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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 

Reverend James Heckman, Pastor 
267-664-3160 / pastor@durhamlutheran.org  

 
September 6, 2026  

Creation in Christ Sunday 
Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the world in the Byzantine tradition and has 
been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of the Indiction), in parallel with Rosh Hashanah marking the 

Jewish New Year. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and 
holds all created things. We hear today of the triune God who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, sea monsters, 

creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes care of all things and invites us to join in 
as caretakers of God's good creation. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our hope, our heart, our home. 
C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
P: Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, 
C:  we confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice. We are often 

numb to the pain of the world around us, resistant to change that costs us something, and reluctant 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards 
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. Make your home among us once more, O God, naming us 
beloved and opening our hearts to do your will. Amen. 

P: All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: God knows you, forgives you by the self-giving 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, and frees you to love the world as you have been loved. Creation’s story will not end 
until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and 
sure. Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW 819 
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INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
C: And also with you. 

KYRIE-  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray, 
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds, 
and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. We praise you for your wondrous 
creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to 
the care of this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth and 

all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 

L: A reading from the first and second chapters of Genesis. 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 
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every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 148 

L: 1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
C: 2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
L: 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
C: 4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.  
L: 5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created,  
C: 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass 

away. 
L: 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
C: 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will;  
L: 9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
C: 10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
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L: 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
C: 12 young men and maidens, old and young together.  
L: 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 

over earth and heaven. 
C: 14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 

Second Reading-Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 

Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth 
who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

L: A reading from the seventeenth chapter of Acts. 
22a Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who made the world 
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made 
all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 
the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God 
and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each 
one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 
poets have said, 
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able) 

 

The Gospel:  John 1:1-5 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word 

became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 
P: The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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P: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overtake it. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day:  (Stand if you are able) 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for the earth and 
for all in need, responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.” 

A brief silence. 
O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches around the 
globe collaborate in care for the earth, and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the 
wellbeing of creation. Hear us, O God, source of life and ground of our being, 

C: Your mercy is great. 
For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, 
that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, that the land be 
treasured, and that animals be protected. Grant that what on earth has been despoiled 
will be healed. Hear us, O God, our creator and fruitful garden, 

C: Your mercy is great. 
For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers provide the 
food humans need, that legislators strive in all things for the common good, and that 
science and technology lead us toward more responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, our 
stronghold and sun of justice, 

C: Your mercy is great. 
For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be safeguarded, 
that all natural resources benefit the whole population, and that our children learn 
respect for nature. Hear us, O God, our guardian and rainbow of promise, 

C: Your mercy is great. 

For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and from 
extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and 
communal support. Give heed to those whose names we call out to you (especially). Hear 
us, O God, our healer and heart of the universe, 

C: Your mercy is great. 

We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in communion with the earth. 
Grant that in your good time we join with all your creatures in your presence forever. 
Hear us, O God, the beginning and the end, 

C: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your whole 
creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING – 
 “Day of Arising” –  
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- Doxology 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us Pray: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these 
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear 
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures. Come and share. 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 469 

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray, God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of 
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your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P: Creator God bless you and keep you. Creating Christ shine through you with grace and 

mercy. Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace. 
C:   Amen 
Sending Song : ELW 543 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Flourish with creation. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude:  
Our Outreach envelopes for September will go to the Care-A-Lot Preschool operational fund. 



14 

 

 
For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joey Erceg; Joe Hlavaty; 
George Kreitz; Joan Mammana; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss; 
Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Carolyn Berry; Jason Bigley; 
Brier Bower; Hans Buss; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie 
Courtney; Dan Crooke; David Davis; Charlie DeLorenzo; Nancy Edelen; Danny Eck; Marissa 
Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Candie 
Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Dolores Hess; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & 
family; Martine King; Priscilla Ballek Kinter; Judy Krick; Tim Koplin; Carole Korupp; Devon Kramer; 

Jake Kramer; Lee; Kimberly Litzenberger and family; Linda Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor 
McDevitt; Jennifer McLeod; Stacy Mecham; Helen Mundt; Larry Munford; Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia 
Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; Connie Rugen; Holly Snyder; Donna Storm; Ellen Sullivan; 
Edward Thaler; Russ Trauger; Joe V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Todd Walsh; Jacqueline 
Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob; Linda Zerfass. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Rev. Dr. Patricia Ann Curtis 
Davenport; Rose Elcavage; Steven Galetich; Nancy Hogan; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; Stephen J Rohs Jr; Ruth 
Sauter; Laurel Sheetz; Jami Silfies; Lillian Staiger; Jeff Starling; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

Worship Assistants 
Pastor Rev. James Heckman 
Substitute Pianist   Gianni Nastasi 
Altar Guild Nancy Moskella, Dawn Margeson, Miriam Anderson 
Greeter(s) Wagner Family  
Acolyte Oaklee Wagner 

Lector Kathryn Wagner 
Head / Communion Usher Tucker Wagner 
Council Communion Coordinator Kathryn Wagner 
Counting Team Kathryn Wagner 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

  

September BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

7 Jim Miller

8 Lilly O'Brien

9 Joanne Ziegenfuss

10 Ben F. Naska, 

Annabel Williams

12 Bob Fox, Barb Naska

Prayer 
List 
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 THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 

 

 

Sunday, September 6
Creation in Christ Sunday

10:00 AM Communion Worship

Monday, September 7 Labor Day Office Closed

Tuesday, September 8 9:15 AM-12:15 AM
7:30 PM

Care-A-Lot First Day of School!
Capital Campaign Meeting

Wednesday, September 9 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, September 10 10:00 AM
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Bible Study at the Hlavaty's

Saturday, September 12 9:00 AM-12:00 PM Recycling Event in Church Parking Lot



16 

Upcoming Weeks 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 13
16th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 AM
After Worship

Care-A-Lot Sunday Communion Worship
Potluck Lunch and God's Work Our Hands

Monday, September 14 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, September 15 7:00 PM Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 16 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
6:00 PM- 7:30 PM

Office Hours
Human Sexuality Statement Session

Thursday, September 17 10:00 AM
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's

Friday, September 18 10:00 AM WELCA Meeting

Sunday, September 20
17th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 AM
12:00 PM- 2:00 PM
1:00PM - 4:00 PM

Communion Worship 
1st Day of Confirmation Class
Crop Walk

Monday, September 21 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, September 23 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
6:00 PM- 7:30 PM

Office Hours
Human Sexuality Statement Session

Thursday, September 24 10:00 AM
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's


