
1 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 
 

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org  

 
August 9, 2026  

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great 

storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of 

the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your 

mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 
God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW 822 
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INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE-  

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray, 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- 1 Kings 19: 9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now 

experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still 
loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

L: A reading from the nineteenth chapter of 1st Kings. 
9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there. 

 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites 
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have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake 
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God 
of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall 
kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13 
L: 8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
C: 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in 

our land. 
L: 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have 

kissed each other. 
C: 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from 

heaven. 
L: 12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
C: 13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
Second Reading-Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation 
whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian 

proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

L: A reading from the tenth chapter of Romans. 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 
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“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” that is, to bring Christ 
down 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead. 8 But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim, 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the 
heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to 
salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous 
to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able) 

 
The Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In 
this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time 

of fear and doubt. 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea 

of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but 
by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, 
it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the 
boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 
Son of God.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 755(Stand if you are able) 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
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heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. 
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its 
faithful witness. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its 
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our 
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike 
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer especially those we 
mention now or in the comfort of our hearts. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, 
calm voice. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, 
that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 

C: receiev our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING – 
Choir Anthem: “When the Storms of Life are Raging, Stand By Me” – Charles Tindley 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Doxology 

 
Offering Prayer 
P: Let us Pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Heaven has come near, Come, share in the feast! 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 763 
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Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray, Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  
C:   Amen 

 

Sending Song : ELW 785 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude:  
Our Outreach envelopes for August will go to the Riegelsville Public Library. 
 

 

 
For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joe Hlavaty; 
George Kreitz; Joan Mammana; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne 
Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Carolyn Berry; Jason Bigley; 
Brier Bower; Hans Buss; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; 
Stephanie Courtney; Dan Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Danny Eck; 
Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie 
Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Dolores Hess; Penny Houck; Bill 

Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Priscilla Ballek Kinter; Judy Krick; Tim Koplin; Carole 
Korupp; Devon Kramer; Jake Kramer; Lee; Kimberly Litzenberger and family; Linda Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim 
McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Jennifer McLeod; Stacy Mecham; Helen Mundt; Larry Munford; Hunter 
Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Laurel Sheetz; 
Holly Snyder; Donna Storm; Ellen Sullivan; Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-
Hills; Kelly Walsh; Todd Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob; Linda 
Zerfass. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Rose Elcavage; Nancy Hogan; 
Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; Stephen J Rohs Jr; Ruth Sauter; Jami Silfies; Lillian Staiger; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; 
Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

Worship Assistants 
Pastor Rev. James Heckman 
Organist Choir Director  Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Mark Harwick and Bea von Watzdorf 
Greeter(s) The Mueller Family 
Acolyte  
Lector Maggie Fischer 
Head / Communion Usher Mark Harwick 
Council Communion Coordinator Mark Harwick  
Counting Team  
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

August BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

10 Addyson Mammana,                  
Jacob Roney,
Oaklee Wagner

13 Bethany & Joshua Michl

Prayer 
List 
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 THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 

 
Upcoming Weeks 

 

 

Sunday, August 9
11th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 AM Communion Worship

Wednesday, August 12 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Pastor Office Hours

Thursday, August 13 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 

Pastor Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim

Sunday, August 23
13th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 AM Communion Worship

Monday, August 24 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, August 26 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, August 27 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 

Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 


