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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Reverend John Hansen  
 
 

 
May 3, 2026  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his 
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a 
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen 

Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: “Ever Faithful, Ever Near” -Franklin Ritter 
OPENING 
P:   Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C: Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  (Stand if you are able) 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen 
P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 

waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We 
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 

thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 

C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide 

us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 

join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 553 
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INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE- Congregation sings response “Lord, have mercy.” 

 

 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray,  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 
6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L: A reading from the seventh chapter of Acts. 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen  gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 

L: 1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness. 

C: 2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
L: 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag  and my stronghold; 

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
C: 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of 

strength.   
L: 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
C: 15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 

who persecute me. 
L: 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
Second Reading- 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who 

continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

L: A reading from the second chapter of 1 Peter. 
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2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and 
“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able)

 
The Gospel:  John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is 
known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

P: The holy gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 

also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I 



7 

am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.” 

  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 367    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds(Stand if you are able) 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 
God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, 
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom 
they encounter. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. 
Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of 
peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, 
and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in 
need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill caregivers with a sense of 
purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness 
to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend 
worship today. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are 
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed 
to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING – 
 
Choir Anthem:  “Ascribe to the Lord” – Dan Edwards 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 
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Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray, Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow 
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this 

end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom 
you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on 
our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of 
the virgin Mary. He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, 
to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving 
thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you 
thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly 
people.   

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread 
and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise 
and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are 
yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  

 
SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW  477 
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Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray, Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P:. God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C:   Amen 
Sending Song : ELW 389 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Postlude: “Rejoice, The Lord is King”- Darwall, arr. Alloin C Whitworth 

Our Outreach envelopes for May are supporting Care-A-Lot Scholarship Fund.  
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Virginia 
Hager; Joe Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; 
Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; 
Brier Bower; Hans Buss; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine 
Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy 
Edelen; Rose Elcavage; Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; 
Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni 
Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; 
Devon Kramer; Jake Kramer; Linda Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia 
McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; Helen Mundt; Hunter Nebbia; Keith 

Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; 
Lillian Staiger; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; 
Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; 
Stephen J Rohs Jr; Ruth Sauter; Jami Silfies; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

  
Worship Assistants 

Substitute Preacher Rev. John Hansen  
Organist and Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Val McGinn and Nancy Moskella 
Greeter(s) Wagner Family  
Acolyte Oaklee Wagner 
Lector Val McGinn 
Head / Communion Usher  
Council Communion   
Counting Team  
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

May BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

4 Sara Aquino

5 Hunter Aquino

6 Kris & Wes Simmons

9 Barbara and Ben Naska Sr

Prayer List 

The food basket on the altar today  
is given by Helen Dungan in 
memory of Mary Dungan’s 110th 
birthday.  
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This week- PATIENCE* 
            * Pomegranate*, Avocado, Tomato 
            * "HEART"work 
Improving and practicing patience involves training the mind to 
handle discomfort and slowing down daily reactions. Key activities 
include mindfulness meditation, deep breathing activities, and 
engaging in slower paced activities like gardening, Tai Chi, painting, 
pottery, puzzles, and fishing. Each family with children received a 
puzzle last week. Here's an opportunity to "Practice Your Patience" 
as a family. Other "Patience Puzzles" (Sudoku, jigsaw, Word Find, 
etc.) will be made available in the narthex for anyone else who would 
like one. Other activities that focus on improving patience are 
acceptable, as well. Just "PRACTICE YOUR PATIENCE!" 
 

 

 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH  

 
Upcoming Weeks 

 

Sunday, May 10
Sixth Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM Communion Worship
Confirmation Rehearsal following worship

Monday, May 11 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, May 12 7:00PM Council Meeting

Wednesday, May 13 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, May 14 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, May 17
Seventh Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM
5:00PM-7:00PM

Communion Worship- Care-A-Lot Sunday
Confirmation Class @ Trinity 

Monday, May 18 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, May 20 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, May 21 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's


