir Rehearsa

12200 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

1:00 -3:00 PM AdultBible Study @ Hlavaty's
Friday, March 13 10:00 AM WELCA meeting @ Helen Dungan's Home
Sunday, March 15 10:00 AM Communion Worship
Fourth Sunday inLent 5:00PM-7:00PM Confirmation Class @ ELC Durham

Monday, March 16

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, March 18 10:00 AM -2:00 PM Office Hours
6:00 PM-7:30PM Lenten Soup Supper at St Peter's Riegelsville
Thursday, March 19 10:00 AM -1:00 PM Office hours
10:00 AM Mid-Week Choir Rehearsa
12200 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
1:00 -3:00 PM AdultBible Study @ Hlavaty's
Saturday, March 21 11:00 AM Memorial Service for Jayne Miller
Sunday, March 22 10:00 AM Communion Worship

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Monday, March 23

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, March 25 10:00 AM -2:00 PM Office Hours
6:00 PM-7:30PM Lenten Soup Supper at Upper Tinicum
Thursday, March 26 10:00 AM -1:00 PM Office hours
10:00 AM Mid-Week Choir Rehearsa
1200 PM Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
1:00 -3:00 PM Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
Saturday, March 28 10:00 AM Sharp Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 29 10:00 AM Communion Worship
Palm Sunday After Worship Durham Dialogue & Backpack Mea KitPacking
5:00-7:00 PM Confirmation Class @ St Peter'sRiegelsville

Monday, March 30

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Admin Office Hours 4




























