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Pastor’s Message  April 2026

Greetings Easter disciples,

| often reflect on how Jesus might have felt as he neared his last journey to Jerusalem. For nearly
three years, he dedicated himself to preaching, teaching, healing, and performing miracles—all
intended to equip his disciples for a new and radically different life that awaited them.

Although I have not accomplished anything extraordinary, | recognize a parallel between the
pattern of Jesus' final three years and our own recent three-year experience. The primary
distinction lies in our perspective: we live after the crucifixion, with a clearer understanding of
Jesus’ actions and our responsibilities in ministry. Despite this difference, as we gather to reflect
on the significance of the empty tomb, we must acknowledge that there are aspects of this
transformative event that remain beyond our complete comprehension.

Change is necessary. For Jesus, his death and resurrection marked the turning point in God's plan
for salvation. He needed to return to the Father for the sake of the world, and the disciples—then
and now—are called to continue his work of preaching, teaching, healing, and sharing the story.

Much like the disciples, who had to discover a new way of living after Jesus ascended to heaven,
the Durham family must also adapt to change when I retire. The good news is that, just as the early
disciples were not left on their own, God’s spirit will remain with you and continue to guide the
ministry here. Additionally, God will send a new shepherd to care for you. Only God knows who that
person will be, but I am confident they will be cherished by this community and that you will thrive
under their guidance.

Were the disciples adequately prepared for the changes ahead? Did they anticipate what was to
come? Were they apprehensive about these transitions, and did they question their capabilities or
the likelihood of success in their new circumstances? These are important and relevant questions
that we will address during our remaining time together. Regardless of how much time remains, | am
fully confident that you have been called to serve as a guiding presence here in Durham, and that
you will continue to demonstrate dedication and steadfastness as a supportive community for
those in need.

| am pleased to participate in this Easter celebration with you. In the near future, we will pursue our
respective ministries as directed by our callings.
See you in Church

Your servant in Christ.

Pastor Jim Heckman



Lutheran Congregational Services Lay Eucharistic Training

Eucharistic Visitors are members of the congregation who are selected by their pastor
and trained to bring the communion meal from worship to ill and homebound members
of their congregation who are unable to attend service.

LCS’s training ministry engages learners in the Biblical and theological background of the
Sacrament of Holy Commmunion and teaches potential Eucharistic Visitors about
visitation and administration of the sacrament.

Saturday, April 25, 2026 Saturday, May 23, 2026
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

St. John’s Lutheran Church Advent Lutheran Church
826 Mahoning Dr. W, Lehighton, PA 18235 - 1601 Green Lane, West Chester, PA 19382

e

To register for training, please contact the Church Office to complete the online form and submit the $30.00
fee per person.

home of Kathy and Joe Hlavaty.We are contmumg our study and
discussion of the Gospel of Matthew. We invite you to join us.
Helen Dungan o

“““Worshif D Asmstants -
Altar Guild Bea von Watzdorf and Miriam Anderson
Counting Team
Date Greeters Lector Head Usher Acolyte
Apr5,2026 | Helen Dungan | Beavon Watzdorf | Mark Harwick | Wagner Kids
Apr 12,2026 Kathryn Wagner Tucker W.
Apr 19,2026

Heup

Apr 26,2026 )

May 3, 2026 .



























