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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham 
P.O. Box 100, Durham PA, 18039   610- 346-8500 

durhamlutheran.org 

Reverend Kathleen Harkness, Substitute Pastor 
 

 
October 18, 2026  

21st Sunday After Pentecost 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he 
tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our 
ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the 

service of God and for the sake of the world. 

You can find the live stream at the following location: 
www.youtube.com/@DurhamLutheran 

Worship from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB170076. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 715933-A. All rights reserved. 
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Prelude: “ 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Stand if you are able) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C: Amen 
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
P: Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation 

groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from 
seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to 
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 
grace. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW 526 

 
 
INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE-  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray, 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
(Please be Seated) 

First Reading- Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord 

makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a 
god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

L: A reading from the forty-fifth chapter of Isaiah. 
1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— 
and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I will 
break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3 I will give you the 
treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is 
I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant 
Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a title, though you do not 
know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, 
though you do not know me, 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and 
from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
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 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these 
things. 

L: Word of God, Word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 96:1-13 

L: 1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
C: 2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from day to 

day. 
L: 3 Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
C: 4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
L: 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, have made the 

heavens. 
C: 6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your 

sanctuary. 
L: 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
C: 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts 

of the Lord.  
L: 9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
C: 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who made the world so 

firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
L: 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in 

it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
C: 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, for you 

come to judge the earth. 
L: 13 You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. 
 
Second Reading-  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new 
Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for 

other new Christian communities. 

L: A reading from the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
Grace to you and peace. 
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
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know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that 
we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. 

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation:         (Please stand if you are able) 

 

The Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s 

people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.. 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose 
title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
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things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, 
they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon / Sermon (please be seated) 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW 583 (Stand if you are able)  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read the other prayer 

aloud as they feel called. The congregation may turn and face the aisle. 

P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit of 
love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them 
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the 
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them 
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering especially those 
we mention now or in the comfort of our hearts. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church and PALM. 
Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING – 
Choir Anthem: “Sing a New Song” – Stan Pethel 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS- 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

C: Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Scan this QR code to give electronically 



11 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (said by Pastor)   
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks 
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving 
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints.   

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
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Distribution of Bread & Fruits of the Vine (please follow usher)  
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: ELW 686 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray, Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray. 

C: Amen. 
Announcements 

BLESSING 
P:The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C:   Amen 
P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding 

of the Spirit. 
C:   Amen 
P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:   Amen 
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Sending Song : ELW 705 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude: “All Glory Be to God on High”- Arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

Our Outreach envelopes for October will go to the American Red Cross. 
 
 A CALL FOR THANKSGIVING ITEMS TO BE DELIVERED TO FOOD BANKS NOV 3. 
    Crispy onions, mushroom soup, stuffing, cans of gravy, cans of potatoes,
   Cake mixes, sugar, coffee, and tea! 
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For Healing of those in our Congregation: Barbara Altemus; David Antoni; Joey Erceg; Joe Hlavaty; 
George Kreitz; Paul McGinn; Bradley Mundt; Barbara Naska; Joanne Ziegenfuss; Pat Zion 
For Healing of Friends and Family: Phyllis Allebach; Bob Benoure; Carolyn Berry; Jason Bigley; Brier 

Bower; Melissa Carafa; Deb Carmichael; Jane Carr; Christine Connelly; Stephanie Courtney; Dan 
Crooke; David Davis; Nancy Edelen; Marissa Embardino; Carol and Leon Errico; Barbara Foster; 
Gabriella Froehlich; Debbie Gardner; Candie Gimbar; Baree Lee Goodman; Penni Griffith; Lee & 

Nate Herkamp; Dolores Hess; Penny Houck; Bill Hunt; Lois James & family; Martine King; Priscilla Ballek Kinter; Jim 
Kreitz; Judy Krick; Tim Koplin; Carole Korupp; Devon Kramer; Jake Kramer; Lee; Kimberly Litzenberger and family; Linda 
Lyle; Colleen Marshall; Jim McAnally; Letitia McCrea; Connor McDevitt; Jennifer McLeod; Stacy Mecham; Helen 
Mundt; Larry Munford; Hunter Nebbia; Keith Newcomb; Lucia Otero; Jennifer Phelps; Jax Reidinger; Adrienne Rozzi; 
Connie Rugen; Patty Seifert; Holly Snyder; Donna Storm; Ellen Sullivan; Lee Taylor; Edward Thaler; Devin Torino; Joe 
V.; Janet Vanderlely; Karen von Ruffer-Hills; Kelly Walsh; Todd Walsh; Jacqueline Ward; Dean Erika Wesch; Ann & 
Henry Wong and Family; Barbara Yob; Linda Zerfass. 
For those who are Homebound: James Altemose; Cheryl Mesko 
For families and friends grieving the loss of: Al Boorse; Althea Crouse, Esther Crouse; Rev. Dr. Patricia Ann Curtis 
Davenport; Danny Eck; Rose Elcavage; Steven Galetich; Nancy Hogan; Jayne Miller; Dennis Phillipps; Stephen J Rohs 
Jr; Ruth Sauter; Laurel Sheetz; Jami Silfies; Lillian Staiger; Jeff Starling; Russell Trauger; Linda Wetherill; Wayne Yeisley; 
Frank Yhost Jr. 
If you want to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please contact Joan Mammana either by phone (610-258-
5717 or 610-417-6553) or by email at: joanmammana@icloud.com 

Worship Assistants 
Substitute Preacher Rev. Kathleen Harkness 
Organist Choir Director Carolyn Williams 
Altar Guild Kris Simmons and Val McGinn 
Greeter(s) Mundt Family 
Acolyte Tucker Wagner 

Lector Ken Anderson 
Head / Communion Usher Don Mundt 
Council Communion Coordinator Kathryn Wagner 
Counting Team Kathy Hlavaty and Miriam Anderson 
Technology & Livestreaming Ken Anderson 
Administrative Kathryn Wagner 
Custodian Dawn Margeson 

 

On the table in the Narthex there are information  

sheets about your voting rights and voting by mail 

 

October BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BAPTISMS

18 Karen Bolesta

19 Joanne Antoni Leslie Patience 

20 Lee Ann Kressman Linda & David Sauter 

22 Diane & Steve DeWalt 

Prayer List 
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 

 
Upcoming Weeks 

 

If you haven’t already 

Please add any names you would like  

honored on All Saints Day to the  

List in the narthex. 

 

Sunday, October 18
21st Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 AM
After Service
12:00 PM- 2:00 PM

Communion Worship w/Rev. K. Harkness 
Recycling Event- Ken Anderson
Confirmation Class @ St. Peter's Riegelsville 

Monday, October 19 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, October 20 7:35 PM Finance Committee Meeting

Wednesday, October 21 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
12:30 PM

Office Hours
Care-A-Lot Board Meeting

Thursday, October 22 10:00 AM
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim 
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's

Sunday, October 25
Reformation Sunday

10:00 AM Communion Worship
Durham Dialogue

Monday, October 26 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Wednesday, October 28 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, October 29 TBA
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Care-A-Lot Halloween Parade
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Bible Study @ the Hlavaty's

Sunday, November 1
All Saints Day
Turn Clocks Back! 

10:00 AM
12:00 PM- 2:00 PM

Communion Worship
Confirmation Class @ St Luke Ferndale

Monday, November 2 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM Admin Office Hours

Tuesday, November 3 7:00 PM Council Meeting

Wednesday, November 4 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Office Hours

Thursday, November 5 10:00 AM
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12:00 PM 
1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal
Office hours
Chat & Chew with Pr. Jim
Bible Study at the Hlavaty's


