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Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org  

 
 

 
May 17, 2026  

Seventh Sunday of Easter- Care-A-Lot Sunday 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to 

transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid 
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to 

live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude:  
OPENING 
P:   Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C: Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  (Stand if you are able) 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen 
P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 

waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We 
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 

thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 

C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide 

us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 

join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 322  Oh Love, How Deep 
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INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray,  
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Acts 1:6-14 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the 

risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

L: A reading from the first chapter of Acts. 
6 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went 
to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading- 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of 

evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 

L: A reading from the fourth and fifth chapters of 1 Peter. 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you 
in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking 
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And 
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 
him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able)

 
The Gospel:  John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in this 

world will live in unity. 
P: The holy gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 1 After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 
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  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 
we are one.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Care-A-Lot Songs 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 392 vs. 1, 3, 5    (Stand if you are able) 

 



6 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer aloud as 

they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 
O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire 
musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and 
animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business 
leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe 
the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and 
their families, and heal the sick (especially those we mention now or in the comfort of our 
hearts). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing 
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and 
accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of 
those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
OFFERING – 

Today our loose offering and extra checks will be given to the Kramer family to support 
them in their time of hardship. Please make checks out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Durham” and put on the memo line “Care-A-Lot.” The monthly Outreach envelopes for the 

month of May will support the Care-A-Lot scholarship fund. 
Choir Anthem:  “Lord, Make Us Worthy” – Natalie Sleeth 

Scan this QR code to 
give electronically 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray, Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow 
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this 

end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom 
you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on 
our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of 
the virgin Mary. He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, 
to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
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to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving 
thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you 
thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly 
people.   

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread 
and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise 
and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are 
yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

 

 
Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  

** All who believe in the true presence of the Body and Blood of Christ are welcome at the table. 
Pastor will be distributing the bread (gluten free wafers available by request) and communion 

assistants will distribute the wine by pouring into your empty cup or pre-filled juice cups available in 
the same tray if you prefer.*** 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW  471 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray, Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C:   Amen 
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Sending Song : ELW 848 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Postlude:  

Our Outreach envelopes for May are supporting Care-A-Lot Scholarship Fund.  
 
 
 
 

 

    

May BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

4 Sara Aquino
19 Annabel Williams

21 Joe Aquino Jim Altemose

22 Dianna 
Streletz

23 Bethany Michl
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Virginia 
Hager; Joe Hlavaty; George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; 
Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Jason Bigley; 
Brier Bower; Hans Buss; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine 
Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy 
Edelen; Rose Elcavage; Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; 
Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni 
Griffith; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Tim Koplin; 
Devon Kramer; Jake Kramer; Linda Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia 
McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Stacy Mecham; Helen Mundt; Hunter Nebbia; Keith 

Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; Holly Snyder; 
Lillian Staiger; Donna Storm; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; 
Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; 
Stephen J Rohs Jr; Ruth Sauter; Jami Silfies; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

 
Worship Assistants 

Pastor Rev. James Heckman  
Organist and Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Val McGinn and Nancy Moskella 
Greeter(s) O’Brien Family  
Acolyte Lilly and Evalynn O’Brien 
Lector Linda Sauter 
Head / Communion Usher  
Council Communion  Kat Wagner 
Counting Team  
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH  

 
Upcoming Weeks 

 

 

 

 
Hosted in front of church office by our Hospitality Team this Sunday.  

Please sign up in the narthex to host a lemonade on the Lawn! 

Sunday, May 24
Pentecost

10:00 AM Communion Worship- Confirmation
Memorial Day Weekend

Monday, May 25 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, May 27 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, May 28 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Mid-Week Choir Rehearsal
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 

Sunday, May 31
The Holy Trinity

10:00 AM
After Worship

Communion Worship
Durham Dialogue 

Monday, June 1 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, June 3 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, June 4 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00  - 3:00 PM

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Adult Bible Study @ Hlavaty's 


