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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org 

 
April 5, 2026  

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” 

(Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and 
proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, 

elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: “Alleluia”- Mozart 
OPENING 
P:   Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C: Christ is Risen indeed.  
 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW 365    

 
INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE- Congregation sings response “Lord, have mercy.” 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
Cont’d on next page 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray,  
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every 
day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message of Christianity: 

Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

L: A reading from the tenth chapter of Acts. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

L: 1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
C: 2 Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
L: 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
C: 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand 

of the Lord acts valiantly!  
L: 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
C: 17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
L: 18 The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
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C: 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to 
the Lord. 

L: 20 “This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 
C: 21 I give thanks to you, for you have  answered me and you have become my salvation. 
L: 22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
C: 23 By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
L: 24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
Second Reading- Colossians 3:1-4 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 

L: A reading from the third chapter of Colossians. 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able)

 
The Gospel:  John 20: 1-18 

John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples race back and 
forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears. 

P: The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
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in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 

  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day:  ELW 382 (Stand if you are able) 
 

 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
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death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel 
our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth 
be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you 
have made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to transform and redeem. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. 
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially those we mention now or in the 
comfort of our hearts). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 
Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and 
deed. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
OFFERING - 
Choir Anthem:  “Jesus is Alive! Alleluia!” By David Bailes/Shackey 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this 

end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom 
you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on 
our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of 
the virgin Mary. He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
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He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, 
to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving 
thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you 
thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly 
people.   

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread 
and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise 
and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are 
yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

 

 
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
 



14 

SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 619 

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P:. God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C:   Amen 
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Sending Song:ELW 369 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Postlude: “Marche Heroique”- St. Saens 

Our Outreach envelopes for April are supporting Donate Life/Gift of life in honor of organ 
donation month. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

April BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS 

 6     Chris Fox,Ben J. Naska 

 7 Becky Praster     

 8     Samantha Mueller 

 9     Diane De Walt 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joe 
Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Joan Mammana; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara 
Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; 
Hans Buss; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan 
Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Rose Elcavage; Marissa 
Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie 
Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill 
Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; Devon Kramer; Linda Lyle; 
Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; 
Helen Mundt; Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax 

Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; Lillian Staiger; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; 
Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann 
& Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; 
Ruth Sauter; Jami Silfies; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 
  

Worship Assistants 
Preacher Rev. James Heckman  
Organist and Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Bea von Watzdorf and Miriam Anderson 
Greeter(s) Helen Dungan  
Acolyte Oaklee, Tucker and Colton Wagner 
Lector Bea von Watzdorf 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Communion  Bea vonWatzdorf, Cathy Mueller, Kat Wagner 
Counting Team Cathy Mueller and Pat Zion 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

 

  

Prayer List 
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This week- Faithfulness: What does faithfulness mean to you? 

Next Sunday April 12: PEACE represented by watermelon. 

Throughout the week bee mindful of : How can we bring more 
peace into our world? Our community? Our own lives? How 
can YOU be a more peaceful person? 

Write or draw your ideas and answers in your journal, or chat 
with someone about them. 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH  

 
Upcoming Weeks 

 
 

 

Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of our Lord: Easter 

6:30 AM 

10:00 AM

Sunrise Service Sky Island B&B 
57 Red Cliff Rd. Upper Black Eddy
Communion Worship ELC Durham

Monday, April 6 Office Closed

Tuesday, April 7 7:30 PM Capital Campaign Meeting

Wednesday, April 8 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, April 9 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
PALM Planning Meeting @ St Peter's 

Friday, April 10 10:00 AM WELCA meeting @ Helen Dungan's Home
Visiting homebound

Sunday, April 12
Second Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM

5:00PM-7:00PM

Communion Worship
Groundbreaking Ceremony
Confirmation Class @ St Luke Ferndale

Monday, April 13 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, April 14 7:00PM Council Meeting

Wednesday, April 15 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Office Hours
VBS Planning meeting at Trinity

Thursday, April 16 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, April 19
Third Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM
After Worship
5:00PM-7:00PM

Communion Worship
Donate Life Speaker
Confirmation Class @ Durham

Monday, April 20 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, April 22 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, April 23 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's
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Member In Memory Of In Honor Of 
 

Kathy Ecker Ernest & Matthew Ecker 
 

 

Bea von Watzdorf Rudolf von Watzdorf 
 

 

Mark Harwick & Dawn 
Margeson 

 Our mother, Dot Peterman 

Helen Dungan Mary & William Dungan 
 

 

Barb & Ben Naska Loved ones 
 

Children and grandchildren 

Val McGuinn   
Marilee Mundt Elizabeth Smola & Donald Mundt Sr 

 
 

Joanne Antoni Josephine and Donald Tharp 
Helen and David Antoni 

 

Cathy Mueller Gandpa Snyder and Opa Mueller 
 

Gandma Snyder & Gandma Mueller 

Joe & Kathy Hlavaty Parents Don & Gerry Seipt  
Parents Wanda & Joe Hlavaty  

Our risen Lord 

Kris & Wes Simmons Loved Ones 
 

 

Virginia Hager Husband Kenneth Hager and 
son Dale Hager 

 

Miriam & Ken 
Anderson 

  

Samantha O’Brien Linda Wetherhill & Robin Danko 
 

 

Moskella Family  Mother Esther Crouse  
Aunt Althea Crouse 

 

 

To those who ordered Easter 
Flowers to make our Church 
beautiful for this special day. 


