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Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org 

 
March 29, 2026  

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of 
paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration 
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are 
invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We 

begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 

 

This week- Work on your canvas art project depicting your 
chosen fruit in your own way!  

Anyone who would like help or supplies for the project is 
welcome to bring their canvas to an  

Art workshop on April 1 from 12:30-2:00 pm with Leslie. 

Hoping to decorate the church with our artwork for Easter 
Sunday so make sure to bring them!  

 

See last page of this 
bulletin for details on the 
fruit of focus next week! 
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Prelude: “Hosanna!”  by Judith Snowden - Choir 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 

(Stand if you are able) 

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 

P: 1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the 
colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
Blessings of Palms 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:. We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who 
scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path. 
We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may 
ever hail him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us go forth in peace, 
C:  in the name of the Lord. 
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Opening Hymn: ELW 344 – All Glory, Laud & Honor 

 
Conclusion to Procession 

P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 
C:  Hosanna in the Highest 

 
INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE- Congregation sings response “Lord, have mercy.” 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray,  
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit 

upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

L: A reading from the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah. 
4 The Lord God has given me a trained tongue, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens, wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. 
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5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I did not turn backward. 6 I 
gave my back to those who struck me and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
7 The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand in court together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. 9a It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading- Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has 

made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our 
own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 

L: A reading from the second chapter of Philippians. 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross.  
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every 
other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:      
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The Gospel:  Matthew 26:14—27:66   
In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may 

bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God. 
P: The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

(See Gospel Insert. Congregation may be seated due to the length of Gospel) 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW 346 (Stand if you are able) 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 

offers: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the 

world: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth 

to life: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have 

been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your 
hearts, and gives you life and peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 

A brief silence. 
O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your 
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer 
in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and 
plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved 
community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with 
justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, 
know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing 
pain or loss this day (especially those we mention now or in our hearts). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless 
those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hear 
us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who 
rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
C: Amen. 
OFFERING - 
Choir Anthem:  “Holy Are You, Lord of Sorrows” by Telemann/Liebergen 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Please sing this verse two times 

 
Offering Prayer 
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send 

rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of 
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness 
to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 

way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your 
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to 
the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in 
bondage to prejudice and sin.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And 
let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of 
freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in 
the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through 
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 351 

 

Prayer after Communion 

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles 
us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you 
now and always. 

C:   Amen 
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Sending Song:ELW 338 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Our Outreach envelopes for March are supporting Lutheran World Relief. 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

29   Steven Streletz 

30 Tom Praster   

April3   Rachel McCallister, Sam 
Rhine 

4   Dave Helfrich 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joe 
Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Joan Mammana; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara 
Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; Hans 
Buss; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan 
Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Rose Elcavage; Marissa 
Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie 

Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine 
King; Tim Koplin; Linda Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; Helen 
Mundt; Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; 
Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; Lillian Staiger; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; 
Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; 
Jami Silfies; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 
 

Worship Assistants 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman  
Organist and Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Kris Simmons and Linda Sauter 
Greeter(s) Miriam Anderson  
Acolyte O’Brien Girls 
Lector Mary Crouse 
Head / Communion Usher Miriam Anderson 
Council Communion  Wagner Family 
Counting Team Cathy Mueller and Pat Zion 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH  

 

 
 UPCOMING WEEKS  

 

 
 
 

Sunday, March 29
Palm Sunday

10:00 AM
After Worship
5:00-7:00 PM

Communion Worship
Durham Dialogue & Backpack Meal Kit Packing
Confirmation Class @ St Peter's Riegelsville 

Monday, March 30 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, April 1 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
12:30-2:00 PM 

Office Hours
Art Project Workshop w/ Leslie Patience

Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM
5:30 -7:30 PM

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
Dinner and Worship

Friday, April 3 
Good Friday

12:00 PM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM 

Worship Service Christ Pipersville Lutheran
Stations of the Cross St Luke Ferndale 
Tenebrae Service Trinity Pleasant Valley

Saturday, April 4 1:00 PM Decorating the church for Easter

Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of our Lord: Easter 

6:30 AM 

10:00 AM

Sunrise Service Sky Island B&B 
57 Red Cliff Rd. Upper Black Eddy
Communion Worship ELC Durham

Monday, April 6 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, April 7 7:30 PM Capital Campaign Meeting

Wednesday, April 8 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, April 9 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Office hours
Choir Rehearsal
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
PALM Planning Meeting @ St Peter's 

Friday, April 10 10:00 AM WELCA meeting @ Helen Dungan's Home
Visiting homebound

Sunday, April 12
Second Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM

5:00PM-7:00PM

Communion Worship
Groundbreaking Ceremony
Confirmation Class @ St Luke Ferndale

Monday, April 13 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, April 14 7:00PM Council Meeting

Wednesday, April 15 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Office Hours
VBS Planning meeting at Trinity

Thursday, April 16 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 
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 *  
 
If you did not have the opportunity to pick up a canvas after last week's service, 
we kindly request that you pick one up this Sunday. Directions and a basic 
materials kit will be distributed to all participants. 
 
    * An art workshop will be held on Wednesday April 1st from 12:30pm until 2pm 
in the Learning Center at the church. During this workshop, you will learn about 
design development, composition, and transfer methods. Color theory will also 
be discussed. Please remember to bring your canvas. 

 
    * Our first focus for the Fruit of the Spirit will be FAITHFULNESS. You will need a journal, 
notebook, or loose sheets of paper to complete the exercises. Should you require a journal, 
please inform me, as I have additional ones available. 
 
    * The fruit assigned to FAITHFULNESS is the APPLE. We would appreciate it if you 
would consider signing up to bring apples or an apple treat to share with the congregation 
and friends on Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026. 
 
 
Kids can “fill their basket” both figuratively and literally each week as they attend church and 
grow spiritually!  * Any child who did not select a basket last week will have the opportunity to do 
so this Sunday. Children who took their baskets home last week are kindly asked to bring them to 
church each week. 
Thank you for your anticipated participation.  

 

 MINDFUL Mission 
A nine week program to help inspire our spiritual 
life! Starting Easter 4/5 through Trinity Sunday 5/31, 
we will be encouraged to participate in mindful 
exercises with the hope of putting the Word of God 
into actions in our life during each week.  

Grab your canvas on the way out to help us decorate the church for Easter and this program! 

Any questions?- Contact Leslie Patience, our queen bee! 


